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1. OPENING OF THE MEETING 

 

The Fourth Meeting of the Extended Bureau of the Parties to ACCOBAMS was convened in the Principality 

of Monaco, at the Scientific Centre of Monaco, on 18th and 19th April 2019.  

 

In accordance with Article 3 of the Rules of Procedures for the Bureau of the Parties to the Agreement on 

the Conservation on Cetaceans of the Black Sea, Mediterranean Sea and Contiguous Atlantic area, the 

Meeting was attended by: 

- the Members of the Bureau: Mr. Yann Wehrling (France), Mrs. Rahima Berkat (Algeria), Mr. 

Volodymyr Domashlinets (Ukraine), Mrs. Klodiana Marika (Albania), Mr. Savvas Michaelides 

(Cyprus); 

- a representative of the State holding the next Meeting of the Parties: Mr. Irfan Uysal (Turkey); 

- the following appointed Experts: Mr. Ali Cemal Gücü, Mrs. Carmen Mifsud and Mr. Patrick Van 

Klaveren; 

- the following National representatives: Mrs. Céline Impagliazzo (Monaco); Mrs. Nela Miauta 

(Romania). 

 

It was also attended by Mrs. Florence Descroix Comanducci (Executive Secretary of ACCOBAMS), Mr. 

Simone Panigada (Chair of the Scientific Committee of ACCOBAMS), and the staff of the Permanent 

Secretariat. Mrs. Isabelle Rosabrunetto, Director General of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation 

of Monaco was also invited to participate, as expert of the Country hosting the Permanent Secretariat, to 

the discussions on the draft Resolutions 7.7, related to the recruitment procedure for the Executive 

Secretary, and 7.8 on the Structure and Personnel of the ACCOBAMS Permanent Secretariat. The full list of 

participants appears in Annex 1 to this report.  

 

Mr. Rampal, President of the Board of the Scientific Centre of Monaco (CSM), welcomed all the participants 

to Monaco and congratulated ACCOBAMS for the successful completion of the ACCOBAMS Survey Initiative 

large scale Mediterranean campaign. The Executive Secretary warmly thanked him for his offer to host the 

Meeting in the premises of the Centre. 

 

The Executive Secretary opened the Meeting at 9.00 a.m., on Thursday 18th April 2019.  She welcomed the 

participants, and introduced the new Chair of the ACCOBAMS Bureau, H.E. Mr. Yan Wehrling, replacing H.E. 

Mr. Xavier Sticker who was not anymore in a position to undertake this duty due to new professional 

commitments. She also provided details about the logistic arrangements for the participants and about the 

documentation of the Meeting. 

 

The Chair of the Bureau expressed his delight to hold this new position in ACCOBAMS and thanked the 

Permanent Secretariat for its assistance in the preparation of the Meeting.  

 

2. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 
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The Executive Secretary introduced the Provisional Agenda (BU_EXT4/2019/Doc01), the Provisional 

Annotated Agenda (BU_EXT4/2019/Doc02) and the timetable contained in document BU_EXT4/2019/Doc 

03. The Extended Bureau adopted the Agenda as it appears in Annex 2 to this report. 

 

3. ADMINISTRATIVE ISSUES  

 

3.1 Update on ACCOBAMS Permanent Secretariat activities 

 

¶ Improve capacities of National Organisations and Experts 

The Permanent Secretariat informed the Bureau about the implementation of the ACCOBAMS Master 

Course Module, on Cetacean Conservation, at the Istanbul University in Turkey. 

The Permanent Secretariat thanked both the ACCOBAMS Partner TUDAV and the Black Sea Commission 

Permanent Secretariat for facilitating the organisation of this Master course in Turkey. The ACCOBAMS 

Module took place during one week in March 2019 and was attended by 30 Master and PhD students from 

all the Black Sea Countries. 

 

¶ Improve knowledge about state of cetaceans 

The ACCOBAMS Executive Secretary reminded the context and objectives of the ACCOBAMS Survey 

Initiative and highlighted the major steps taken since the beginning of the project, in particular the 

successful implementation of the survey in the Mediterranean Sea during the summer 2018 and the 

obtention of an EU Grant to also conduct the survey in the Black Sea during the summer 2019. Those 

achievements were presented during dedicated public awareness events at the occasion of the Monaco 

Ocean Week and in Istanbul. 

 

The ACCOBAMS Permanent Secretariat presented the status of implementation of the project, focusing on 

the major actions conducted since the last Bureau.  Considering the particular situations in Egypt and Syria, 

cetaceans survey in those countries are under preparation for an implementation during the summer 2019.  

While the ASI data collected so far in the Mediterranean is currently analysed by the ASI Data Analysis 

expert group and will be presented during the ASI Special Event to be held on the 4th November, before the 

MOP7, this group is also working on organizing participatory sub-regional workshops where the different 

countries involved will be invited to contribute to the data analysis process. The data management aspects 

have been considered through the finalization of a Preparatory study for an information management 

system for cetacean survey data in the ACCOBAMS Agreement area (ACCOBAMS-BUEXT4/2019/Inf 07), 

whose conclusions were used by the ACCOBAMS Secretariat and the ASI Steering Committee to elaborate 

an ASI Data policy proposal.  The later document (ACCOBAMS-BU_ EXT4/2019/Doc04) was presented to the 

Bureau, in view of being then circulated to the NFP and ASI contact Group Members. It was proposed to 

add a second annex to the document in order to describe the content of the ASI data (metadata).  

 

The successful partnership with the UNEP/MAP-RAC/SPA, in particular within the framework of the EcAp 

process, has already led to the implementation of two Cetacean Monitoring Technique training workshops 

in Tunisia (one sub regional French Speaking Workshop for Tunisia, Algeria and Morocco, and one 

dedicated to Libyan scientists). Two additional training workshops are under preparation to complete this 

part of the ASI capacity-building component. In addition and in order to share the information on results 

obtained, ASI presentations were given in relevant conferences (CMS MoU sharks, ICMMPA5 and GFCM 
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Fish Forum) and communication tools were developed and are available for use by ACCOBMAS Parties and 

partners. 

 

Then, ACCOBAMS Permanent Secretariat presented the European Commission granted CeNoBS project, 

that was designŜŘ ǘƻ ΨΩ{ǳǇǇƻǊt MSFD Implementation In The Black Sea Through Establishing A Regional 

monitoring system of cetaceans (D1) and noise monitoring (D11) for achieving GESΩΩ. In addition to pilot 

activities on by-catch and noise monitoring, CeNoBS will allow to conduct an aerial survey to estimate 

abundance and distribution of cetaceans in the Black Sea, which will complement the ASI. 

 

¶ Species conservation plans 

The Permanent Secretariat recalled that during MOP7, Parties adopted a Resolution on species 

άConservation Management Plansέ (CMP) in order to manage human activities that affect cetaceans in the 

Mediterranean Sea in order to maintain a favourable conservation status throughout their historical range, 

based on the best available scientific knowledge.  

Four CMPs are under development (Fin whale, RissoΩs dolphin, Common dolphin and Bottlenose dolphin) 

and an expert drafting workshop for Fin whales and RissoΩs dolphins will be held in Tunisia in September 

2019. 

 

¶ Interactions with fisheries 

The ACCOBAMS Permanent Secretariat informed the Bureau about the establishment of the Joint Working 

Group on Bycatch with ASCOBANS, in accordance with ACCOBAMS Work Program 2017-2019. This Working 

Group is composed of members and observers of the ACCOBAMS Scientific Committee and ASCOBANS 

Advisory Committee, plus a representative of the IWC Bycatch Mitigation Initiative.  

The ACCOBAMS Permanent Secretariat presented also an update of the three ongoing projects supported 

by the MAVA Foundation aimed at addressing negative interactions between endangered marine species 

and fishing activities. In particular, it has been highlighted that: 

- the bycatch monitoring programme (on-board observations and port questionnaires) started in the 

three countries targeted by the MAVA BycatcƘ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ όΨ¦ƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ Mediterranean multi-taxa 

bycatch of vulnerabƭŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘŜǎǘƛƴƎ ƳƛǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴΩ) following the GFCM Methodology for data 

collection; 

- within the framework of the MAVA Depredation project, the national partners from Tunisia (INAT 

and INSTM) have defined their action plan and the activities are going to start with the support of 

dedicated experts recruited to provide technical assistance. In Morocco, the national partner 

(INRH) is currently developing its action plan; 

- a call for project proposals was launched by SPA/RAC within the framework of the MAVA Species 

ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ όΨExpand the state of knowledge of vulnerable speciesΩ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴΣ ǊŀƴƎŜΣ ƳƛƎǊŀǘƻǊȅ 

routes, habitat useΩύ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ŀƛƳŜŘ ŀǘ ƛƳǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻƴ Řistribution and 

abundance of endangered species impacted by interactions with fishing activities. 

 

¶ Underwater noise 

The ACCOBAMS Permanent Secretariat informed the Bureau about the ongoing projects on underwater 

noise. In the framework of the EU funded QuietMed Project, the ACCOBAMS Permanent Secretariat, in 

collaboration with specific experts, was contributing to several activities in particular the development of 

guidance on noise modelling and mapping, the development of a regional noise register. It ended in 

December 2018, after 24 months of duration. 
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To move forward with this priority topic, a follow-up project άQUIETMED2έ, was accepted by EU. It is also 

funded by the DG Environment and aims to enhance cooperation among Member States (MS) in the 

Mediterranean Sea Region for achieving a GES assessment on Descriptor 11 - noise in the Mediterranean. 

 

 

 

Moreover, regarding collaboration with the Barcelona Convention on this issue, the last meeting of 

Correspondence Group on Pollution Monitoring (COR-MON) ς EcAp process (2-3 April 2019, Podgorica, 

Montenegro), welcomed the Guidance Factsheets for Candidate Indicators 26 and 27 related to Ecological 

Objective 11 (Energy including underwater noise). The revised versions of the Guidance Fact Sheets will be 

submitted to the Meeting of MED POL Focal Points in May 2019 for their approval. 

 

The ACCOBAMS Permanent Secretariat informed the Bureau about progress on the organisation of a 

Workshop with NATO and National Navies in order to improve dialogue and cooperation between 

ACCOBAMS, NATO and national navies on noise issues. It is planned to be held in Toulon, France, on 8 and 9 

October 2019. 

 

¶ Ship strikes 

Bureau Members were informed that a joint IWC- IUCN MMPA TF- !//h.!a{ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ άǘƻ ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘŜ Ƙƻǿ 

the data & process used to identify IMMAs can assist the IWC to identify areas of high risk for shƛǇ ǎǘǊƛƪŜǎέ 

was held on 5th and 6th April 2019 in Messinia, Greece, just before the ICMMPA5 Conference. 

Recommendations issued will be presented to the next Meeting of the IWC Scientific Committee in May 

2019 and to the 7th Meeting of Parties to ACCOBAMS. 

 

¶ Cetacean stranding 

The last Meeting of the ACCOBAMS Scientific Committee was informed about two initiatives, developed 

independently in the ACCOBAMS and ASCOBANS agreements, regarding protocols/best practices for the 

postmortem analyses on cetaceans were presented. In this framework, it was decided to organize a Joint 

ACCOBAMS and ASCOBANS Workshop on harmonization of the best practices for necropsy of cetaceans 

and for the development of diagnostic frameworks. The joint workshop will be held on 24-25 June 2019, in 

Padova, Italy. Main objective of the workshop will be:  

- Proposing a harmonized multi-tiers best practice for the postmortem analyses; 

- setting up a diagnostic framework for specific threat to be investigated during cetaceaƴǎΩ 

strandings, namely bycatch, marine debris effects, sound related mortalities, pollution, infectious 

diseases and others; 

- composing a list of experts/laboratories for any different issues able to support and advice 

European and worldwide stranding networks 

 

¶ Cetacean watching 

The ACCOBAMS Permanent Secretariat informed the Bureau about the implementation of the άIƛƎƘ 

Quality Whale-²ŀǘŎƘƛƴƎϯέ Certificate for the first time in Italy. The CIMA Research Foundation, ACCOBAMS 

Partner, provided a άIƛƎƘ vǳŀƭƛǘȅ ²hale-²ŀǘŎƘƛƴƎϯέ Certificate Training to commercial operators, in the 

framework  of the European project EcoSTRIM promoting Italy and France cross-border cooperation 

activities for the construction of a territorial strategy for the development and advancement of sustainable 
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tourism by creating ecological labels and sporting activities dedicated to the marine and coastal 

environment. 

About 35 commercial operators attended the training in March 2019 at the Savona University Campus in 

Italy. 

 

 

¶ Interactions with marine litters 

The ACCOBAMS Permanent Secretariat informed the Bureau about the development of pilot activities 

aimed at collecting data on ingested marine litter/entanglement evidences during cetacean necropsies. 

This activity is implemented in the Adriatic region with the support of skilled experts from the University of 

Padova (Italy), in collaboration with relevant organizations from other Adriatic countries able to perform 

cetacean necropsies. This activity is implemented in collaboration with MEDPOL, within the framework of 

the implementation of the Integrated Monitoring and Assessment Programme, in particular the Candidate 

Indicator нп ά¢ǊŜƴŘǎ in the amount of litter ingested by or entangling marine organisms focusing on 

selected mammals, marine birds and marine turtlŜǎέΦ 

 

¶ Protected Areas for cetaceans 

A workshop on identification of new ACCOBAMS CCH: a collaborative threat-based management approach 

was organized in Messinia, Greece, on 9th April 2019, during the ICMMPA5 Conference. It aimed at: 

- Exchanging about main human activities impacting cetaceans in the ACCOBAMS Area; 

- Exchanging about existing mitigation measures with weak and strong points; 

- Proposing concrete actions to be recommended to ACCOBAMS Parties in order to improve 

cetacean conservation especially in CCH. 

 

The Bureau commended all the activities implemented and congratulated the ACCOBAMS Permanent 

Secretariat and the Scientific Committee for their work.  

They encouraged the ACCOBAMS Permanent Secretariat and the Scientific Committee to continue and 

strengthen cooperation with all relevant Organizations in order to capitalize on ongoing efforts 

undertaken for the conservation of cetacean. 

 

3.2 Update on Scientific Committee activities 

 

This item was addressed under the Agenda item 3.1. 

Fifteen recommendations were proposed and will be presented during MOP7. 

 

3.3 Budgetary matters 

 

The ACCOBAMS Permanent Secretariat presented the report on incomes and expenditures for 2018 as per 

31st December 2018 (BU_EXT4/2019/Doc 05).  

 

The Chair of the Bureau congratulated the ACCOBAMS Permanent Secretariat for the presentation and the 

management of the contributions. 
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3.4 ACCOBAMS Partners 

 

The ACCOBAMS Permanent Secretariat presented the new requests for ACCOBAMS partnership as 

contained in document ACCOBAMS-BU_EXT4/2019/Doc 06: 

- The Association Menkab, il respiro del mare NGO, represented by Mr. Biagio Violi in quality of vice-

president, applied for the Status of ACCOBAMS Partner.  

- The Marecamp Onlus Association, represented by Mr. Dario Garofalo in quality of President, 

applied for the Status of ACCOBAMS Partner. 

