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1 CONTEXT OF THE PROJECT

In past three years number of reported Cetaceans strandings along the Bulgarian beaches has
increased almost four times, especially along Southern coast. The reaction by tlk&lcoa
municipalities in most of the cases is not adequate. Despite the fact that each muyjcipead
"Environmental department" where ecologists are employed they are not qualified in fidatitn

of Cetaceans and these do not react when there are cases of strandings. The whole responsibility is
put on the environmental inspectors on biodiversity from two regional inspectorates -aVaand
Burgas. These number not more than 6 persons and they are responsible not only for thbutoas

also for the whole area of inspectorates - 16 650 sq. km. Environmental authoritieghttdo not

have any obligations for removal of dead cetaceans but their interventiomitedi to registration of

the case and identification of species, eventually finding causes for death. Usually afterwards the
corpse is left on the site where it is found. The problem is raising a lot of de@b#ite public and
amongst institutions as it is a potential threat for the public health. Beaches areyhasikided along

the Bulgarian coast and the problem with a decaying corpse of cetacean in the middéeiiofly day

is large challenge for all involved authorities. Reaction by holiday-makergyreav very sharp,
accusing governmental and non-governmental institutions for created inconveniencss aifected

of that are Ministry of Environment and Water and nature conservation NGOs.

During the round table on Cetaceans conservation held in Pomorie in M&ytB® ACCOBAMS focal
point and regional inspectors on environment agreed that the involvement of the npahici
ecologists should be bigger. In addition in accordance to Veterinary Adienldcal mayors as
representative of municipalities are responsible for removal of dead animals that are matgbyt
owned. That on the other hand is in conflict with the requirements of the Biodiversity Actewher
protected species (like cetaceans) can not be trapped, killed, disturbed and even dead specimens
can’'t be removed without special permito solve that problem municipalities are required to obtain
such special permits. In this way Biodiversity Law will not be violated in cases of stranaeshoet
and its subsequent removal. For the correct reporting under the permetguirements experts from
municipalities should be trained on Cetaceans identification and taking biome&asumements,
how to fill MEDACES data forms and eventually record and identify if there wadusmngn
interaction with the cetacean.

The current project aims to solve two problems in general: legal steps for rembegahd stranded
cetaceans through better cooperation amongst authorities and increase of data quality edllect
from cetacean strandings. The latter problem was identified during compilatiaiatef on stranded
cetaceans for the period 2010-2012 when number of unidentified cases was about 17%.

Thus the project will be contributing to implementation of ACCOBAMS Wogkagrone 2011-2013,
action CB 2 - Monitoring of cetacean stranding. This action is with high priordjtiohdlly it will
support implementation of Actions 15 (Regional CSNs) and 16 (Strategies fortyChapéding and
raising awareness) of Conservation Plan for Black Sea Cetaceans and will facilitatercofietdia
with better quality on strandings. Collected information will be uploadedl@ OBIS SEAMAP and
MEDACES database.



2 ACTIVITIES CARRIED OUT DURING THE REPORTING PERIOD

2.1 Training for municipal ecologists on cetacean strandings

Training on quick response in case of stranded cetaceans found along the BlacdaSesas held
on 3T July 2013 at Pomorie Lake Visitors Centre in Pomorie. The event was organizgdbjointl
Green Balkans NGO and Ministry of Environment and Water (MOFWgject partner. The training
was preceded by official communication from Ms. Tihomira Slaveykova, ACCOBAMaINrtcal
point on behalf of Ministry of Environment and Water (project partner) on theeissuith cases of
stranded cetaceans and problems related to these.

11 out of 14 coastal municipalities have sent official replies and contact débailsominated
“Ecology” experts from relevant departments to participate in the joint trainirhese municipalities

were: Bourgas, Dolni Chiflik, Primorsko, Tsarevo, Pomorie, Sozopol, Shabla, &\k&ak@rna,
Nessebar and Avren. In addition invitations have been sent to Regional Inspectorates ofr&eniron

and Water (RIEWS Bourgas and Varna and Executive Agency on Fishery and Aquacultures (EAFA) -
Bourgas to participate in the planned training.

From the above mentioned municipalities the workshop was attended byeseptatives of eight
Black Sea municipalities (Shabla, Kavarna, Avren, Nessebar, Pomorie, Burgas, Primorsko and
Tsarevo).

Training workshop for municipal ecologists

Program of the training included 5 presentations and round table discussidmanto solve the
problem with the stranded cetaceans in a manner respectful to national legislation.

