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New responsesto the threats hanging over marine mammals: conservation
measuresincluding a reduction in noise pollution, a reduction in the
number of collisions between ships and whales, and the establishment of
new Marine Protected Areas

Dubrovnik, Croatia, 25 October 2007 — Reducing@atial cetacean catches in drift nets,
reducing the impact of fishing, preserving habitatd establishing new Marine Protected
Areas are some of the topics that have been déhltw the Third Meeting of the
Contracting Parties to the Agreement on the Comasierv of Cetaceans of the Black Sea,
Mediterranean Sea and contiguous Atlantic area (BB&MS), which Croatia hosted in
Dubrovnik between 22 and 25 October 2007.

There were more than 80 participants. They reptede21 Contracting Parties, NGOs,
scientific bodies and observer organisations, ascldsed and decided on new strategies to
be adopted to reduce the threats to cetaceang livitne ACCOBAMS area.

Ms Ana Strbenac of Croatia's National InstituteNM@ature Protection, who chaired the
meeting, said: 'Marine protected areas are indsgdaa tools in the struggle to protect the
habitats of cetaceans. As a preventive measuoati@has designated Cres-Losinj as a
protected area. The local authorities and comnesiére collaborating on the project.’

Marine mammals are particularly vulnerable to maadenthreats, and are therefore good
biological indicators of an ecosystem. Creating nearine protected areas will contribute
not only to their protection but also to the preitat of other species sharing the same
ecosystem. Because of their migratory behaviaigoean populations are very spread out.
That is why a network of 18 marine areas, extentgygpnd territorial waters, has been
proposed by scientists from the countries of th&CABAMS area. The Alboran Sea, the
Straits of Gibraltar and the waters off Sicily hdneen specifically recommended for this
purpose.
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The Meeting agreed to a new conservation planheistrategically important Black Sea
region. It also adopted a resolution on the dracrsatuation of the Mediterranean common
dolphin, which is projected to disappear by 2016artain parts of the Agreement Area.

The question of drift nets was addressed, and @hnteB agreed to include in the text of the
Agreement the prohibition of their use and of th&sence on board fishing boats, to bring
the Agreement into line with other internationatmiments.

Various guidelines were adopted, to be used bymowvents in attaining their objectives for
2010, including in particular the rescue of animaldistress, centralized collection of tissue
samples from stranded animals and the releasdadfeans into the wild to ensure their
conservation.

The delicate question of noise was discussed extnsThe Parties agreed to form a
working group consisting of government represewatand scientists to decide on the
management of this important threat to cetaceans.

An expert from the United States made a presemntatio'dolphin-assisted therapy’. The
conclusion of her studies clearly showed thattééginique does not meet the expectations of
the public, is in fact a wrong perception, and pres a real risk for the conservation of these
marine mammals.

With regard to commercial whale-watching activititee Meeting decided to establish a
‘label’ for operators to ensure that this activiigs a scientific objective, including strict rules
for approaching these species and training of apexavho are in contact with the public.

Finally, the representative of the PrincipalityM®naco has announced that Monaco will host
the next meeting of contracting parties in 2010.

The Executive Secretary, Mrs Grillo-Van Klaverexpressed satisfaction with the outcomes
of the Meeting:

“The conservation of biodiversity concerns everydfe can make progress only by
strengthening collaboration among governments gridansforming the results of scientific
studies into conservation measures in the field.

“The Phoenicians said that the Mediterranean Idiklksan eye protected by its eyelids. |
would like to use this metaphor for our Agreemerttich for the first time brings together
two regions, the Mediterranean and the Black Sdh,thMs noble aim of protecting whales
and dolphins, and which illustrates the spirit ofleange
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