- The Italian Marine Protected AǊŜŀ ά/ŀǇƻ /ŀǊōƻƴŀǊŀέ - Municipality of Villasimius (Sardinia, Italy) 

represented by Dr. Fabrizio Atzori in quality of MPA Director/Manager. This application had already 

been submitted to the 12th Meeting of the ACCOBAMS Bureau in December 2018, and the Bureau 

had postponed its decision concerning the Italian Marine Protected Areŀ ά/ŀǇƻ /ŀǊōƻƴŀǊŀέ ƎƛǾŜƴ 

that the Italian National Focal Point was not in favour. 

 

The Bureau decided to grant the status of A//h.!a{ tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ bDh άaŜƴƪŀōΣ il respiro del 

ƳŀǊŜέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ άaŀǊŜŎŀƳǇ hƴƭǳǎέ. 

 

After the re-examination and discussion regarding this application, the Bureau decided to grant the status 

of ACCOBAMS Partners to the Italian aŀǊƛƴŜ tǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ !ǊŜŀ ά/ŀǇƻ /ŀǊōƻƴŀǊŀέ. 

 

The ACCOBAMS Permanent Secretariat was requested to officially inform Directors of the two NGOs and 

of the MPA. 

 

 

4. 2018 ACCOBAMS CALL FOR PROPOSALS FOR PROJECTS TO BE FUNDED UNDER THE SUPPLEMENTARY 

CONSERVATION FUND 

 

The ACCOBAMS Permanent Secretariat informed the Bureau Members about the project proposals 

received in the framework of the 2018 ACCOBAMS call for proposals launched by the Secretariat in 

December 2018 (BU-EXT4/2019/Doc 07). 

 

The Chair of the Scientif ic Committee presented the Scientific Committee evaluation of the project 

proposals received (BU-EXT4/2019/Doc 08). 

The Bureau Members were invited to consider the project proposals received and their evaluation by the 

Scientific Committee. 

 

After discussions, the Bureau agreed to support, through the Supplementary Conservation Fund, the 

following projects: 

мκ άEstablishing the bank of cetacean tissue samples in Ukraineέ from the I.I. Schmalhausen 

Institute of Zoology (IZ) of National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine 

Considering that another proposal also aimed at establishing the tissue bank in Ukraine was 

submitted by the Institute of Marine Biology (IMB), then the Bureau recommended that IZ, when 

informed about the selection of their project, be invited to collaborate with IMB for establishing 

the tissue bank in Ukraine.  
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нκ άMonitoring and mitigation of cetacean bycatch in Bulgarian watersέ ŦǊƻƳ DǊŜŜƴ .ŀƭƪŀƴǎ 

NGO (Bulgaria) 

 

оκ άaƛǎŜ Ŝƴ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŘΩǳƴ ƴƻǳǾŜŀǳ ǊŞǎŜŀǳ ƻǇŞǊŀǘƛƻƴƴŜƭ ǇƻǳǊ ƭŜ suivi des échouages de cétacés sur le 

littoral algérienέ from the Centre National de Recherche et de Développement de la Pêche et de 

ƭΩ!ǉǳŀŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ό/bRDPA). 

The Bureau agreed to support this project pending the improvement of the project document. 

The Bureau invited the Permanent Secretariat to support the CNRDPA in the review of the 

proposal, in collaboration with the Scientific Committee. 

 

The Permanent Secretariat pointed out some gaps and weaknesses in the procedure of the ACCOBAMS call 

for proposals that appear after this round of the call for proposals. 

 

After considering this question, the Bureau mandated the Permanent Secretariat to review the 

procedure of the ACCOBAMS Call for proposals to cover: 

i) the need to ensure that the proposals be submitted from an organization based in the country in 

which the project activities are to be implemented 

ii) the need to consolidate the selection procedure 

It was proposed to include the amended procedure in a draft Resolution to be submitted to Parties at 

MOP7. 

 

 

5. PREPARATION OF THE SEVENTH MEETING OF THE PARTIES (MOP7) 

 

5.1 Review of the draft Resolutions to be submitted to MOP7 

 

The Executive Secretary introduced the draft Resolutions (BU_EXT4/2019/Doc 10) and their annexes to be 

submitted to the Parties.  

The final list of draft Resolutions to be submitted to the MOP7 appears in Annex 3 to this report. 

 

The Extended Bureau reviewed the proposed draft Resolutions. The full English text of the draft 

Resolutions as reviewed by the Extended Bureau appears in the Annex 4 to this report. 

 

Draft Res 7.1: Granting the right to vote 

According to Article 14. 2 of the Rules of ProceŘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ahtΣ άwŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ tŀǊǘƛŜǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ 

three or more years behind in paying their subscriptions on the date of the opening session of the Meeting 

of the Parties shall not be eligible to vote. However, the Meeting of the Parties may allow such Parties to 

continue to exercise their right to vote if it is satisfied that the delay in payment arises from exceptional 

ŎƛǊŎǳƳǎǘŀƴŎŜǎέΦ 

 

The Extended Bureau asked the Permanent Secretariat to contact the Focal Points from Libya and Syria 

requesting them to ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊƛŀǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŦƻǊƳŀƭ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ άŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴŀƭ 

circǳƳǎǘŀƴŎŜǎέ that led to the delay in payment. This document will be then examined at the opening of 

the Meeting of the Parties in order to decide if the Party will be exceptionally granted the right to vote 

during the forthcoming Meeting of the Parties to ACCOBAMS. 
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The draft Resolution 7.1, as approved by the Extended Bureau, appears in Annex 4 to this report. 

 

Draft Res 7.2: ACCOBAMS Strategy 

The ACCOBAMS Executive Secretary explained that in accordance with the ACCOBAMS Strategy adopted in 

2013 by MOP6, the mid-term evaluation of the effectiveness of the ACCOBAMS Strategy should be carried 

out in 2018/2019. In this context, following a call for consultancy issued by the Permanent Secretariat, Mr. 

Alain Jeudy de Grissac, was contracted to undertake the assessment of the level of effectiveness of the 

ACCOBAMS Strategy 2014-2025. 

The first report on the evaluation of the effectiveness of the ACCOBAMS Strategy 2014-2025 was circulated 

to all Focal Points early 2019. Looking at the gaps between the national reports information and the 

Strategy requirements, it appears necessary to review the Strategy by redefining the responsibilities of 

each ACCOBAMS constituency elements. 

 

The Annex of the draft Resolution άnew ACCOBAMS Strategyέ, will be circulated for comments and 

suggestions to ACCOBAMS Focal Points after the Extended Bureau Meeting. 

 

The draft Resolution, as approved by the Extended Bureau, appears in Annex 4 to this report. 

The Annex of the draft Resolution will be revised after ACCOBAMS Focal PointsΩ review. 

 

Draft Res 7.3: ACCOBAMS Funding Strategy 

As provided by the ACCOBAMS Work Programme 2017-2019 (Resolution 6.5), the ACCOBAMS Permanent 

Secretariat developed a draft ACCOBAMS Funding Strategy in the view of its presentation at MOP7. 

A preliminary draft was presented at the Eleventh Meeting of the ACCOBAMS Bureau (Monaco, 14-15 

December 2017) for guidance on the format and content of this document. After the Bureau review, the 

preliminary draft was also presented to the National Representatives during the Fourth Session of the 

ACCOBAMS Regional Workshops (Tunis, 7-12 May 2018). 

The ACCOBAMS Funding Strategy has been elaborated to support the implementation of the ACCOBAMS 

Strategy by setting up a general framework for resources mobilization. Based on an overview of the 

ACCOBAMS funding (part 1 of this document), the funding strategy is aimed at identifying ways of 

strengthening and optimizing resource mobilization for supporting ACCOBAMS implementation (part 2). 

 

The draft ACCOBAMS Funding Strategy will be circulated for comments and suggestions to ACCOBAMS 

Focal Points after the Extended Bureau Meeting. 

 

The draft Resolution, as approved by the Extended Bureau, appears in Annex 4 to this report. The Annex of 

the draft Resolution will be revised after ACCOBAMS Focal PointsΩ review. 

 

Draft Res 7.4: Scientific Committee 

Based on the functioning of the current Scientific Committee, whose composition was adopted during the 

Fifth Meeting of Parties to the ACCOBAMS, the Secretariat proposed some small amendments, in particular 

the equitable gender balance of membership within the Scientific Committee. 

 

The draft Resolution, as approved by the Extended Bureau, appears in Annex 4 to this report. 
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Draft Res 7.5: ACCOBAMS Partners 

The objective of this draft Resolution is to clarify the status of ACCOBAMS Partners and their commitments. 

 

The draft Resolution, as approved by the Extended Bureau, appears in Annex 4 to this report. 

 

 

Draft Res 7.6: Work programme and budget for the triennium 2020-2022 

This draft Resolution merges the budget and the Work Programme in one Resolution. 

The ACCOBAMS Permanent Secretariat presented the new format proposed for the 2020-2022 Work 

Programme, as requested during MOP6 through Resolution 6.5. The proposed 2020-2022 Work 

Programme, takes into account national priorities and is based on the format approved by Parties during 

the regional workshops of May 2018. 

For each action, the Permanent Secretariat indicated the total budget. Secured funds (Ordinary 

Contributions, Voluntary Contributions or External Funds) and the required additional Voluntary 

Contributions or External Funds will be specified as well. 

Three budget scenarios implementing the functional structure of the Permanent Secretariat were proposed 

for the 2020-2022 triennium. The only change in these options is the budget dedicated to conservation 

actions. 

 

Regarding the mechanism presented under these budget scenarios, it should be noted that a new 

budgetary approach has been considered compared to what has been used until now, which applies 

percentages instead of fix amounts for the minimum Ordinary Contributions requiring periodical 

negotiations at Meeting of Parties. This innovative mechanism would allow a fair distribution of financial 

impact among Parties of any budget increase, in particular in the light of the implementation of a functional 

structure for the ACCOBAMS Permanent Secretariat that includes salary scales for the personnel. 

 

 

Regarding budget presentation, the Bureau members recommended the Secretariat: 

1/ to present only scenarios 1 and 2 of the documents BU_EXT4 Inf05; 

2/ to present both percentages and fix amounts for the minimum Ordinary Contributions 

3/ to prepare an information document with activities carried out by ACCOBAMS and funded by the 

ACCOBAMS Secretariat in the Countries having minimum Ordinary Contributions. 

 

The draft Resolution, as approved by the Extended Bureau, appears in Annex 4 to this report. The Annexes 

of the draft Resolution, especially annual ordinary contributions, will be revised according to comments 

from the Extended Bureau.  

 

 

Draft Res 7.7: Recruitment procedures for the Executive Secretary  

The Executive Secretary recalled that during MOP 6, Parties, through the Resolution 6.3, entrusted the 

Bureau to address the question of the recruitment procedures for the Executive Secretary as a matter of 

priority and in consultation with the Host Country. 

The draft Resolution on the procedure for the recruitment of the Executive Secretary was prepared based 

on the comments received from the consultation with the National Focal Points, and on the comments 

from Bureau Members during BU12. 

https://www.linguee.fr/anglais-francais/traduction/through.html
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The draft Resolution, as approved by the Extended Bureau, appears in Annex 4 to this report. 

 

Draft Res 7.8: Functional structure and personnel of the ACCOBAMS Permanent Secretariat  

The Executive Secretary recalled the provisions of Resolution 6.3 that mandated the Executive Secretary to 

(i) entrust a specialized consultant to carry a functional assessment of the personnel needs of the 

Secretariat and associated costs and (ii) develop a proposal on the structure of the Permanent Secretariat, 

based on the results and recommendations of the functional assessment and in consultation with the Host 

Country and the Bureau.  

 

The draft Resolution on the functional structure and personnel of the ACCOBAMS Permanent Secretariat, 

was prepared based on the comments received from the consultation with the National Focal Points, and 

on comments from the Bureau Members during BU12. 

 

The draft Resolution, as approved by the Extended Bureau, appears in Annex 4 to this report. 

 

Draft Res 7.9: Cetacean population estimates and distribution in the ACCOBAMS area: the ACCOBAMS 

Survey Initiative 

The draft Resolution was prepared based on the Recommendation 12.2 adopted by the ACCOBAMS 

Scientific Committee during its Twelfth Meeting (5th-8th November 2018, Monaco)  

 

The main objective of this draft Resolution is (i) to capitalize on the ACCOBAMS Survey Initiative and (ii) to 

improving ŎŜǘŀŎŜŀƴǎΩ Řƛǎtribution and abundance monitoring efforts in the Agreement Area. 

 

The draft Resolution, as approved by the Extended Bureau, appears in Annex 4 to this report. 

 

Draft Res 7.10: Interactions between fisheries and cetaceans  

The draft Resolution was prepared based on the Recommendation 12.3 adopted by the ACCOBAMS 

Scientific Committee during its Twelfth Meeting (5th-8th November 2018, Monaco). 

 

This draft Resolution addresses the issue of interactions between cetaceans and fishing activities, and the 

need (i) to investigate approaches for achieving significant decrease in the cetacean by-catch levels and (ii) 

to conduct  socio-economic studies on the extent of depredation caused by cetaceans, in order to elaborate 

possible mitigation measures, which may help to prevent retaliation actions by fishermen. It also 

encourages the continuation of initiatives undertaken during the triennium 2017-2019, especially in 

collaboration with other relevant organizations. 

 

The draft Resolution, as approved by the Extended Bureau, appears in Annex 4 to this report. 

 

Draft Res 7.11: Ship strikes on Cetaceans  

The draft Resolution was prepared based on the Recommendation 12.5 adopted by the ACCOBAMS 

Scientific Committee during its Twelfth Meeting (5th-8th November 2018, Monaco). 
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The main objective of the draft Resolution on ship strikes is to underline that the highest priority on this 

issue is the collection and reporting of data which can assist in the development of mitigation measures, 

especially in high risk areas for ship strikes in the Mediterranean Sea.  

It is also recommended (i) to undertake scientific evaluation of the efficacy of tools to prevent and mitigate 

ship strikes and (ii) to reinforce the collaboration of ACCOBAMS with other relevant organizations on this 

issue, in particular taking into consideration the recommendations from the άjoint IWC-IUCN-ACCOBAMS 

workshop on how the data and process used to identify Important Marine Mammal Areas (IMMAs) can 

assist in identifying areas of high risk for ship strikesέ (6-7 April 2018, Messinia, Greece). 

The draft Resolution, as approved by the Extended Bureau, appears in Annex 4 to this report. 

 

Draft Res 7.12: Anthropogenic Noise  

The draft Resolution was prepared based on the Recommendation 12.4 adopted by the ACCOBAMS 

Scientific Committee during its Twelfth Meeting (5th-8th November 2018, Monaco). 

 

The main objective of the draft Resolution on Anthropogenic Noise is to propose concrete measures to 

Parties to better manage noise-producing human activities which may affect cetaceans. 

It will permit to pursue the works done by ACCOBAMS during the triennium 2017-2019, especially by 

reinforcing collaboration on this issue with other relevant International Organizations and Agreement 

Secretariats such as CMS Family, EC, OSPAR, ICES, the Barcelona Convention, Black Sea Commission, CBD, 

IWC, NATO and with relevant international NGOs. 