Following topics have been covered by the presentations:
8§ “Agreement on the Conservation of Cetaceans in the Black Sea Mediterranean Sea
and Contiguous Atlantic Area (ACCOBAMS)

8§ “Black Sea Cetaceans. Identification and how to collect basic data on strandings”

8 “Problems with stranded cetaceans. Options for solving the problem, legal framemadrk
required permits”

§ “Conservation Plan for Black Sea Cetackans

8 “Opportunities for cooperation and improvement of coordination among edéht

authorities”
Details on training and round-table discussion can be found in project m®geport. Presentations
are annexed to it, too.



2.2 Practical trainings for municipal ecologists and individual meetings

After the joint workshop for the municipal ecologists held on 31 July328ll municipal ecologists
have been offered support in cases of cetacean strandings. The support have aimed & on-sit
training how to deal with stranded cetaceanspecies and sex identification, recording data in field
forms (MEDACES), how to identify traces from human interaction.

During first phase in period AugusiSeptember 2013 one expert from Green Balkans NGOncho
Kirov, conservation expert in the project - has been temporarily positioné&batorie on the Black
Sea coast for faster reaction in such cases. During that period in total 4 sigmalbden received: 2
from Pomorie, 1 from Gradina camping (Sozopol), and one from Rezdagevin the Turkish
border. Details on these cases can be found in project progress report.

Series of meetings have been arranged and organized by Ms. Slaveykova in &eity cap
ACCOBAMS Focal point and representative of the MOEW in September 2013. Meetingedmve

held with ecologists of following municipalities: Varna, Balchik, Shabla, Avrén,@huflik, Byala,
Nessebar, Pomorie, Bourgas. Due to other engagements ecologists from Kavarna, Tsarevo and
Primorsko cancelled meetings in the last minute. Sozopol municipalityt gidange for a meeting
continuing to deny any cooperation. Aksakovo municipality has only very sieep coastline where

no stranded cetaceans have been recorded and no access is possible.

Meetings with the Regional Directorates on Food Safety (RDFS) in Varna anasBawg been very
fruitful. Both institutions re-confirmed that municipalities have obligations for reatoof dead
animals, including protected species. The experts from Varna suggested collaboraftidghenBlack

Sea Municipalities Association for provision of technical solution for transponeadead cetaceans

to the incinerator. The idea is to apply for funding through the association so ttraick will be
purchased to be registered for transport of dead animals (legal requirement) and that to serve the
different municipalities in such cases. Its future maintenance and costs though should be shared
among them. The director of RDFS in Bourgas offered support in communication syithrsrof
municipalities that are not showing willingness to solve the iss8ezopol, Tsarevo and Primorsko.

Meetings with experts from Regional Agencies on Food Safety

In November meetings with Kavarna, Sozopol, Primorsko and Tsarveo mitigsipahve been
arranged. At Kavarna number of recorded cases was reported as very low (not more than 1-3 per
year). The system for removal is functioning through municipal duty officercati@boration with

waste management contractor. The ecologist expressed willingness to collaborageoirting the

cases but on the condition that will be only during working hours: Monrdasiday. The coast at that
municipality is mainly steep and sand beaches are few so probably that is theeaaon for low



number of reported cases as at its territory is situated Cape Kakakree of most famous dolphin
sites along Bulgarian coast.

Meeting with Sozopol municipality was very important as before that they were gpejdcting any
forms of cooperation. At the beginning of the discussion they expressed opiha&incetacean
population along their coast has increased too much and is in need of regulbtiin grounds for
that were complaints by local fishermen for depredation by dolphins on fisp@#ag. During the
discussion the ecological role of cetaceans was clarified and that ideas for populegjolation
should have scientific grounds that up to now are missing. Regarding issue with strahdiags
clarified that municipality has obligations on these and details on natidnajagions to ACCOBAMS
and respectively MEDACES were communicated. Best practice examples from othieipatities
were presented and suggestions to follow that experience. At the end of the meetimicipai
ecologists has agreed they should have important role in solving the problems with stranded
cetaceans and expressed willingness to collaborate for correct recording of caseablPrtie
director of RDFS in Bourgas has had a positive role in communicating with mayeirabligations.

Meetings with experts from Sozopol and Byala municipalities

Meetings with Primorsko and Tsarevo municipal ecologists aimed to check how issues with
strandings are solved on site. At Primorsko good collaboration with beach conesgsimas
established by municipal ecologist. Tsarevo municipality had its own pmdtipany dealing with
waste management and it is in charge of removal of dead cetaceans from beaches.

