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Introduction 
 
The first meeting of the Scientific Committee of ACCOBAMS was held in Tunis between the 3rd and 
5th of October 2002. During the meeting the members of the committee discussed Action 2 
“Investigation of competitive interactions between coastal dolphins and artisanal fisheries” of the 
ACCOBAMS International Implementation Priorities for 2002 – 2006. (Resolution 1.9, The first 
Meeting of the Parties to the Agreement). The outcome concluded was there is a necessity to establish 
a working group that will develop a procedure for collecting the relevant information, including the 
preparation of a questionnaire in order to provide a report to the committee at its following meeting. It 
was decided that a working group will consist of four ACCOBAMS Scientific Committee Regional 
representatives and experts that could provide help in collecting the necessary information. At present 
the working group consists of the following members: Abdellatif BAYED, Akaki KOMAKHIDZE, 
Anastasia KOMNENOU and Draško HOLCER (acting also as a working group coordinator) as 
regional representatives, Giancarlo LAURIANO (ICRAM, Rome), Jordi LLEONART (Spanish 
Research Council (CSIC), Barcelona), Rafael ROBLES (FAO COPEMED), Caterina FORTUNA 
(ICRAM, Rome), Simon NORTHRIDGE (SMRU, University of St Andrews) and Giuseppe 
NOTARBARTOLO DI SCIARA (ACCOBAMS SC Chair). 
 
 
Work concluded 
 
After the initial establishment, working group on competitive interactions between dolphins and 
fisheries (SC WG3) started to prepare a questionnaire (annex 1) to collect relevant information on the 
existence of problem areas in which interactions between cetaceans and fishing or aquaculture 
activities occur. The initial task has been amended with the proposal to include also the collection of 
data on use of acoustic deterrent devices (ADD) due to the increasing concern of their influence and 
widespread use. 
 
The concept of the questionnaire is for use by trained and experienced researchers to collect the 
necessary data. Hence the questionnaire is quite large and complex. The questionnaire is divided into 
four parts; first dealing with general knowledge on existence of interactions and the following three 
dealing with specific issues, namely interaction with fisheries, aquaculture and use of ADD. With that 
in mind the attached questionnaire was prepared, then circulated and finally accepted by the members 
of the Scientific Committee. 
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Further work to be done by the WG3 members is to develop a plan to collect the data needed and the 
actual data collection. It has been proposed that for this action regional representatives should get in 
contact with their colleagues in their regions and find out what are the possibilities (who can do the 
field work, how long it could take, how to finance it, what could be the budget, could it be funded by 
the member countries or funds will be requested from ACCOBAMS secretariat, etc). What has not 
been decided is the scale of the operations. On the first meeting of the SC it has been concluded that at 
this point only rough data are required to highlight potential trouble areas. For that reason data 
collection should target main fishing ports, areas and organisations to enable swift and most efficient 
data collection. To facilitate data collection main international organisations concerned with this issue, 
notably the European Commission and the FAO/GFCM, should be contacted. 



Can you specify their numbers in relation to gear (per meter, per gear, other) (type)

To your knowledge, is there any effect (positive or negative) to dolphins or other animals? Can you specify what kind and with 
what devices (pingers, AHD or brand/type) (type)

What is the origin of the information supplied? (personal research, professional report (with quote), other (what?))

Notes or any other information you might have