Parties are encouraged to contribute, in particular, to the ACCOBAMS regional register for impulsive noise 

sources in the ACCOBAMS area and to grant, in priority, permits for activities in their national area to 

industrial companies employing ACCOBAMS Highly Qualified MMOs/PAM operators. 

 

The draft Resolution, as approved by the Extended Bureau, appears in Annex 4 to this report. 

 

Draft Res 7.13: Best practices in monitoring and management of cetacean stranding  

The draft Resolution was prepared based on the Recommendation 12.7 adopted by the ACCOBAMS 

Scientific Committee during its Twelfth Meeting (5th-8th November 2018, Monaco). 

 

The main objective of the draft Resolution on best practices in monitoring and management of cetacean 

stranding is to endorse some standardized best practices on cetacean stranding. Indeed, the harmonization 

of best practices for necropsy of cetaceans and for the development of diagnostic frameworks in the 

ACCOBAMS and ASCOBANS agreements will reinforce exchanges and collaboration between relevant 

experts and between stranding networks.  

 

The draft Resolution, as approved by the Extended Bureau, appears in Annex 4 to this report. 

 

Draft Res 7.14: Assessing Marine Litter impacts on cetaceans 

The draft Resolution was prepared based on the Recommendation 12.7 adopted by the ACCOBAMS 

Scientific Committee during its Twelfth Meeting (5th-8th November 2018, Monaco). 

 

This draft Resolution is aimed at stressing the importance of evaluating and addressing negative impacts of 

marine litter on cetaceans, in particular through monitoring ingested marine litter and entanglement 

evidences during cetaceans necropsies following the standardized best practices included in the draft 
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Resolution on stranding. It also encourages to reinforce cooperation on this issue with all relevant Bodies, 

Organisations and Initiatives at the regional scale. 

 

The draft Resolution, as approved by the Extended Bureau, appears in Annex 4 to this report. 

 

Draft Res 7.15: Commercial cetacean-watching activities  

The draft Resolution was prepared based on the Recommendation 12.6 adopted by the ACCOBAMS 

Scientific Committee during its Twelfth Meeting (5th-8th November 2018, Monaco). 

The objective of the draft Resolution on Commercial cetacean-watching activities is to ensure sustainable 

Whale Watching activities in the ACCOBAMS area, especially by promoting the High-Quality Whale 

Watching® Certificate. 

 

The draft Resolution, as approved by the Extended Bureau, appears in Annex 4 to this report. 

 

Draft Res 7.16: Species Conservation and Management Plans 

Since Species Conservation and Management Plans are living documents, the Chair of the Scientific 

Committee suggested to delete this draft Resolution. The draft Conservation and Management Plans for fin 

whale and for RissoΩs dolphins will be presented to Parties during MOP7, based on the output of the expert 

drafting workshop which will be held in Tunisia in September 2019. 

 

The Extended Bureau agreed that presenting a draft Resolution of this issue is not relevant. Instead, draft 

Conservation and Management Plans for fin whale and for RissoΩǎ ŘƻƭǇƘƛƴǎ will be presented during 

MOP7. 

 

 

Draft Res 7.17: ACCOBAMS mobilization for marine biodiversity conservation under the global post 2020 

biodiversity framework  

This draft Resolution was proposed by the President of the ACCOBAMS Bureau at its 12th Meeting, as an 

ACCOBAMS contribution to the global mobilization to fight against biodiversity erosion, through the 

commitment of its Parties, relying on the valorisation of robust data and significant results of the 

"ACCOBAMS Survey Initiative (ASI)", first evaluation at the regional Mediterranean and Black Sea scale of 

the abundance and distribution of megafauna but also of marine litter and underwater noise. Parties to 

ACCOBAMS could also commit to transform the adopted Resolutions into legal instruments, by 

implementing and/or promoting the implementation of effective conservation measures, at national and 

regional ACCOBAMS level, based on the global vision provided and the statement made by the ASI 

regarding the abundance and distribution of cetaceans, but also marine litters mainly composed of plastics, 

and underwater noise 

 

The Chair of the Bureau proposed that, considering that this draft resolution was suggested by the former 

ACCOBAMS Chair and that it is fully in line with the French strategic mobilization towards biodiversity 

conservation, then he will investigate the possibility for the French Delegation to sponsor and present this 

Resolution at MOP7. He invited other Parties like Monaco (hosting ACCOBAMS Permanent Secretariat) and 

Albania (currently ensuring UNEP-MAP Presidency) to co-sponsor the draft Resolution. The Focal Points of 

these countries will investigate this proposal.  
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The Extended Bureau welcomed the proposal made by the Chair and invited the ACCOBAMS Permanent 

Secretariat to forward the proposal of a co-sponsor to all the Focal Points. 

 

The draft Resolution, as approved by the Extended Bureau, appears in Annex 4 to this report. The preamble 

of the draft Resolution will be finalized after co-sponsoring Parties review. 

 

Draft Res 7.18: List of Resolutions in force 

Since Parties already adopted the Resolution 6.25 which already gives a list of Resolutions having a 

normative character which have not been subsequently replaced, the ACCOBAMS Permanent Secretariat 

proposed to delete the draft Resolution and to present the updated list of Resolutions in force as an 

information document during MOP7. 

 

The Extended Bureau approved the proposal of the ACCOBAMS Permanent Secretariat to present the list 

of Resolution in force as an information document and not as a draft Resolution during MOP7. 

 

 

Draft Res 7.19: Tribute to the organisers 

The draft Resolution, as approved by the Extended Bureau, appears in Annex 4 to this report. 

 

 

Draft Res 7.20: Date, venue and funding of the Eight session of the Meeting of the Parties 

The draft Resolution, as approved by the Extended Bureau, appears in Annex 4 to this report. 

 

 

5.2 Arrangements for the MOP7  

 

The representative of Turkey where the next Meeting of the Parties will be held, and the Permanent 

Secretariat informed the Extended Bureau on the progress made in the preparation of the MOP7. 

The Meeting will be organized from 5th to 8th November 2019, in Istanbul. A special event to present the ASI 

will be held in the morning of the 4th of November 2019. 

The letter of invitation will be sent to all Focal Points, Partners and relevant Organizations in May 2019. 

 

The ACCOBAMS Secretariat was requested to specify in the letter of invitation, the mandatory presence 

of national representatives during the meeting of the Head of delegation. 

 

 

6. OTHER BUSINESS  

 

No other business was raised. 

 

7. CLOSURE OF THE MEETING 

 

The Chair of the Bureau thanked the Meeting participants and closed the Meeting on Friday 19th April 2019 

at 5:00 pm. 
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ANNEX 2 - AGENDA OF THE FOURTH EXTENDED BUREAU MEETING  

 
 
1. Opening of the Meeting 

 

2. Adoption of the Agenda 

 

3. Administrative issues  

3.1 Update on ACCOBAMS Permanent Secretariat activities 

3.2 Update on Scientific Committee activities 

3.3 Budgetary matters 

3.4 ACCOBAMS Partners 

 

4. 2018 ACCOBAMS Call for proposals for projects to be funded under the Supplementary Conservation 
Fund 

 

5. Preparation of the Seventh Meeting of the Parties (MOP7) 

5.1 Review of the draft Resolutions to be submitted to MOP7 

5.2 Arrangements for the MOP7  

 

6. Other business  

 

7. Closure of the Meeting 
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ANNEX 3 ς LIST OF DRAFT RESOLUTIONS TO BE SUBMITTED TO THE MOP7 
 
 

Draft Res7.1 Granting the right to vote 

Draft Res7.2 ACCOBAMS Strategy    

Draft Res7.3 ACCOBAMS Funding Strategy  

Draft Res7.4 Scientific Committee 

Draft Res7.5 
Procedure for the ACCOBAMS call of proposals submitted under the 
Supplementary Conservation Funds 

Draft Res7.6 ACCOBAMS Partners 

Draft Res7.7 Work Programme and Budget for the triennium 2020-2022 

Draft Res7.8 Recruitment procedure for the Executive Secretary 

Draft Res7.9 Structure and Personnel of the ACCOBAMS Permanent Secretariat 

Draft Res7.10 
Improving monitoring and assessment of cetacean population abundance and 
distribution in the ACCOBAMS area  

Draft Res7.11 Interactions between cetaceans and fisheries 

Draft Res7.12 Ship strikes 

Draft Res7.13 Anthropogenic noise 

Draft Res7.14 Best practices regarding cetacean stranding 

Draft Res7.15 Assessing marine litter impacts on cetaceans 

Draft Res7.16 
Commercial Cetacean Watching activities in the ACCOBAMS area and swim-with 
activities 

Draft Res7.17 
ACCOBAMS mobilization for marine biodiversity conservation beyond the 2020 
biodiversity framework 

Draft Res7.18 Tribute to the organisers 

Draft Res7.19 Date, venue and funding of the Seventh session of the Meeting of the Parties 
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ANNEX 4 ςDRAFT RESOLUTIONS AS REVIEWED BY THE EXTENDED BUREAU  

 

Note of the Secretariat: the bracketed text will be finalized at MOP7. 

Please note that the draft Resolutions annexed to this report might be updated / finalized by relevant 

experts before MOP7.  

The quotation of draft Resolutions annexed will also be modified according (i) to the new draft 

Resolution(s) that will be added and (ii) to the draft Resolutions that have been deleted. 

 
 

Draft Res 7.1 Granting the right to vote 

Draft Res 7.2 ACCOBAMS Strategy    

Draft Res 7.3 ACCOBAMS Funding Strategy  

Draft Res 7.4 Scientific Committee 

Draft Res 7.5 ACCOBAMS Partners 

Draft Res 7.6 Work Programme and Budget for the triennium 2020-2022 

Draft Res 7.7 Recruitment procedure for the Executive Secretary 

Draft Res 7.8 Structure and Personnel of the ACCOBAMS Permanent Secretariat 

Draft Res 7.9 
Improving monitoring and assessment of cetacean population abundance and 
distribution in the ACCOBAMS area 

Draft Res 7.10 Interactions between cetaceans and Fisheries 

Draft Res 7.11 Ship strikes 

Draft Res 7.12 Anthropogenic noise 

Draft Res 7.13 Best practices regarding cetacean stranding 

Draft Res 7.14 Assessing marine litter impacts on cetaceans 

Draft Res 7.15 Commercial Cetacean Watching activities in the ACCOBAMS area  

Draft Res 7.16 Species Conservation and Management Plans // deleted 

Draft Res 7.17 
ACCOBAMS mobilization for marine biodiversity conservation beyond the 2020 
biodiversity framework 

Draft Res 7.18 List of Resolutions in force// deleted 

Draft Res 7.19 Tribute to the Organisers 

Draft Res 7.20 Date, venue and funding of the Eighth session of the Meeting of the Parties 
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DRAFT RESOLUTION 7.1 - GRANTING THE RIGHT TO VOTE 

 

 

The Meeting of the Parties to the Agreement on the Conservation of Cetaceans of the Black Sea, 

Mediterranean Sea and Contiguous Atlantic Area:  

 

 

Recalling Article III, paragraphs 5 and 6, of the Agreement regarding the right to vote,  

 

[Informed by the Depository that [Bosnia and Herzegovina/ Israel / Russia] have completed the process for 

becoming Parties to the Agreement under Article XIV, paragraph 2, but, to be considered Parties, they must 

wait until the first day of the third month after completion of the procedures, in conformity with the above-

mentioned provision,] 

 

Recalling Article 14, paragraph 2, of the Rules of Procedure of the Meeting of the Parties, which provides 

ǘƘŀǘ άwŜǇǊŜǎŜƴtatives of Parties which are three or more years behind in paying their subscriptions on the 

date of the opening session of the Meeting of the Parties shall not be eligible to vote. However, the 

Meeting of the Parties may allow such Parties to continue to exercise their right to vote if it is satisfied that 

the delay in payment arises from exceptional circumstancŜǎέΣ  

 

Convinced that decision-making at the Seventh Meeting of the Parties will benefit from the active 

participation of as many Parties as possible,  

 

1. [Decides that [Bosnia and Herzegovina/ Israel / Russia] shall exceptionally be granted the status of full 

participating Party to this Meeting of the ACCOBAMS Parties with the right to vote;] 

 

2. Decides that, although [Libya and Syria] are more than three years behind in paying their ordinary 

contribution, the current economic situation of these Parties can be considered as an exceptional 

circumstance and that these Parties shall exceptionally exercise their right to vote at the Seventh 

Meeting of the Parties; 

 

3. [Instructs the Credentials Committee to monitor the credentials of [Bosnia and Herzegovina/ Israel / 

Russia] and report to the Meeting of the Parties.] 
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DRAFT RESOLUTION 7.2 ς ACCOBAMS STRATEGY 

 

 

The Meeting of the Parties to the Agreement on the Conservation of Cetaceans of the Black Sea, 

Mediterranean Sea and Contiguous Atlantic Area: 

 

 

Recalling Article III, paragraph 8, sub-paragraphs a), b) and c) of the ACCOBAMS Agreement,  
 
Recalling wŜǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ пΦнп ά!//h.!a{ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅέ adopted at the Fourth Meeting of the Parties to 
ACCOBAMS (Monaco, November 2010),  
 

Recalling also Resolution 5.1 adopted at the Fifth Meeting of the Parties to ACCOBAMS (Tangier, Morocco, 

5-8 November 2013) on the 2014-2025 ACCOBAMS Strategy, since Parties consider that the effectiveness of 

ACCOBAMS and of the Resolutions adopted within this framework would be strengthened by an 

elaboration of a long-term Strategy, 

 

Stressing that the chapter 9 of the ACCOBAMS Strategy (Annex 1 of the Resolution 5.1) states that 

monitoring of the Strategy implementation progress will include regular monitoring of operational work 

programmes and resolutions implementation, 

 

Aware that the ACCOBAMS mission is to continue to promote and facilitate regional cooperation at all 
levels, providing best expertise and standards and supporting implementation of all necessary measures for 
conserving cetaceans in the region,  
  
Aware also that the ACCOBAMS vision is that cetacean populations in the ACCOBAMS area will be in a 
favourable conservation status, expressed as healthy populations and habitats with minimized adverse 
human impacts, with ACCOBAMS having a role of key regional player also in promoting active regional 
cooperation, 
 
Stressing the importance of operational work programmes for the implementation of the Strategy and of 

regular monitoring of the Strategy implementation progress, 

 

Welcoming the new format of the national report online in NETCCOBAMS website, 

 

Welcoming the work carried out by the expert contracted to evaluate the level of effectiveness of the 
ACCOBAMS Strategy 2014 ς 2025, 
 
 

1. Takes note of the report on the evaluation of the effectiveness of the ACCOBAMS Strategy 2014-2025 

as presented in the document [MOP7/InfXX]; 

 

2.  Decides to adopt the new ACCOBAMS Strategy as presented in Annex of the present Resolution; 

 

3. Requests the ACCOBAMS Permanent Secretariat to prepare a comprehensive compendium of 

Resolutions in force, ordered by subject matters, in the light of the new Strategy; 
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4. Requests the ACCOBAMS Permanent Secretariat to produce a guidance document on the roles and 

responsibilities of ACCOBAMS National Focal Points; 