Municipalities can be grouped in different categories: Nessebar and Pomorie arewiliosy to
cooperate by getting permits and have a working system for removal of carca3sesyas and
Varna cooperates for the removal but are not willing to get the required permit. Balchik,aShabl
Avren, Dolni Chiflik and Byala have difficulties in removal of dead cetaceans but cietetgtand
they need a permit and a solution for the problem. Kavarna municipality relieswaste
management company for solving the issue while Primorsko relies on caltado with beach
concessioneer.

All municipal ecologists welcome the idea for supply of tool kits for readgtiaczases of stranded
cetaceans as well as express need for manual/guidelines on protocol tol®&gdlwhen stranded
cetacean is detected. They clearly identify that strandings cause problems and they bapeo&
knowledge how to react in these cases. MOEW is showing willingness to grant permitsBiatke
Sea municipalities which is an important support for solving the problem.



2.3 Developing a protocol for action by municipalities in case of cetaceans stranding

Experts from two project partners have drawn the requirements
of the protocol to be followed by municipalities and contrg
authorities in cases of stranded cetaceans. There are two
laws that should be followed- Biodiversity Act and Veterinar
Action Law. First one creates contradiction with the dispositi
that dead specimens of protected species can not be remo
That can be overcome through getting a special permit
accordance with Regulation 8 for the exceptions of prohibitia
introduced with the Biodiversity Act. Progress on that topic
made with most of the municipalities.

B = =
. 22
ACCOBANS — ...

In regards to the Veterinary Action Law there are mo PLKOBOJICTBO 3A ChBVPAHE HA
requirements related to transport to the incinerator (only tw il fbgosta e
active in Bulgaria, one is close to Varrakgistration of vehicle, | i ri s el s U= 1
special area for storage until collected by the Incinerator truck
accordance to the weekly schedule. Only two of the municipalities follow strictly tieeggrements.
Nessebar has own vehicle and storage site while Pomorie has hired a company to dskhaha
other municipalities have yet to overcome that issue.

Important step regarding development of protocol for reaction in cadestranded cetaceans was
publishing the bookletManual for data collection from stranded Cetaceans along Bulgarian Black
Sea coast”. The book aims to supportimitipal ecologists, experts from Regional Environmental
Inspectorates and Fisheries Agency and volunteers of the National Cetacean Strandings Nonitorin
Network for correct collection of data from such cases.

Presenting the manual to experts from municipalities and RIOEW

The manual presents the three Cetacean species found in the Black- $eenmon dolphin,
bottlenose dolphin and harbour porpoiseand how these to be identified. Instructions for recording
of data on strandings in the special MEDACES field form are described in detaitoPto be
followed in cases of live stranded cetacean is also outlined in the manual thoughcthese are very
rare along Bulgarian coast. Conservation Plan for Black Sea Cetaceans is piesthetdabok as an
annex with all actions and sub-actions being listed. Additional useful informatitated to
Cetaceans is also presented as an annex: rules for sailing next to Cetaceans ainhimgvektighing
based on ACCOBAMS guidelines for whale-watching. Special chapter on necropsies of dead
Cetaceans is complementing the manual. Its aim is to be of help for studen&tural sciences
wiling to specialize in cetology. The booklet was distributed amongst thettartgrested parties -
municipal ecologists, biodiversity expert in Regional Environmental Inspessoraisheries Agency
experts. Volunteers willing to become members of the National Cetacean Strandingsofihoni
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+-/1.( eB'&#-31#-( OC-/+'/45( <-"I+'(
</$="(=/" (10154, ( +454('(=/-"1554(