 

5. Invites Parties to encourage their ACCOBAMS National Focal Point to: 

- further liaise, for the implementation of the Strategy, with all the relevant National Focal Points of 

other international or regional instruments involved in  marine conservation (such as CMS, 

Barcelona Convention, Bucharest Convention, etc.), in order to identify the actions already or to be 

taken at the national level (integrated approach) and to include them in the relevant sections of 

their national reports (in particular in relation to fisheries, pollution, marine spatial planning, 

conservation areas and climate change); 

- provide, for capacity building, a realistic list of needs of the country in order for the Permanent 

Secretariat to develop projects or programmes for tackling the regional top priorities; 

- identify potential international funding options opportunities and develop projects with other 

countries and the Permanent Secretariat. This could allow the Permanent Secretariat to prepare or 

develop a fundraising plan on priority topics; 

- liaise with other relevant national entities, for science, education, awareness, communication, and 

to communicate information on actions to the Permanent Secretariat for regional dissemination; 

 

6. Encourages ACCOBAMS Partners to liaise with National Focal Point and provide him/her with 

information regarding their activities to be included in the national report; 

 

7. Encourages Parties, after completing the relevant sections of their national report, to proceed to a self-

evaluation and repeat this regularly to improve the national implementation of the Strategy; 

 

8. Decides that the present Resolution amends Resolution 5.1. 
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Annex ς New ACCOBAMS Strategy 
 
 

[to be circulated for comments and suggestions to ACCOBAMS Focal Points after the Extended Bureau 
Meeting] 
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DRAFT RESOLUTION 7.3 - ACCOBAMS FUNDING STRATEGY 

 

The Meeting of the Parties to the Agreement on the Conservation of Cetaceans of the Black Sea, 

Mediterranean Sea and Contiguous Atlantic Area: 

 

 

Recalling Resolution 5.1 adopted at the Fifth Meeting of the Parties to ACCOBAMS (Tangier, Morocco, 5-8 

November 2013) on the 2014-2025 ACCOBAMS Strategy, in particular its specific objectivŜ ǘƻ ά9ƴǎǳǊŜ 

aŘŜǉǳŀǘŜ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎΣ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎέ, 

 

Concerned that the lack of sufficient financial resources is one of the main obstacles to achieve ACCOBAMS 

goals and objectives, in particular in developing countries and countries with economies in transition, 

 

Recognizing the successful efforts of the Permanent Secretariat to secure funding and mobilize additional 

resources for the adequate fulfilment of the ACCOBAMS Strategy and related Programs of Work and 

acknowledging with appreciation the financial supports provided by Parties, partners and other donors, 

 

Stressing that the implementation of the ACCOBAMS Funding Strategy requires effective involvement and 

coordination of all ACCOBAMS bodies, 

 

Recognizing that resource mobilization requires also well-structured and continuous work on 

communication issues in order to raise interest on the work and role of ACCOBAMS and to ensure 

awareness on the impacts of the activities implemented by ACCOBAMS, 

 

1. Adopts the ACCOBAMS Funding Strategy, contained in the Annex to this Resolution; 

 

2. Requests the Permanent Secretariat to report progress on this Funding Strategy to the Meeting of the 

Parties; 

 

3. Calls upon Parties to support the implementation of the Funding Strategy, in order to ensure adequate 

financial resources for the implementation of conservation actions as per the 2014-2025 ACCOBAMS 

Strategy and related 3-years Programs of Work; 

 

4. Invites Parties to inform the Meeting of the Parties about potential allocation of voluntary 

contributions for the next triennium period, in order to facilitate the planning and prioritization of 

conservation actions; 

 

5. Strongly encourages Parties to continue providing supports through voluntary contributions, in 

particular to the ACCOBAMS Supplementary Conservation Grants Fund, considering its significant role 

in supporting cetaceans conservation initiatives in developing countries and countries with economies 

in transition; 

 

6. Encourages Parties to provide in-kind contributions through, for example, the secondment of staff, to 

support activities of the ACCOBAMS Program of Work. 
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ANNEX - ACCOBAMS FUNDING STRATEGY 

 
 
 
Rationale 

 

The lack of sufficient financial resources has been identified as one of the main obstacles to achieving 
global objectives related to environment protection and biodiversity conservation. To overtake this issue, 
several intergovernmental organizations addressing environmental issues, such as the United Nations 
Environment Programme (UN Environment), the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) or the 
Mediterranean Action Plan (UNEP/MAP), have elaborated resource mobilization strategies for 
strengthening their implementation and their action. 

 

In 2013, the tŀǊǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ !//h.!a{ ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ά!//h.!a{ Strategy (period 2014-нлнрύέ1 as an 
instrument for strengthening the effectiveness of ACCOBAMS and the Resolutions adopted within this 
framework. It provided a 10-years strategic framework and a roadmap to support the implementation of 
the Agreement. 

 

This Strategy provides an Action Plan in order to reach the ACCOBAMS vision which is that άŎŜǘŀŎŜŀƴ 

populations in the ACCOBAMS area will be in a favourable conservation status, expressed as healthy 

populations and habitats with minimized adverse human impacts, with ACCOBAMS having a role of key 

regional player also in promoting active regional cooperationΦέ 

 

A specific objective of the ACCO.!a{ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ƛǎ ǘƻ ά9ƴǎǳǊŜ ŀŘŜǉǳŀǘŜ ŦǳƴŘing, in particular for 

conservation actƛǾƛǘƛŜǎέ ό{ǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ hōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜ !ΦоύΦ ¢Ƙƛs specific objective includes 4 activities related to new 

funding possibilities: 

- Appoint one projects preparation/implementation assistance and fundraising officer in the 

Secretariat (A.3.1.1) 

- Analyze available funding possibilities in the region (EU funds, private funds, etc....) and develop a 

funding strategy (A.3.1.2) 

- Regularly inform Parties about project call of proposals and other funding possibilities (A.3.1.3) 

- Encourage development of multilateral/ transboundary projects (A.3.1.4). 

 

In addition, the activities identified in the 2014-2025 Strategy Action Plan cannot be covered solely by the 

ACCOBAMS budget. Efforts to mobilize external funding are required. Possible sources of funding are 

identified within the Strategy for each activity: Agreement Funds, national co-funding/in kind or External 

Funds. 

The ACCOBAMS Funding Strategy has been elaborated to support the implementation of the ACCOBAMS 

Strategy by setting up a general framework for resources mobilization. Based on an overview of the 

ACCOBAMS funding (part 1 of this document), the funding strategy is aimed at identifying ways of 

strengthening and optimizing resource mobilization for supporting ACCOBAMS implementation (part 2). 

 

 

 

 

 
                                                           
1 Resolution 5.1 



FOURTH MEETING OF THE EXTENDED BUREAU   ACCOBAMS-BUEXT4/2019/Doc 11 
Monaco, 18-19 April 2019  
 

29 

1. ACCOBAMS FUNDING 

 

1.1. The Agreement budget 

 

ACCOBAMS is a Multilateral Environmental Agreement. Its functioning is based on a budget adopted by the 

Meeting of the Parties at each of its ordinary sessions for the next financial period (Art. III, para. 8 (e), of 

the Agreement). The Meeting of the Parties decides also upon any matters relating to the financial 

arrangements for the Agreement (Art. III, para. 8 (e), and Article IX of the Agreement). The Permanent 

Secretariat is in charge of the administration of the budget of the Agreement (Art. IV, para. 2 of the 

Agreement). 

 

In accordance with the terms of reference for administration of the Agreement Budget included in the 

Resolution on Financial matters2Σ άthe financial resources of the budget shall be derived from: 

(a) Contributions from the tŀǊǘƛŜǎ όΧύΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƴew Parties, and 

(b) Voluntary contributions from Parties, contributions from States not Party to the Agreement, other 

governmental, intergovernmental and nongovernmental organisations and other souǊŎŜǎΦέ 

 

a) Ordinary contributions to the Agreement Trust Fund 

The Trust Fund depends on the contributions of the countries Parties to the Agreement. The annual 

amount of each Party's contribution is established, for each triennium, by the Resolution on Financial 

Matters adopted at each Meeting of the Parties.  

 

To facilitate the administration of the budget, the Parties are requested to pay their contributions as 

promptly as possible, but in case no later than at the end of March of the corresponding year. The Parties, 

in particular those that pay the minimum contribution, are also requested to consider paying for the entire 

triennium in one installment at the beginning of the period. 

 

With 23 Parties between 2011 and 2017, the average of ordinary contributions received was around 

250,000 Euros per year (including arrears from previous years received). 

 

 

b) Voluntary contributions, including co-funding 

Voluntary contributions to ACCOBAMS include the voluntary contributions from Parties and external 

funding provided by partner Organizations for joint activities (co-funding) or by donors for the 

implementation of ad-hoc projects. ACCOBAMS has also received, in the past, voluntary contributions from 

non-Party Range States or from private companies. 

 

Between 2002 and 2018, the cash budget of the Agreement averages 500,000 Euros per year coming from 

39% of ordinary contributions and 61% of voluntary contributions.  

                                                           
2 Annex 3 of Resolution 6.6 ς Financial matters for the triennium 2017-2019 
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Evolution of ordinary and voluntary contributions of the ACCOBAMS cash budget  

between 2002 and 2018 

 

It should be emphasized that the administrative functioning of the Agreement is strongly supported by the 

Principality of Monaco under the Headquarters Agreement with the Host Country. This contribution is 

estimated at around 180 000 Euros per year since 2014 (this support was not assessed before 2014). 

 

From the 2020-2022 triennium, voluntary contributions and external funding (including co-funding from 

other Organizations) will be presented separately in the budget tables so that voluntary contributions be 

specific to countries. 

 

 

c) ACCOBAMS budget structure/organization 

The ACCOBAMS ordinary budget (i.e. adopted at each Meeting of the Parties) is organized in three 

categories: i) administration and general management, ii) institutional meetings and iii) support to 

conservation actions.  

 

The budget allocated to the first two categories is aimed at supporting the institutional functions of the 

Agreement, in particular the functioning of the Permanent Secretariat and the meetings of the different 

ACCOBAMS bodies. 

 

The budget allocated to support conservation actions allows to cover activities that contribute to the 

implementation of the Agreement or that support the Parties in implementing ACCOBAMS provisions. 

These activities include the organization of expert workshops or trainings, the elaboration of technical 

documents (such as guidelines) or the implementation of pilot studies. This is one of the ACCOBAMS 

specificities and added value compared to other Multilateral Environmental Agreements who do not have 

budget allocated to support conservation actions. 
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However, even if this budget from ordinary contributions allows the implementation of some activities, it is 

not sufficient for expensive or large-scale conservation activities, in particular for field work, or for the 

development of a comprehensive capacity building program.  

 

Except for the voluntary contributions made by some Parties to support the organization of institutional 

meetings, such as the Meetings of the Parties, voluntary contributions from Parties are mainly intended to 

support conservation actions. Ad-hoc projects supported by donors are also intended to support 

conservation actions. 

 

As the administrative and institutional functioning of the Agreement is ensured through the ordinary 

contributions and the contribution of the Principality of Monaco under the Headquarters Agreement, 

ambitious conservation actions rely therefore largely on the mobilization of additional funding (voluntary 

contributions and external funding). 

 

Between 2015 and 2018, 46% of the total cash budget of the Agreement was provided through external 

funding, specifically 44% was provided by the MAVA Foundation. The peak in the voluntary contributions in 

2016 corresponds to the 1.5 Million Euros provided by the MAVA Foundation to support the ACCOBAMS 

Survey Initiative. Considering the closure of the MAVA Foundation in 2022, it is necessary to ensure 

diversification of the external sources of funding. 

 

In addition to the Trust Fund, ACCOBAMS also has the Supplementary Conservation Funds (SCF) established 

in accordance with Article IX, paragraǇƘ оΣ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘ άin order to increase the funds available for 

monitoring, research, training and projects relating to the conservation of cetaceansέΦ CǳƴŘǎ ŦƻǊ the SCF are 

provided by voluntary contributions of Parties or from any other sources. 

 

The SCF became operational in 2004 at the Second Meeting of the Parties and since 2005, 20 projects with 

budget less than 15.000 euros have been funded under the SCF. 

 

 
 
Since 2011, projects to be funded under the SCF are selected through calls for proposals launched by the 
Secretariat, in consultation with the Bureau of the Parties. The procedure for the ACCOBAMS calls for 
proposals has been adopted in 2013 through Resolution 5.5. 
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The SCF has a significant role in supporting ACCOBAMS conservation initiatives in developing countries 
and countries with economies in transition. It allows to support applied conservation projects, including 
field work, to support capacity building and exchange of best practices on cetaceans monitoring and 
conservation. These projects contribute in particular to provide seed money to organizations with limited 
access to other funding sources.  
 
 

1.2. In-kind contributions from Parties, Partners and other stakeholders to ACCOBAMS 

implementation 

 

ACCOBAMS, as a regional cooperation Organization, represents a community of stakeholders working 

towards a common goal. It is functioning is based on the mobilization of stakeholders - such as countries 

representatives, scientists, experts, profeǎǎƛƻƴŀƭǎΧ - and the animation of networks of stakeholders. 

 

In addition to the ACCOBAMS Parties represented by their National Focal Points, other stakeholders, such 

as experts ŀƴŘ ǎŎƛŜƴǘƛǎǘǎΣ at! ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊǎΧΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ organizations, such as national research institutes, 

NGOs, Foundations... that could be referred to as "ACCOBAMS community", develop and implement 

actions / projects aimed at the conservation of cetaceans or that contribute to cetacean conservation.  

 

Some of these stakeholders are involved in ACCOBAMS, within the framework of the Scientific Committee 

or as Partners of ACCOBAMS, but this is not systematic. 

 

If we consider the ACCOBAMS community in its broadest acceptance, a vast set of activities and projects is 

implemented in the whole Agreement area. Although these actions are not carried out within the 

institutional framework of the Agreement and financed through the Agreement's budget, they contribute 

to the implementation of ACCOBAMS. 

 

Taking into consideration the diversity of activit ies and projects covered, it is difficult to assess the total 

funding mobilized by the ACCOBAMS community. However, after a quick review of the available 

information (from the reports of the Parties, the Scientific Committee, the Partners and of the Sub-Regional 

Coordination Units), it appears that these actions and projects are financed through: 

- public funds of States,  

- own funds of the organizations that implement them or  

- external funding mobilized in the framework of specific projects3.  

 

All these activities can be considered as in-kind contribution to the Agreement implementation. 

 

In addition, involvement and participation of experts and other stakeholders in ACCOBAMS activities 

(contribution and time dedicated to ACCOBAMS activities, such as participation in expert workshops, 

participation in ACCOBAMS bodƛŜǎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎΧύ ƛǎ ŘƻƴŜ ƻƴ ŀ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŀǊy basis and represents contributions in 

kind to the implementation of ACCOBAMS. 

 

The ACCOBAMS community participates in the mobilization of funding for conservation actions that 

contribute to the implementation of ACCOBAMS, beyond the ACCOBAMS institutional framework sensu 

                                                           
3 The European funding aimed at supporting the implementation of European policies - environmental policy or 
neighborhood policy ς are part of this last category. For example, the LIFE instrument of the European Union has 
supported a dozen projects contributing to the conservation of cetaceans in the ACCOBAMS geographical area since it 
was set up in 1992. 
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stricto. Taking into account contributions in kind, the contribution of the Parties to the implementation 

of ACCOBAMS goes far beyond ordinary contributions. 

 

2. FROM ANALYSIS TO ACTION 

2.1Objective of the ACCOBAMS Funding Strategy 
 

The objective of the funding strategy is to support the implementation of the ACCOBAMS Strategy and of 

the subsequent 3-years Programs of Work adopted by the Meeting of the Parties.  
 

It is intended for all stakeholders who contribute, directly or indirectly, to the implementation of 

ACCOBAMS. 

 

2.2. Duration 
 

The ACCOBAMS Funding Strategy has been developed taking into consideration the ACCOBAMS Strategy 

timeframe and shall be revised when updating the ACCOBAMS Strategy. 
 

 

2.3. Key actions 
 

The actions identified below are not listed in order of priority and some of them are interlinked. 
 

a) Monitor external funding opportunities 

The overview of available funding possibilities in the region presented to the Sixth Meeting of the Parties 

(Monaco, 22-25 November 2016) 4 lists the donors (both public and private) that may be of interest to the 

ACCOBAMS community to develop projects and activities that would contribute to the implementation of 

ACCOBAMS. 
 

The ACCOBAMS Strategy also provides that Secretariat, Scientific Committee, Partners regularly inform 

Parties about call of proposals and other funding opportunities, through emailing list (Activity A.3.1.3). In 

addition to email, the NETCCOBAMS platform can be used to disseminate this information. 
 

Monitoring funding opportunities allows to be informed and to disseminate information on the funding 

opportunities in order to support the development of project proposals. 
 

 

b) Encourage development of multilateral/transboundary projects  

The ACCOBAMS Strategy provides that Secretariat, Parties, Partners, Scientific Committee encourage 

development of multilateral/transboundary projects so that project proposals be developed with the 

support of ACCOBAMS bodies (Activity A.3.1.4). 
 

Coordination, collaboration, exchange of information, standardization and synchronization of monitoring 

programs and scientific protocols are key elements to be sought in the development of 

multilateral/transboundary projects and donors pay particular attention to these questions when 

evaluating project proposals. 
 

Advising project leaders in the development of their projects, facilitating liaison between partners, 

catalyzing efforts are actions that can contribute to successful fundraising. 
 

                                                           
4 Information document ACCOBAMS-MOP6/2016/Inf10 άOverview of available funding possibilities in the regionέ 
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For cetacean conservation projects developed outside the ACCOBAMS framework, a link could be 

established with ACCOBAMS to ensure that the results of these projects are duly taken into consideration 

by ACCOBAMS. This could be done for example by participating in the ACCOBAMS Scientific Committee 

meetings during which relevant projects and results could be presented (if relevant as regards the 

ACCOBAMS Scientific Committee priorities) or by inviting ACCOBAMS as a partner of the project or as 

member of the project advisory body (Steering Committee, Advisory BƻŀǊŘΧύΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳte to 

increase the leverage effect of the projects and contribute to avoid duplication of efforts with ACCOBAMS 

activities. 
 

In the case of cetacean conservation projects developed outside the scope of ACCOBAMS, project 

coordinators are encouraged to establish a link with ACCOBAMS to ensure the results of their project be 

taken into consideration by ACCOBAMS, in particular recommendations, lessons learned and best practices. 
 

 

c) Build capacities in project development/management 

Some stakeholders in the ACCOBAMS community, especially researchers and civil society organizations 

(NGOs) from developing countries, do not always have the necessary experience to develop solid project 

proposals in the context of international fundraising.  
 

Organizing training activities (such as workshops) on project formulation, design and management can 

contribute to increase the capacities of the ACCOBAMS community in fundraisings, in particular for experts 

and organizations from developing countries.  
 

If budget allows, a training workshop on project development and fundraising could be organized during 

the 2020-2022 triennium. 
 

It should be underlined that projects funded under the ACCOBAMS Supplementary Conservation Fund can 

provide a first experience in project development/management to project coordinators and help them to 

develop their skills in this field. 
 

 

d) Strengthen the mobilization of voluntary contributions from ACCOBAMS Parties, including for the 

Supplementary Conservation Funds 

The lack of visibility on activities that can be funded through voluntary contributions is a challenge for 

ensuring efficient elaboration and planning of the 3-years Program of Work. 
 

Consulting and liaising with Parties, as it was done for example throughs the Call for Voluntary Contribution 

issued by the Permanent Secretariat for the 2014-2016 and 2017-2019 trienniums, is necessary for 

mobilizing voluntary contributions for the realization of certain actions. 
 

The new format for the Program of Work and Budget of the triennium will allow the Parties to identify the 

actions that could be funded through voluntary contributions during the Meeting of Parties. 
 

Parties are invited to inform the Meeting of the Parties about potential allocation of voluntary 

contributions in order to facilitate the planning of the activities on the 3-years triennium period. 
 

The ACCOBAMS Supplementary Conservation Fund, which relies on voluntary contributions from 

ACCOBAMS Parties, is a significant tool for ACCOBAMS to support conservation initiatives. It allows to fund 

applied conservation projects, to support capacity building and exchange of best practices on cetaceans 

monitoring and conservation in developing countries and countries with economies in transition. 
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Parties are strongly encouraged to continue providing supports through voluntary contributions to the 

ACCOBAMS Supplementary Conservation Funds considering its significant role in supporting cetaceans 

conservation initiatives in developing countries and countries with economies in transition. 

 

 

e) Develop or strengthen relationships with donors 

Mobilizing external resources involves developing a network of donors interested in supporting actions that 

contribute to the ACCOBAMS objectives. To ensure efficient consultation of donors, increasing visibility on 

ACCOBAMS goals and activities is necessary to demonstrate ACCOBAMS reliability and added value in 

implementing projects and initiatives. 
 

Going to meet donors, organizing meetings or round tables of donors contribute to raise interest and 

attention on ACCOBAMS and are opportunities to present project ideas. 
 

 

 

f) Animate and mobilize the ACCOBAMS community 

As mentioned above, the cooperation dimension is essential in cetacean conservation and developing 

synergies between stakeholders contribute to increase the impact of conservation actions undertaken. 
 

The ACCOBAMS Partners network is a structuring support for the ACCOBAMS community and the 

animation of this network, including the "recruitment" of new partners, can contribute to the development 

of new collaboration and of joint projects and initiatives. The ACCOBAMS Partner status is granted 

according to specific rules and criteria established by Resolution 4.20 adopted by ACCOBAMS Parties. 
 

In each country, a review of the organizations which contribute to ACCOBAMS goals and objectives can be 

done and information on the ACCOBAMS Partner status can be disseminated to organizations that are not 

Partners in order to invite them to apply for this status. 
 

Also, the NETCCOBAMS platform should be an excellent media to share information and to animate the 

community in a perspective of developing new collaborations and efforts for resource mobilization. All 

interested stakeholders (experts, organizationǎΧύ Ŏŀƴ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀƴ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ƻƴ b9¢//h.!aS to share and 

receive information. 
 

The use of NETCCOBAMS platform should be strengthened and systematized for ensuring appropriate 

dissemination of information within the ACCOBAMS community. 
 

 

g) Strengthen communication and outreach on ACCOBAMS 

Successful fundraising relies on effective and relevant communication. Disseminating information on 

cetacean conservation issues, highlighting the actions carried out by ACCOBAMS and communicating on 

their impacts contribute to enhance the image of ACCOBAMS, to raise interest on cetacean conservation 

and to attract new funds and support. 
 

Updating the ACCOBAMS webpage regularly, publishing news on social media and creating outreach 

material are decisive to increase visibility on ACCOBAMS. Participating in national/regional/international 

fora, meetings and conferences relevant to ACCOBAMS objectives, organizing side events on specific 

activities also contribute to present ACCOBAMS activities and to strengthen AC/h.!a{Ωǎ reputation. 
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The development of an ACCOBAMS Information/Communication Strategy is a key step for strengthening 

ACCOBAMS visibility and reputation, being mindful of the virtuous cycle between communication/outreach 

and fundraising. 
 

 

h) Collaboration, key success factor in fundraising 

In a context of growth in maritime activities (fisheries, maritime transport, industries, tourism, oil and gas 

exploitation ...), and therefore of pressures on cetaceans, the ACCOBAMS mission can only be fully realized 

within the framework of collaboration with relevant international/regional organizations, such as the 

Regional Seas Conventions ς the Barcelona Convention and the Bucharest Convention - aim to protect the 

marine environment, GFCM-FAO when addressing interactions with fisheries, IMO for maritime traffic 

ƛǎǎǳŜǎΧ 
 

In addition, several activities supported by ACCOBAMS contribute directly to the implementation of 

regional environmental policies, such as the EU Marine Strategy Framework Directive and the Ecosystem 

Approach promoted by the Regional Sea Conventions. 
 

 

 

 

 

Defining ACCOBAMS priorities and activities taking into consideration other relevant frameworks, 

strengthening collaborations and ensuring synergies with relevant organizations are fundamental to avoid 

duplication of efforts and to contribute to increase visibility on ACCOBAMS activities. This also contributes 

to reinforce the sustainability of the actions undertaken under ACCOBAMS auspices and to "reassure" 

potential funders on the non-duplication of funding. 
 

 

i) Develop partnerships with the private sector 

Engagement with the private sector should be seen as a long-term effort that, if properly structured, can 

attract new support to ACCOBAMS efforts.  
 

When addressing interactions between cetaceans and specific human activities, the sectoral economic 

actors, such as the oil and gas exploration and production companies, the fisheries sector, the maritime 

ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎ ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜǎΣ Χ can be mobilized for considering contributions and support to ACCOBAMS activities. 

This action could be led at different levels, local, national and regional. 
 

Engagement with the private sector can be done through its involvement and participation in relevant 

ACCOBAMS Working Groups, but organizing bilateral meetings or roundtables with relevant actors can also 

contribute to raise their awarness on cetacean conservation issues and to support ACCOBAMS activities. 

The development of specific initiatives, such as the Migratory Species Champion Programme developed 

under the CMS Family, could also contribute to involve the private sector in cetacean conservation efforts. 
 

 

j) Engage in crowdfunding 

Crowdfunding is a financing method that involves funding a project with relatively modest contributions 

from a large group of individuals, rather than seeking substantial sums from a small number of investors. 

The funding campaign and transactions are typically conducted online through dedicated crowdfunding 

sites, often in conjunction with social networking sites. Depending on the project, campaign contributors 
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may be essentially making donations, investing for a potential future return on investment, or prepaying for 

a product or service5.  
 

Crowdfunding can be developed by any organization willing to do so. However, successful crowdfunding 

requires significant visibility and reputation, in particular on social media, and can be considered for 

supporting concrete conservation activities only. 
 

 

k) Explore innovative financing mechanisms 

The issue of innovative financing mechanisms emerged in the 2000s with the establishment of the High 

Level Dialogue on Financing for Development under the UN General Assembly, taking into consideration 

the limits of traditional development assistance to fulfill the commitment of the United Nations Millennium 

Declaration to achieve sustainable development and eradicate poverty. A number of innovative financing 

initiatives have been launched since then, most of them to contribute to fund new global programs on 

health or climate change mitigation/adaptation. As an example, UNEP/MAP, as part of its Updated 

Resource Mobilization Strategy adopted in 2017 at COP206, introduced a reflection on the opportunity to 

establish an environmental tax for cruise ships. 
 

 

3. CONCLUSION AND WAY FORWARD 
 

To achieve ACCOBAMS goal and mission as stated in the 2014-2025 ACCOBAMS Strategy, ambitious 

conservation actions are necessary.  
 

ACCOBAMS administrative and institutional functioning relies on the annual ordinary contributions paid by 

the Parties and on the allowance provided by the Principality of Monaco to the Permanent Secretariat, 

under the Headquarters Agreement. However, additional funds are necessary for supporting conservation 

actions, from voluntary contributions offered by Parties or from external sources (including co-funding 

from other Organizations). 
 

The actions identified in this Funding Strategy are way forward to strengthen resource mobilization. Some 

of them can be implemented by ACCOBAMS bodies on a daily basis and do not require specific means, 

some others require allocating specific budget.  
 

Some of the main recommendations of this Funding Strategy are specifically targeted to ACCOBAMS 

bodies. Others are intended for all stakeholders who contribute, directly or indirectly, to the 

implementation of ACCOBAMS.  
 

The recommendations of the ACCOBAMS Funding Strategy as listed below could be considered as a toolbox 

for supporting ACCOBAMS funding and implementation: 
 

1. Monitoring funding opportunities allows to be informed and to disseminate information on the 

funding opportunities in order to support the development of project proposals. 
 

2. Advising project leaders in the development of their projects, facilitating liaison between partners, 

catalyzing efforts are actions that can contribute to successful fundraising. 
 

3. In the case of cetacean conservation projects developed outside the scope of ACCOBAMS, project 

coordinators are encouraged to establish a link with ACCOBAMS to ensure the results of their 

                                                           
5 http://whatis.techtarget.com/definition/crowdfunding 
6 Decision IG.23/5 
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project be taken into consideration by ACCOBAMS, in particular recommendations, lessons learned 

and best practices. 
 

4. Organizing training activities (such as workshops) on project formulation, design and management 

can contribute to increase the capacities of the ACCOBAMS community in fundraisings, in particular 

for experts and organizations from developing countries.  
 

5. Parties are invited to inform the Meeting of the Parties about potential allocation of voluntary 

contributions in order to facilitate the planning of the activities on the 3-years triennium period. 
 

6. Parties are strongly encouraged to continue providing supports through voluntary contributions to 

the ACCOBAMS Supplementary Conservation Funds considering it significant role in supporting 

cetaceans conservation initiatives in developing countries and countries with economies in 

transition. 
 

7. Going to meet donors, organizing meetings or round tables of donors contribute to raise interest 

and attention on ACCOBAMS and are opportunities to present project ideas. 
 

8. In each country, a review of the organizations which contribute to ACCOBAMS goals and objectives 

can be done and information on the ACCOBAMS Partner status can be disseminated to the 

organizations that are not Partners in order to invite them to apply for this status. 
 

9. The use of NETCCOBAMS platform should be strengthened and systematized for ensuring 

appropriate dissemination of information within the ACCOBAMS community. 
 

10. The development of an ACCOBAMS Information/Communication Strategy is a key step for 

strengthening ACCOBAMS visibility and reputation, being mindful of the virtuous cycle between 

communication/outreach and fundraising. 
 