3( 0/43#'5!"#-( +4"&4( 5V/'5-I'7( #4(
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I( BI"-<-2'%l#( &45-( #4J94&5'3MH( |
-B'&#-3I#-(=/-"1554(" (/4##-5-("T5-.(
I/1+14##-0554( 5/41(:a( +10164('(#4J9
1105-(/4T24(:(+4"&-.(LI/'-?' 1#-0554(
#A(IAT244(1(-5(a9c(?-(j(<-?'#.(n4&9
546'-## 75(=!/-2(/(89m(+10164.(g! '(
-0-BI#-05'( 3>3( 3> =/-' 3-2053-5-(
#4( ACA"5( " <"T?45( &A45-( <"43#7(
10510531#( C4&5-/( "+'5'14@( #4149
05344#15-(#4(=-=$"46'754.(
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#-(+-/1( &45-( &-#0$+'/45( &4&5-( B!#9
5-0#'(54&4('(=1"4<"1#'(3'?-3!(0(/4 9
"1# (14 +1'.(eB@-(:j(3"?4(/'B'(04(
-='04#'( &45-( 1405( -5( ="71&454( =-(
H/'+0&'5!( '( H43&4 &'5!( B/'<-31A(
L/#-+-10&'( &4"&4#( ) Psetta maxima
maeoticd,(+-/0&4("0'64() Raja clavaty,
L/#-+-/0&'(  +1?T?( ) Merlangius
merlangus euxindq ="45!/'#4( ) Liza
aurater,( "4/'7( ) Liza saliens( +/0&'(
&IC4"( Mugil cephalus( 1!/#-+-/0&4(
G4+0'7)Engraulis encrasicolus pontici(s
B4/B$#7ullus barbatus pontictig=4"49
+$?()Sarda sard& (0&-/='?()Scorpaena
porcug,($+B/'#4()Uoqrtuv(wtrrxsv*.(L/! (
=-0"I?#'5I( <-?'#( '#5/-2%96'14#'7(
3'?2(="1#<40() Mugil soiuy(!(34T'#(G/49
#'5!"I#(/'0$/0(=-(0!3!/#-5-(N!/#-+-9
I'(3(/4J-#A(HA(H/'+.(2#13#454(&-#0$9
+46'7(1(-5(j(?-(ca(&<.(

I"#1$%:4 M"12( 67"-054454( AB/4#( 4(
"3(#4( &'5-=-2-B#'(3( NI/#-(+-/1(-5(
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"-34()0"$14J#-( 4="54#1( 3(/'B4I0&(
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"#$%&H ()*,&+-.5-"
(Phocoena phocoena relickel, 1905)

[0/)&9&/H6"2"$ O&/HE"S #7%)?$ 0$ &210_
10)"$6"2&$ G&17*1$hocoena! phocoenal
relicta$#$9&/ &1&<*F)*$*$<0)02*F)*&F"" _
*F*2$82$G&G>"+20$)Bh0! bhocoera

) B, T$1><*$F"#2*$)"$#702"Ib;0/)&9&/#6* _
8090(#27&$:&/#6*$#T1*)0$ 20$ *$ 0<0(#6*20$ 9&/#6*$ #7%)0$ 0$ 75'_

,Phocoenidae 9&H)&$ 1"$#"$&2101)*$ #>3G&G>I"+**$)"$
.&1%Phocoena G&17*1"Jb

2(3& "#$%8&#'()*& !'/'#E$;’/c>&')$!()(;)/: @ $é 1;*]5552$ #(/))$ #éOg"$ 7$
: 6/"(3/0H)*20$/"(&)*$)"$8070/)*?$!0_

“4Phocoena&phocoenannacus & o 7.o¢ e 40mhs 6/"(3/0H22"$ )" #070/
17586 )*20$F #2*$)"$i21") 2*FO#6*2$*$*k*2$
RO O i &60")h$;0/)8$*$1'&7#68$98&/0I$$8/01*
9" (N3L%i(-<)&. % H=& '09)&$,76!IF*20!)&$Z<0(#6&-$98/0$*9"$
I"#$%&'(): 1,0/70)"$6)*<"$=I>?"T*OFVUS  01*)*F)*$/0<*#2/*/")*$#I>F"*I$i/0"1"$
[A@acde$B$ Cce]DSE"68)$ " $3*&!&<*F) &2§$0/)8.9&/#6*2$ G&1T7*1$ 76!IF7"$;0/_
I")&&3/"*0$=3G/*I&H0)*?$11$*$lI1] )&$ *$ I&7#68&$ 9&/0h$ O/FO)#6*?$ G/&_
M*+,-.&'/,*.Z $,0/70)$#G*#56$)"$KULNM6h$/"9&/)&$9(EL/0*]$%&#‘&/"h$#030{|)&$
MN$,E"#2/"00)-D$ %0/)#6"$ &)70)+*?$$§§3<0(#6&$' 98/0$*$ ) (770/&?2)§f$*F7’ n"_
G/*I&H0)*0$ KKD$ LKTMS$ =$ G/*1&HO)* ggg’gﬁ 'ng;?.‘)?f.lf 6&22$$ )("3(&3(3:'6:2-55 08
PH062 TS -5 03272208 ROWXYW GEG>"+"78) B0l phocoends 1070/&

A 1O HO)* S| |5+ 2&8F)*?%$i2!") 2*F0#6*$&60")$F/0'$8/0_
z I&HO)*2$11$*$1V.