11. Defining ACCOBAMS priorities and activities taking into consideration other relevant frameworks, 

strengthening collaborations and ensuring synergies with relevant Organizations are fundamental 

to avoid duplication of efforts and to contribute to increase visibility on ACCOBAMS activities. This 

also contributes to reinforce the sustainability of the actions undertaken under ACCOBAMS 

auspices and to "reassure" potential funders on the non-duplication of funding. 
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DRAFT RESOLUTION 7.4 ς SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE 

 

 

The Meeting of the Parties to the Agreement on the Conservation of Cetaceans of the Black Sea, 

Mediterranean Sea and Contiguous Atlantic Area:  

 

 

Recalling Article VII of the Agreement on the composition and functions of the Scientific Committee,  

 

Recalling Resolution 6.7 adopting the rules concerning the Scientific Committee with a rotation between 

the Mediterranean Science Commission (CIESM) and the International Union for Conservation of Nature 

(IUCN) to be entrusted with the Chairmanship of the Committee,  

 

Considering the recommendations of the Scientific Committee and the Bureau,  

 

Commending the participation in the Scientific Committee of representatives from CIESM, IUCN, the 

European Cetacean Society (ECS), the Scientific Committee of the International Whaling Commission (IWC) 

and the Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals (CMS),  

 

Taking into account the ACCOBAMS Strategy (Period 2014-2025) as adopted by Resolution 5.1 and the 

Work Programme 2020-2022 as adopted by Resolution [7.6],  

 

Stressing the need for establishing a closer link between the Scientific Committee of ACCOBAMS and the 

rest of the scientific community working on cetaceans in the Agreement Area,  

 

Stressing the need for strengthening the representation of the tŀǊǘƛŜǎΩ ǎŎƛŜƴtific community in the Scientific 

Committee of ACCOBAMS, by allowing Parties to designate, on a voluntary basis, national experts to 

participate to the work of the Scientific Committee,  

 

Considering ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ άǘŀǎƪ ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊǎέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎional representatives should have an active role in 

supporting the Chair during the meetings of the Scientific Committee and other works,  

 

Stressing the need to ensure the diversity of experiences and competences and the equitable geographical 

distribution and gender balance of membership within the Scientific Committee, 

 

Aware of the need to adapt the selection procedure for the Scientific Committee to the increasing 

challenges the Agreement is facing,  

 

1. Entrusts the Chair of the Scientific Committee to CIESM and the Vice-Chair to IUCN, according to the 

function described in the Rules on the Scientific Committee annexed to Resolution 6.7;  

 

2. Takes note of the experts designated by CIESM and IUCN for the period 2020-2022 as follows:  

- CIESM :  

¶ [???  

¶ ???  

¶ ???] 
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- IUCN :  

¶ [ ???  

¶  ??? 

¶  ???] 

 

3. Asks the Scientific Committee to appoint, at its first Meeting of the triennium, its Chair among the 

experts designated by CIESM, its Vice-Chair among the experts designated by IUCN ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ άTask 

MŀƴŀƎŜǊǎέΤ  

 

4. Invites each of the two organizations listed in the previous paragraph to appoint one of their experts to 

assist the Permanent Secretariat in the preparation of the first Meeting of the Scientific Committee of 

the triennium;  

 

5. Takes note of the designation of the regional representatives as follows: 

- [??? 

- ??? 

- ??? 

- ???] 

 

6. Thanks CIESM, CMS, IUCN and IWC for shouldering the responsibility for their exǇŜǊǘǎΩ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ 

expenses;  

 

7. Invites the Sub-Regional Coordination Units to fully participate in the work and the Meetings of the 

Scientific Committee;  

 

8. Invites the Permanent Secretariat, if resources allow, to ensure, where necessary, the participation in 

the Meetings and/or work of the Scientific Committee of experts in disciplines that are not covered by 

the members of the Scientific Committee, including legal and socio-economic aspects, after 

consultation with the Chair and the Vice-Chair of the Scientific Committee as for the selection and the 

definition of tasks of these experts;  

 

9. Calls upon CIESM, CMS, IUCN, ECS and the Scientific Committee of IWC to pursue their contribution to 

the Scientific Committee of ACCOBAMS;  

 

10. Decides that the present Resolution replaces Resolution 6.7, with the exception of its Annex (Rules of 

the Scientific Committee) that is to be considered as annexed to the present Resolution. 
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DRAFT RESOLUTION 7.5 - ACCOBAMS PARTNERS 

 

The Meeting of the Parties to the Agreement on the Conservation of Cetaceans of the Black Sea, 

Mediterranean Sea and Contiguous Atlantic Area:  

 

 

Recognizing the significant role played by many Entities in the conservation of cetaceans in the Agreement 

area,  

 

Recalling Resolution 1.14, 4.21 and 4.20 on strengthening the status of ACCOBAMS Partners, 

 

Desirous of further strengthening the involvement of qualified Entities in the implementation of 

ACCOBAMS and of encouraging them ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǘŀƪŜ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŜ !ƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘΩǎ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎΣ  

 

Aiming at clarifying the role of the different ACCOBAMS Partners, 

 

Aware that partnership can be developed with international, regional and national Entities concerned with 

the conservation of cetaceans and of their habitat, human-cetacean interactions or other activities relevant 

with the spirit of the Agreement, 

 

Taking note of the information provided by the Permanent Secretariat on the activities of the ACCOBAMS 

Partners,  

 

1. Decides that international, regional and national Entities interested in being granted the status of 

Partners to the ACCOBAMS shall: 

¶ in the case of Entities based in ACCOBAMS Parties, present an application to the ACCOBAMS 

Permanent Secretariat, which will be transmitted to the National Focal Point for advice and 

submitted to the subsequent meeting of the Bureau for approval;   

¶ in the case of Entities based in States Non-Parties to the ACCOBAMS, present an application to 

the ACCOBAMS Permanent Secretariat for approval by the subsequent meeting of the Bureau; 

 

2. Adopts the Criteria for applying for the status of ACCOBAMS Partner (Annex 1), the Rules and 

Commitments of ACCOBAMS Partners (Annex 2) and the Application form (Annex 3);  

 

3. Decides that: 

¶ ACCOBAMS Partners shall be taken into consideration as regards to their involvement in the 

implementation of ACCOBAMS Programme of Work; 

¶ when needed for communication and awareness purposes, ACCOBAMS Partners shall provide 

information to the ACCOBAMS Permanent Secretariat on all relevant activities;  

¶ ACCOBAMS Partners shall report each triennium on the implementation of their activities and 

on the use of the ACCOBAMS Partner logo; 

¶ all reports shall be transmitted to the Permanent Secretariat and/or the relevant National 

Focal Point at the latest two months before the Bureau meeting held to prepare the Meeting 

of the Parties, through NETCCOBAMS;  

¶ the status of ACCOBAMS Partner may be reviewed and, if appropriate, withdrawn by the 

ACCOBAMS Bureau based on the information provided by the Permanent Secretariat and/or 
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the relevant National Focal Point, if any, in accordance with the Rules and Commitments of 

ACCOBAMS Partners; 

 

4. Decides that the present Resolution replaces Resolution 4.20. 
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ANNEX 1 
CRITERIA FOR APPLYING TO THE STATUS OF ACCOBAMS PARTNER 

 

 

1. ACCOBAMS Partners can be an Entity based either within ACCOBAMS Parties, or in States Non-Parties 

to the ACCOBAMS, whose cetacean conservation actions are developed within the Agreement area; 

 

2. These Entities shall belong to one of the following types:  

- Public National Entit ies; 

- Non-Governmental Organizations; 

- Public and private Research Institutes; 

- Private Companies; 

 

3. The following documents shall be sent to the ACCOBAMS Permanent Secretariat by the applicant: 

a) a copy of the EntityΩs statute, in original language and translated into English or French, indicating 

the objectives of the Entity;  

b) a signed Declaration of Commitment (included in the Application form here attached as Annex 3), 

declaring that the Entity actions include conservation of cetaceans and of their habitat, human-

cetacean interactions or other activities relevant with the spirit of the Agreement;  

c) a note concerning the apǇƭƛŎŀƴǘΩǎ ŎŀǇŀŎities with particular attention to:  

(i) experience in providing support to cetacean conservation by implementing practical 

research, collection and analysis of information or other educational and training activities;  

(ii) demonstrated experience in implementing partnership ventures, such as for training and 

education, technical and scientific expertise, policy development or evaluation and 

assessment, particularly when such ventures would bring new and additional benefits to the 

functioning of the ACCOBAMS partnership;  

(iii) demonstrated willingness and ability to cooperate with national and international 

governmental and non-governmental bodies;  

(iv) readiness to contribute actively on a regular basis to the further development of policies and 

tools of the Agreement and their application, particularly by assisting Parties to meet their 

obligations under the Agreement;  

(v) if any, previous experience in communicating with the Secretariat and cooperating with 

ACCOBAMS in the achievement of its objectives;  

(vi) the benefits expected for the Entity and for ACCOBAMS; 

d) the Curriculum Vitae of the person responsible of the entity applying for the ACCOBAMS Partner 

status; 

e) a signed copy of the Rules and Commitments (here attached as Annex 2), together with a 

commitment to comply with them; 

f) a copy of the Application form duly filled and signed (here attached as Annex 3). 
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ANNEX 2 

RULES AND COMMITMENTS OF ACCOBAMS PARTNERS  

 

 

1. ACCOBAMS Partners shall be expected to contribute on a regular basis and to the best of their ability 

to the further development of policies, technical and scientific tools of the Agreement and to their 

application. 

 

2. ACCOBAMS Partners shall present, at the latest two months before each Meeting of the Parties, a 

programme of collaboration with the Permanent Secretariat during the triennium. The programme 

shall include all activities carried out in the frame of the partnership and related to the conservation 

plan and the support to the Permanent Secretariat. 

 

3. ACCOBAMS Partners shall make proper use of the ACCOBAMS Partners logo in compliance with 

ACCOBAMS Resolution 4.21.  

 

4. ACCOBAMS Partners shall communicate with the Permanent Secretariat on activities related to 

ACCOBAMS objectives. ACCOBAMS Partners shall share information, including their publications, with 

their National Focal Point. ACCOBAMS Partners that own original data on cetaceans in the Agreement 

area are strongly encouraged to share such data, as appropriate, through NETCCOBAMS, the MEDACES 

stranding database and through the OBIS SEAMAP database and any other relevant tools.  

 

5. Before each Meeting of the Parties, ACCOBAMS Partners shall report on the implementation of their 

activities and on the use of the ACCOBAMS Partner logo. To this end, their reports shall reach the 

Permanent Secretariat and/or the relevant National Focal Point at the latest two months before the 

Bureau meeting held to prepare the Meeting of the Parties.  

 

6. Partners shall be invited to participate, in an observer capacity and as advisors, in all activities of the 

Agreement, except when otherwise decided by the Meeting of the Parties.  

 

7. ACCOBAMS Partners could be invited to contribute to the development of project proposals, project 

implementation and to the evaluation of project results, as well as to participate in the development 

of policy and technical and scientific instruments for the application of the Agreement.  

 

8. The ACCOBAMS Bureau may decide to withdraw the status of ACCOBAMS Partner if no activities are 

reported, if they are considered not to be relevant and if they are contrary to the achievement of 

ACCOBAMS objectives or to the present Rules and Commitments. Withdrawal of the Partner status 

does not prejudice any legal action for improper use of the ACCOBAMS Partner logo.  

 

 

Date and place  

 

Name of the person responsible of the entity applying for the ACCOBAMS Partner status and Signature  

 

Stamp and/or logo if applicable. 
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ANNEX 3 

APPLICATION FORM 

 

Applicants shall send all relevant documents by email at: secretariat@accobams.net or by mail at the 

following address: 

 ACCOBAMS Permanent Secretariat 

 Les Terrasses de Fontvieille 

WŀǊŘƛƴ ŘŜ ƭΩ¦b9{/h  

 MC-98000 Monaco 

 

The __________________________ (name of the Entity applying) represented by (Name of the person 

responsible of the entity applying for the ACCOBAMS Partner status ) ________________________ in 

quality of ___________________________ with the aim to apply for the ACCOBAMS Partner status 

declares that the application contains the following elements:  

 

 YES NO 

1. A copy of the statute of the Entity (in original language and a translation into English or 

French); 

  

2. The signed Declaration of Commitment (included in the Application form) declaring that 

the Entity actions include conservation of cetaceans and of their habitat, human-cetacean 

interactions or other activities relevant with the spirit of the Agreement; 

  

3. A note concerning its capacities with a particular attention to:  

(i) experience in providing support to cetacean conservation by implementing 

practical research, collection and analysis of information or other educational and 

training activities;  

  

(ii) demonstrated experience in implementing partnership ventures, such as for 

training and education, technical and scientific expertise, policy development or 

evaluation and assessment, particularly when such ventures would bring new and 

additional benefits to the functioning of the ACCOBAMS partnership;  

  

(iii) demonstrated willingness and ability to cooperate with national and 

international governmental and non-governmental bodies;  

  

(iv) readiness to contribute actively on a regular basis to further development of 

policies and tools of the Agreement and their application, particularly by assisting 

Parties to meet their obligations under the Agreement;  

  

(v) if any, previous experience in communicating with the Secretariat and 

cooperating with ACCOBAMS in the achievement of its objectives; 

  

(vi) the benefits expected for the Entity and for ACCOBAMS   

4. Curriculum Vitae of the person responsible of the entity applying for the ACCOBAMS 

Partner status 

  

5. A signed copy of the Rules and Commitments (Annex 2 of the Resolution)   

 

 

DECLARATION OF COMMITMENT  

On behalf of the Entity, I commit to comply with the rules and commitments specified in the Resolution. 

Actions of the entity include conservation of cetaceans and of their habitat, human-cetacean interactions 

or other activities relevant with the spirit of the Agreement. 

mailto:secretariat@accobams.net


FOURTH MEETING OF THE EXTENDED BUREAU   ACCOBAMS-BUEXT4/2019/Doc 11 
Monaco, 18-19 April 2019  
 

46 

 

 

Name of the Entity 

Address,  

Telephone/fax  

email  

website 

Social media link(s) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date and place  

 

Name of the person responsible of the entity applying for the ACCOBAMS Partner status and Signature  

 

Stamp and/or logo if applicable. 