VSEIGIEHO)2SIITSIVI 1*09)&$9&/0J$f5G/06*$F0$7#0$890$)0$0$

G&#2*<)"28$#5<I"#*0$ G&S$ 75G/&#"$ 6&<"$

[%$#) ! +(*&

"#$%&™()*+*$, Mammalia

"/01$ *2&&3/")*$, Cetacea
4&1/"/01$'53"2*$6*2&70$, Odontoceti
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5§ #10)*$ 0'0/"$ *$ I'<>)*$ 76IIF*201)8$  #'$9"16&$GE. 01/*$82$95H6*20I$m!"7"2"$
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07#6"$1"<>)*h$ "I 7*$0) /& 7#6*hS0<8/_)0S0$&2IE*0N$ </53)¥22$ GI'7)*6$0$)*
6+ S $0/5I<"FHE*$S 17 S'<")/&<I$ | HE6N$HS2E<5!)"$ &/9"$*$"&310)I$M5/_
FHAF 6+ 20$ 90#2"$ #'$ /"G&IGHO)*$ 7$  352$0$8+7020)$7$259)8$4+78$1&$F0/)&NS
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18" G"1)*20$3/0<870$)"$;0/)8$98/0$*$ &2 181)"2"$ #2/")"$ G&$ 68/09"J$ E53*_
868185 &7#68398/0]% 20$#'$1/03)*$GR$&EEIESXq_ptS)"$1&1)"
ek nan | " ~ " "
48G>1"++22"$)"$P0! phO! reliGA&HOS 3% 22?“)%5:&% ié%ﬁ%ﬁéﬁj&f@é;&
H0SH5#28:$82821°S "SGR TOF0B#>368C 7 [0 St Z REE SO DO A0
4+ T6IF0)aS 20°h$ 68-283 GI0ET_ 1l So 0 B N e e
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. K o <o m &2&$)*7&$)"$/0G/&1>62*7)&#2$TS#/"T_
0/)&$98&/0$*$:/"9&/)&$9&/0I$%&# &/"h

" o . * 9&/0J$:5H6*20$*$H0)#6*20$1&#2*<"2$

S 8?/%?$#7/ 56"$ 90H1>$0)&$*3 Z<0(#683 5 g g 75 101828 70/822)&$)"$ 75'"#2$
Y_X$<&1%)*I$%/"F)*?$ GO/*&1$0$ &#)&7)&S$

+%#,-1.*. $73g*?$/"90/$)"$ G&G>!"_  G/0'$!?2&2&$6"2&$HO)#6*20$9&<"2$1"$
+*22"$)"$ G&17*1"$0$)0*70#20)$*$™_ "3/090)0?2$G&F2*$7#76"$<&1*)"$6"2&$
2&7"$+?1&#2)&$ G/I&>F7")0$ 7$3"#0()"$0$3/090))&#22"$ G/&15!H"7"$R_@ @$90#0_
“6IIF*20)&$ 7"H)&JI$"3082&$ 9)0)*0$  +'$ *$ &3*6)&70)8$ /"H1"2$ 01)&$ 9"168$
Oh$ FO$ G/0'$ G&_<&!179"2"$ F'#2$)"$ QQIBIE0/+&1"$&2$9"($1&$"7<>#21$40/*&1"$
F*#10)&#22"$)"$9&/H6"2"$H#T*)?2$7$,0/_  )"$1"62"+*2$ 0$ X_t$ 90#0+"h$ #101$ 6&0
)&$9&/0$0$ G&_<&!1?79"$ &2$2"*$)"$"™"_ 2&$9"16*20$""G&F7"2$1"$#0$k/") 225 #$
1"2"$, Tursiops!truncatus! ponticds*$ G&_ 1/03)*$30)2&#)*$ 7*1&70$ ,&#)8&7)&$ G&_
)#6"$&2$2"+$)"$&3*6)&70)*?$10I'*)$  GF02"-$*$9"#&7*$GO!"<*F)*$7*1&70$/*3"$
,Delphinus!delphis!ponticii$
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6G*)1)8)+$& 7168 7*$'$>)+& 13318  Mnemiopsis leidgi)& 1*D<& 6*$N!)8+6&
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