 
 
 
 



FOURTH MEETING OF THE EXTENDED BUREAU   ACCOBAMS-BUEXT4/2019/Doc 11 
Monaco, 18-19 April 2019  
 

47 

 
RESOLUTION 7.6 - WORK PROGRAMME AND BUDGET FOR THE TRIENNIUM 2020-2022 

 

 

The Meeting of the Parties to the Agreement on the Conservation of Cetaceans of the Black Sea, Mediterranean Sea 

and Contiguous Atlantic Area: 

 

 

Acting in accordance with the commitments of the Parties to conserve cetaceans in conformity with the Agreement, 

especially the fundamental obligations placed upon Parties in Article II, 

 

Recalling Article IX, paragraphs 1 and 2, of the Agreement, stating that the Parties shall determine the scale of 

contributions to the budget and that the Meeting of the Parties shall adopt a budget by consensus, 

 

Taking into account the ACCOBAMS Strategy (2014-2025), as adopted under Resolution 5.1, 

 

Commending the Permanent Secretariat, the Parties, the Non-Party Range States, the Scientific Committee, all 

partnering organizations and all persons involved for the successful implementation of the ACCOBAMS Survey 

Initiative campaigns, 

 

Acknowledging the relevant work being carried out in other Organizations, in particular within the Convention on 

the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals (CMS) and the instruments adopted within its framework, the 

United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, the International Whaling Commission (IWC), the Convention on 

the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats (Bern Convention), the system of the Barcelona 

Convention for the Protection of the Marine Environment and the Coastal Region of the Mediterranean, the 

Bucharest Convention on the Protection of the Black Sea against Pollution  and the Agreement for the Establishment 

of the General Fisheries Commission for the Mediterranean (GFCM),  

 

Acknowledging with appreciation: 

¶ the financial support and the contributions in kind provided by the Government of H.S.H. the Prince of 

Monaco for the Permanent Secretariat under the Headquarter Agreement, 

¶ the other voluntary contributions provided by the Governments of France, Italy, Monaco and Spain, 

¶ the co-financings from SPA/RAC, IUCN,  

¶ the financial support provided by MAVA Foundation, Prince Albert II Foundation, IFAW and by EU 

through specific projects; 

¶ the support from Partner Organisations for Agreement activities, 

 

Thanking the Scientific Committee for its involvement, its work and its wise advice to Parties in setting up accurate 

conservation measures,  

 

Thanking also the Sub-Regional Coordination Units and the ACCOBAMS Partners for their continuous support to the 

implementation of the Agreement,  
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Aware that scientific research in Agreement area remains essential to identify populations with the least favourable 

conservation status and to address the conservation priorities,  

 

Conscious that the current heterogeneity of management and research capacity in the area covered by the 

Agreement must be addressed by capacity-building and public awareness,  

 

Stressing the need to increase collaboration with other relevant International Organizations in the spirit of the 

ecosystem approach, 

 

Recognizing the need to set priorities, 

 

Taking into consideration the results of regional workshops organised in 2018 within ACCOBAMS, where the needs 

and priorities of Parties for the implementation of the Agreement have been identified,  

 

Stressing the importance of the payment by all Parties of the contributions due to the budget of the Agreement, 

 

Recalling that Article IX, paragraph 3, calls for voluntary contributions to increase the funds available for monitoring, 

research, training and projects related to conservation,  

 

Recalling Resolutions 1.7 and 5.5, establishing and implementing a Supplementary Conservation Fund,  

 

 

1. Takes note with satisfaction of the audited accounts for the period 2017-2019 presented by the Permanent 

Secretariat; 

 

2. Agrees to provide financial support for the participation to the ACCOBAMS Meetings of the Parties of delegates 

(one delegate by country) from countries with middle and low incomes, as classified by the World Bank in June 

2018 and as listed in Annex 5 to the present Resolution, excluding countries with arrears of more than three 

years of contribution to the Trust Fund; 

 

3. Adopts the Budget for 2020-2022, as in Annex 1 to the present Resolution;  

 

4. Confirms that Parties shall contribute to the budget, in accordance with Article III, paragraph 8 (e), of the 

Agreement, at the scale agreed upon by the Meeting of the Parties; 

 

5. Agrees to the scale and amounts of contributions of Parties to the Agreement, as listed in Annex 2 to the 

present Resolution, and to the application of that scale to new Parties pro rata of the remaining financial year;  

 

6. Requests Parties, in particular those that pay the minimum contribution, to consider paying for the entire 

triennium in one instalment at the beginning of the period; 
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7. Further requests Parties to pay their contributions as promptly as possible, but in any case no later than at the 

end of March of the corresponding year; 

8.  Asks the Parties that have unpaid pledges to pay their pending contributions within a reasonable time, at the 

latest two to three months after the end of 2019, in order to close the budget for the 2017-2019 triennium, as 

soon as possible; 

 

9.  Invites Parties, Range States and organisations to consider the feasibility of providing adequate personnel for 

the Permanent Secretariat; 

 

10. Also invites States that are not Parties to the Agreement, as well as governmental, intergovernmental and non-

governmental organisations and other possible donors, to consider contributing to the implementation of the 

Agreement on a voluntary basis;  

 

11.  Encourages Parties and Range States, when allocating funds for ACCOBAMS-related research, to take into 

account the priorities of the ACCOBAMS Work Programme and asks, as appropriate, for the advice of the 

Scientific Committee in identifying activities that: 

a. are most directly in accordance with the conservation priorities identified in Resolutions adopted by the 

Parties, in particular the Work Programme, and 

b. will directly assist the Scientific Committee in its priority work; 

 

12.  Approves the terms of reference for administration of the Agreement Budget for the period 2020-2022, as set 

out in Annex 3 to the present Resolution, as well as the guidelines for the acceptance of financial contributions, 

as set out in Annex 4, provided that no voluntary contribution shall entail any present or future financial liability 

for the Agreement Trust Fund without the prior consent of the Parties or the Bureau; 

 

13.  Entrusts to the Permanent Secretariat with the task of exploring the availability of appropriate additional funds 

to support the implementation of the Agreement; 

 

14. Adopts the Programme of Work for 2020 ς 2022 as presented in Annex 6 of the present Resolution; 

 

15. Urges Parties to support projects and activities in line with the Work Programme by means of financial and in-

kind contributions and to report thereon to the Eight Meeting of the Parties;  

 

16. Urges Parties to fully commit themselves in the ACCOBAMS Meeting of National Representatives, which should 

be organized in 2021, by having a representative attending the Meeting; 

 

17. Recommends Parties, in order to prepare this ACCOBAMS Meeting of National Representatives, to organize 

through ACCOBAMS Focal Points a half-day national meeting, to collect all the relevant data prior the Meeting; 
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18. Urges Parties and specialized international Organizations to develop international cooperative projects for 

implementation of the Work Programme and to keep the Permanent Secretariat fully informed of progress;  

 

19. Further urges Parties and encourages other donors to provide financial assistance to Countries in need of 

capacity-building to support the implementation of the Agreement and of the Work Programme, directly or 

through the financial mechanisms of the Agreement, in particular through the Supplementary Conservation 

Fund;  

 

20. Asks Parties, non-Parties, Partners, all relevant Organizations and experts to share with the Permanent 

Secretariat all relevant information regarding their activities in NETCCOBAMS; 

 

21. Calls on the Scientific Committee, the Permanent Secretariat and Bureau, the Sub-Regional Coordinating Units, 

ACCOBAMS Partners and international and national non-governmental Organizations to promote the actions 

necessary to facilitate implementation of the Work Programme, bearing in mind the Resolutions adopted by the 

Meetings of the Parties;  

 

22. Calls on the Scientific Committee to further promote cooperation with scientific Institutions of the ACCOBAMS 

area;  

 

23. Requests the Permanent Secretariat to strengthen co-operation and develop activities with other relevant 

bodies, in particular within the CMS Family, the Barcelona Convention system, the IWC, the Bern Convention, 

the Bucharest Convention, European Commission, CBD, CITES, GFCM, OSPAR, ICES, IUCN, MedPAN and Pelagos 

Agreement; 

 

24. Instructs the Permanent Secretariat to:  

¶ disseminate the Work Programme for priority actions for 2020-2022, to collaborate closely in its 

implementation with the Secretariats of other relevant Conventions, international Oganizations and 

ACCOBAMS Partners and to seek appropriate donors;  

¶ inform in time the National Focal Points of workshops and meetings, as well as of the establishment of 

working groups within the ACCOBAMS framework. 
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ANNEXES 

 

 

Annex 1: Budget 2020 -2022 

 

Annex 2: Annual contributions of Parties to the Trust Fund of ACCOBAMS 

 

Annex 3: Terms of reference for administration of the Budget 

 

Annex 4: Guidelines for accepting voluntary financial contributions 

 

Annex 5: Eligibility for funding to attend the Meetings of the Parties to ACCOBAMS 

 

Annex 6: Programme of Work 2020 - 2022 
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ANNEX 1 

PROPOSED BUDGET 2020 - 2022  

 

SCENARIO 1 

Scenario 1 considers: 

- five positions under the proposed functional structure of the Permanent Secretariat (current situation as per 

Res.6.6), with an increase of the part-time of the Accountant from currently 30% to 80%, the position being 

renamed ά!ŎŎƻǳƴǘƛƴg anŘ tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ !ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘέ; 

- a zero-nominal growth of budget allocated to conservation actions. 

 

  2020 2021 2022 

Administration and general management    

110 Administrative staff    

1 101 Executive Secretary Housing Allowance  10 000*  12 000 12 000 

1 102 Programme & Project Officer 1 60 163 60 463 63 098 

55  
Programme & Project Officer 2  

(moved from Conservation Actions) 
60 163 60 463 63 098 

1 103 Accounting and Programme Assistant (80%) 37 365 37 738 38 115 

1 104 Assistant to the Executive Secretary - - - 

1 105 Assistant Programmes & Meetings (new)    

120 Administrative support    

1 201 Coordination Units 7 200 7 200 7 200 

1 202 Translators  1 000 1 000 1 000 

1 203 Fund management controller 2 000 2 000 2 000 

1 204 External Assistance 3 000 3 000 2 300 

130 Travel    

1 301 Secretariat staff 17 500 17 500 15 000 

140 Bank fees 800 800 800 

150 Hospitality 500 500 500 

Total administration and general management 199 691 202 664 205 081 

Total administration and general management for the triennium 

2020 - 2022 
607 436 

  

Host country contributions under HQA **  ** *  

TOTAL cost administration and general management including In 

cash and in kind contributions under HQA**  
 

 

* 10 months for 2020 (entry on duty of the new Executive Secretary planned for 1st March 2020) 
 
**  In accordance with appendix 1 (Financial arrangements between the Government of H.S.H the Prince of Monaco and the 
Permanent Secretariat of ACCOBAMS) of Resolution 6.2 on Amendment to the Headquarters Agreement with the Host Country. 
This amount includes both in cash and in-kind contributions. 
 
** *Indicative value of the contributions of the Principality of Monaco, under the Headquarters Agreement with the Host Country. 
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 2020 2021 2022 

 Institutional Meetings        

210 Meeting of the Parties 0 5 000 58 000 

220 Scientif ic Committee 20 000 29 000 - 

230 Bureau 14 000****  7 000 11 000 

240 Meeting of National Representatives  - 21 000   -  

250 Follow-up Committee Meeting 0 5 000  - 

Total institutional Meetings  34 000 67 000 69 000 

Total institutional Meetings for the triennium 2020 ς 

2022 
 

170 000 

** ** including extraordinary Bureau Meeting as Recruitment Committee for the Executive Secretary position  

 

 
2020 2021 2022 

Support to Conservation actions        

51 Capacity-building    

   Workshops 

       Trainings 

 Technical assistance 

52 
Human-cetacean interactions / Emergency 

situations 
15 000 25 500 10 000 

 
Functional stranding networks and responses 

to emergency situation 

   

 Interactions with fisheries / aquaculture 

 Anthropogenic underwater noise 

   Ship strikes 

 Cetacean watching 

 Marine debris 

 Chemical & biological pollution 

 Climate change 

53 Habitats / Research and monitoring 15 000 25 000 10 000 

 
Cetacean population estimates and 

distribution 

   

 Population Structure 

  Monitoring cetaceans status 

  Species conservation plans 

 Captivity related issues 

  
Area-based measures for cetacean 

conservation 

54 
Information/ Communication/Public 

awareness  
25 000 15 000 20 000 

 Communication Strategy 
       

 CSMC 
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 Citizen Science 

  Databases & website management 

  Public awareness 

 Production of materials 

 ACCOBAMS Module 

 Total conservation actions  55 000 65 500 40 000 

 Total conservation actions for the triennium 2020 - 

2022 
160 500 

 

 
2020 2021 2022 

Total administration, meetings and conservation  нуу сфмϵ оор мспϵ 314 0ум ϵ 

 Total budget for the triennium 2020 - 2022 
937 936 

 όомн спрϵκyear) 

Total budget for the triennium including in-cash and in-

kind contributions under HQA 
***  

 

*** The indicative value of the contributions of the Principality of Monaco for the triennium, under the Headquarters Agreement 

ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ Iƻǎǘ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅΣ ƛǎ ϵссм 200. 
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SCENARIO 2 

Scenario 2 considers: 

- five positions under the proposed functional structure of the Permanent Secretariat (current situation as per 

Res.6.6), with an increase of the part-time of the Accountant from currently 30% to 80%, the position being 

renamed ά!ŎŎƻǳƴǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ !ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘέ; 

- an increase of the budget allocated to conservation actions, in order to come back to the budget adopted by 

Parties, at their 5th Meeting, for conservation actions to be implemented in the period 2013-2015. 

  

 

  2020 2021 2022 

Administration and general management    

110 Administrative staff    

1 101 Executive Secretary Housing Allowance  10 000*  12 000 12 000 

1 102 Programme & Project Officer 1 60 163 60 463 63 098 

55  
Programme & Project Officer 2  

(moved from Conservation Actions) 
60 163 60 463 63 098 

1 103 Accounting and Programme Assistant (80%) 37 365 37 738 38 115 

1 104 Assistant to the Executive Secretary - - - 

1 105 Assistant Programmes & Meetings (new)    

120 Administrative support    

1 201 Coordination Units 7 200 7 200 7 200 

1 202 Translators  1 000 1 000 1 000 

1 203 Fund management controller 2 000 2 000 2 000 

1 204 External Assistance 3 000 3 000 2 300 

130 Travel    

1 301 Secretariat staff 17 500 17 500 15 000 

140 Bank fees 800 800 800 

150 Hospitality 500 500 500 

Total administration and general management 199 691 202 664 205 081 

Total administration and general management for the triennium 

2020 - 2022 
607 436 

  

Host country contributions under HQA **  ** *  

TOTAL cost administration and general management including In 

cash and in kind contributions under HQA**  
 

 

* 10 months for 2020 (entry on duty of the new Executive Secretary planned for 1st March 2020) 
 
**  In accordance with appendix 1 (Financial arrangements between the Government of H.S.H the Prince of Monaco and the 
Permanent Secretariat of ACCOBAMS) of Resolution 6.2 on Amendment to the Headquarters Agreement with the Host Country. 
This amount includes both in cash and in-kind contributions. 
 
** *Indicative value of the contributions of the Principality of Monaco, under the Headquarters Agreement with the Host Country. 

 

 2020 2021 2022 
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 Institutional Meetings        

210 Meeting of the Parties 0 5 000 58 000 

220 Scientific Committee 20 000 29 000 - 

230 Bureau 14 000****  7 000 11 000 

240 Meeting of National Representatives  - 21 000   -  

250 Follow-up Committee Meeting 0 5 000  - 

Total institutional Meetings  34 000 67 000 69 000 

Total institutional Meetings for the triennium 2020 ς 

2022 
 

170 000 

**** including extraordinary Bureau Meeting for Executive Secretary Recruitment  

 

 

 
2020 2021 2022 

Support to Conservation actions        

51 Capacity-building    

   Workshops 

       Trainings 

 Technical assistance 

52 
Human-cetacean interactions / 

Emergency situations 
15 000 25 000 15 000 

 
Functional stranding networks and 

responses to emergency situation 

   

 
Interactions with fisheries / 

aquaculture 

 Anthropogenic underwater noise 

   Ship strikes 

 Cetacean watching 

 Marine debris 

 Chemical & biological pollution 

 Climate change 

53 Habitats / Research and monitoring 15 000 25 000 15 000 

 
Cetacean population estimates and 

distribution 

   

 Population Structure 

  Monitoring cetaceans status 

  Species conservation plans 

 Captivity related issues 

  
 Area-based measures for cetacean 

conservation 

54 
Information/ Communication/Public 

awareness  
25 000 15 000 20 000 

 Communication Strategy 
         

 CSMC 
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 Citizen Science 

  Databases  & website management 

  Public awareness 

 Production of materials 

 ACCOBAMS Module 

 Total conservation actions  55 000 65 000 50 000 

 Total conservation actions for the triennium 2020 - 

2022 
170 000 

 

 
2020 2021 2022 

Total administration, meetings and conservation  нуу сфмϵ ооп сспϵ онп лумϵ 

 Total budget for the triennium 2020 - 2022 
947 436 

 όомр умнϵκyear) 

Total budget for the triennium including in-cash and in-

kind contributions under HQA 
***  

 

*** T he indicative value of the contributions of the Principality of Monaco for the triennium, under the Headquarters Agreement 

with tƘŜ Iƻǎǘ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅΣ ƛǎ ϵссм 200. 

 

 

. 
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ANNEX 2 

ANNUAL CONTRIBUTIONS OF PARTIES TO THE TRUST FUND OF ACCOBAMS 

 

 
UN Scale  

2019-2021 

ACCOBAMS 

Key  

2020-2022 

Annual Contribution 2020-2022 

   Scenario 1 Scenario 2 

   

Minimum 

contribution 

1% 

Minimum 

contribution 

1,2% 

Minimum 

contribution 

1% 

Minimum 

contribution 

1,2% 

Albania 0,008 0,10 3 126 3 752 3 158 3 790 

Algeria  0,138 1,73 4 328 4 328 4 328 4 328 

Bulgaria 0,046 0,58 3 126 3 752 3 158 3 790 

Croatia 0,077 0,96 3 126 3 752 3 158 3 790 

Cyprus 0,036 0,45 3 126 3 752 3 158 3 790 

Egypt 0,186 2,33 5 275 4 262 5 564 4 573 

France 4,427 21,61 66 712 66 712 66 712 66 712 

Georgia 0,008 0,10 3 126 3 752 3 158 3 790 

Greece 0,366 4,58 12 662 12 662 12 662 12 662 

Italy 3,307 20,98 64 769 64 769 64 769 64 769 

Lebanon 0,047 0,59 3 126 3 752 3 158 3 790 

Libya 0,03 0,38 3 360 3 752 3 360 3 790 

Malta 0,017 0,21 3 126 3 752 3 158 3 790 

Monaco 0,011 0,14 3 126 3 752 3 158 3 790 

Montenegro 0,004 0,05 3 126 3 752 3 158 3 790 

Morocco 0,055 0,69 3 126 3 752 3 158 3 790 

Portugal 0,35 4,38 10 538 10 538 10 538 10 538 

Romania 0,198 2,48 5 615 4 947 5 923 4 947 

Slovenia 0,076 0,95 3 126 3 752 3 158 3 790 

Spain 2,146 18,37 56 732 56 732 56 732 56 732 

Syrian Arab Republic 0,011 0,14 3 126 3 752 3 158 3 790 

Tunisia 0,025 0,31 3 126 3 752 3 158 3 790 

Turkey 1,371 17,17 38 883 31 418 41 010 33 706 

Ukraine 0,057 0,71 3 126 3 752 3 158 3 790 

TOTAL   312 645 312 645 315 627 315 627 
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ANNEX 3 

TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR ADMINISTRATION OF THE BUDGET  

 

 

1. The terms of reference for administration of the budget of ACCOBAMS shall refer to the financial years 

beginning 1st January 2020 and ending 31st December 2022. 

 

2. The budget shall be administered by the Executive Secretary. 

 

3. The budget shall be administered according to these Terms of reference. 

 

4. The financial resources of the budget shall be derived from: 

 (a) Contributions from the Parties according to Annex 2, as well as contributions from new Parties, and 

 (b) Voluntary contributions from Parties, contributions from States not Party to the Agreement, other 

governmental, intergovernmental and nongovernmental organisations and other sources.  

 

5. All contributions to the budget shall be paid in Euros. 

 

6.  With regard to contributions from States that become Parties after the beginning of the financial period, 

the initial contribution (from the first day of the third month after the deposit of the instrument of ratification, 

acceptance or accession, until the end of the financial period) shall be determined pro rata on the basis of the 

contributions of other Parties according to the adopted scale of assessments and depending on the remaining 

annual financial exercise.  

 

7. Contributions by all Parties throughout the triennium 2020-2022 are calculated on the basis of the 

United Nations scale of assessments applicable for 2016, with the modifications needed to adapt it to the 

ACCOBAMS Parties. 

 

8. The contributions are due on 1st January 2020, 1st January 2021 and 1st January 2022. Contributions shall 

be paid into the following account: 

 

Account holder Swift code IBAN code 

ACCOBAMS CFMOMCMX MC 02 1273 9000 7001 0702 3000 M76 

 

9. For the convenience of the Parties, the Executive Secretary shall notify as soon as possible the Parties to 

the Agreement of their assessed contributions for each of the years of the financial period. 

 

10. Contributions received into the budget and not immediately required for financing activities shall be 

invested at the discretion of the Executive Secretary, in consultation with the Bureau, and any generated 

income shall be used to implement the Agreement.  
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11. The budget shall be audited by a fund management controller.  

 

12. The budget estimates of income and expenditures for each calendar year of the financial period shall be 

prepared in Euros and submitted to the Meeting of the Parties to the Agreement.  

13. The estimates for each calendar year covered by the financial period shall be divided into sections and 

objectives of expenditure, be specified according to budget lines, be consistent with the  programmes of work 

to which they relate, and be accompanied by information as may be required by or on behalf of the 

contributors.  

 

14. The proposed budget, including all the necessary information, shall be dispatched by the Permanent 

Secretariat to all Parties at least 90 days before the date established for the opening of the Meeting of the 

Parties.  

 

15. The budget shall be adopted by consensus at the Meeting of the Parties. 

 

16. With the authorization of the Bureau, the Permanent Secretariat of the Agreement can make transfers 

from one budget line to another.  

 

17. Should the Permanent Secretariat anticipate a shortfall in resources over the financial period, the 

Permanent Secretariat shall consult the Bureau about its priorities for expenditure. 

 

18. Commitments against the resources of the budget may be made only if they are covered by sufficient 

income. 

 

19. A secured fund is created, equivalent to thirty per cent of the administrative budget. 

 

20. At the end of each calendar year of the financial period, the Permanent Secretariat shall submit the 

accounts of the year to the Bureau. These shall include details of actual expenditure and comparisons with the 

original provisions for each budget line. 

 

21. The Permanent Secretariat shall give the Bureau an estimate of proposed expenditures for the coming 

year simultaneously with, or as soon as possible after, the communication of the accounts and reports referred 

to in the preceding paragraphs. 

 

22. The Permanent Secretariat shall present the audited accounts for the financial exercises to the Meeting 

of the Parties. 

 

23. The present terms of reference shall be implemented by the Executive Secretary. 
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ANNEX 4 

GUIDELINES FOR ACCEPTING VOLUNTARY FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTIONS  

 

1. General Rules 

 

No voluntary contribution, gift or donation for a specific purpose may be accepted if incompatible with the policies 

and aims of the Agreement or the UNEP/CMS. 

 

2. Approval of donors 

 

2.1 Donors who are not governmental Institutions of Parties or Economic Integration Organisations or riparian 

States not Party to the Agreement, must be approved as such by the Bureau before their contributions are 

accepted by the Permanent Secretariat.  

 

2.2 Sources known to have been involved in interests or activities which conflict with the aims of the Agreement or 

the Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals and any Organisation or individual 

who has deliberately brought, or might bring, the Agreement into public disrepute, shall be excluded. The same 

shall apply where there is a risk that a source might try to influence the decisions of any organ of the Agreement 

where in the opinion of the Scientific Committee, this source has, or has had in the past, an environmentally 

unfriendly attitude. 

 

3. Acceptance of voluntary contributions 

 

3.1 Voluntary contributions shall only be accepted when the purpose is consistent with the policies and aims of the 

Agreement. 

 

3.2 No voluntary contributions shall have an immediate or ultimate financial liability for the Agreement Trust Fund 

without the prior consent of the Parties or the Bureau. 

 

3.3  Indirect costs of 4% for voluntary contributions up to 50 лллϵ ŀƴŘ ƻŦ т҈ ŦƻǊ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŀǊȅ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ƳƻǊŜ 

than 50 00лϵ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ applied. The indirect costs/overheads relate to costs which cannot be directly and 

exclusively allocated to the activity funded by the voluntary contribution and that are indispensable to the 

development, management and oversight of the activities funded. They include costs incurred by services 

providing administrative and other support functions to a range of actions, programmes, and projects financed 

by voluntary contributions.  

 

3.4 All monetary contributions shall be paid in freely convertible currency; exceptions may, however, be made for 

special projects if the currency in question can effectively be used. 

 

3.5. Voluntary contributions in kind may be accepted, provided that they are used to cover activities approved by 

the Meeting of the Parties. These may include, inter alia, direct or indirect involvement in a joint project, free 

office accommodation, equipment, or the secondment of staff. 
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ANNEX 5 

ELIGIBILITY FOR FUNDING TO ATTEND THE MEETINGS OF THE PARTIES TO ACCOBAMS 

 

Based on the scale of middle and low incomes, from the World Bank in June 2018, the Permanent Secretariat is 

authorised to cover, upon budget availability, the travel and accommodation fees of the representatives of the 

following Parties for the Meetings of the Parties of ACCOBAMS (one delegate/Party): 

 

¶ Albania 

¶ Algeria 

¶ Bulgaria 

¶ Egypt 

¶ Georgia 

¶ Lebanon 

¶ Libya (pending on settlement of unpaid pledges) 

¶ Montenegro 

¶ Morocco 

¶ Romania 

¶ Syrian Arab Republic (pending on settlement of unpaid pledges) 

¶ Tunisia 

¶ Turkey 

¶ Ukraine 
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ANNEX 6 

PROGRAMME OF WORK FOR THE TRIENNIUM 2020 - 2022 

 

Note of the Secretariat : During the Fourth session of the ACCOBAMS Regional workshops (7-12 May 2018, Tunis, 

Tunisia), the ACCOBAMS Permanent Secretariat presented the new format proposed for the 2020-2022 Work 

Programme, as requested during MOP6 through Resolution 6.5. The objective was to: 

- Propose more general actions instead of many very specific, in order to take into account the first 

findings from the mid-term evaluation of the effectiveness of the ACCOBAMS Strategy 

- Indicate the specific means of implementation of these general actions 

- Add information on the corresponding budget for each proposed action. 

This proposed 2020-2022 Work Programme, takes into account national priorities and is based on the format 

approved by Parties during the reginal workshops. 

For each action, the Permanent Secretariat indicated the total budget as well as: 

- The secured funds: Ordinary Contributions (OC), Voluntary Contributions (VC) or External Funds (EF) 

- The required additional Voluntary Contributions or External Funds 

Management Actions are divided in 4 items: 

MA1 INVOLVEMENT OF KEY STAKEHOLDERS 

MA1a Strengthen involvement of all key stakeholders in ACCOBAMS's operations 

MA2 ENSURE ADEQUATE FUNDING, IN PARTICULARLY FOR CONSERVATION ACTIVITIES 

MA2a New funding possibilities 

MA3 IMPLEMENTATION OF AND COMPLIANCE WITH ACCOBAMS 

MA3a 
Improve the level of implementation of and compliance with ACCOBAMS resolutions as well as the monitoring of its 
progress 

MA4 ACCOBAMS EXTENSION AREA 

MA4a Ensure implementation of the ACCOBAMS's cetacean conservation standards in the adjacent areas 

 

Conservation Actions are divided in 4 items 

CA1  IMPROVE KNOWLEDGE ABOUT STATUS OF CETACEANS 

CA1a Cetacean population estimates and distribution 

CA1b Population Structure 

CA1c Monitoring cetaceans status 

CA1d Functional stranding networks and responses to emergency situation 

CA2 
REDUCE HUMAN PRESSURES ON CETACEANS, IN PARTICULARLY THOSE RELATED TO BYCATCH, HABITAT LOSS 
AND DEGRADATION (POLLUTION 

CA2a Interactions with fisheries / aquaculture 

CA2b Anthropogenic underwater noise 

CA2c Ship strikes 

CA2d Cetacean watching 

CA2e Marine debris 

CA2f Chemical & biological pollution 

CA2g Climate change 

https://www.linguee.fr/anglais-francais/traduction/through.html
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CA2i Captivity related issues 

CA3 ENHANCE EFFECTIVE CONSERVATION OF CETACEANS CRITICAL HABITATS 

CA3a Area-based measures for cetacean conservation 

CA4 ENHANCE PUBLIC AWARENESS ABOUT CETACEANS 

CA4a Information /Communication / Awareness about cetaceans 
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MANAGEMENT OF THE AGREEMENT (MA) 
 

MA1 INVOLVEMENT OF KEY STAKEHOLDERS 

MA1a Strengthen involvement of all key stakeholders in ACCOBAMS's operations 

 
Expected outcomes   

 

 
 
MA2 ENSURE ADEQUATE FUNDING, IN PARTICULARLY FOR CONSERVATION ACTIVITIES 

MA2a New funding possibilities 

 
Expected outcomes   

 

Proposed Action(s) Priority 
Action lead by and 
in cooperation with 

Means of implementation ¢ƻǘŀƭ .ǳŘƎŜǘ όϵύ 
CǳƴŘǎ ǎŜŎǳǊŜŘ όϵύ Required 

additional VC/EF  
όϵύ 

OC VC EF 

Establish/strengthen partnerships and collaborations 
with all relevant IGOs, NGOs, and 
international/national entities  
 
 
Strengthen involvement of all riparian Countries to 
encourage accession to the Agreement of all riparian 
states and to develop activities with non-Parties  
 
 
Strengthen involvement of national representatives in 
formulating actions related to cetacean conservation, 
according to their national priorities (regional 
workshops) 
 
 
Reinforce synergy between Partners and harmonize 
activities 

core 

Secretariat, 
Parties, 
Non-Party Range 
States, 
Scientific 
Committee  
Partners,  
SRCUs 

¶ Establishing MoU 

¶ Participating in Coordination Meetings and 
relevant fora  

¶ Working through relevant Joint WG 

¶ Developing joint actions / projects 

¶ Organizing joint Workshops, in particular with 
Partners 

¶ Linking with relevant marine strategies 

¶ Contributing to the determination and 
monitoring of the GES (MSFD) and favourable 
conservation status (HD) 

¶ Participating in the process of fully developing 
the Companion Volume for the Strategic Plan 
for Migratory Species 2015-2023 

¶ Liaising with the Depositary to encourage 
accession to the Agreement of riparian states 

50 лллϵ     

¶ Organizing a Meeting of National 
Representatives to develop the Programme of 
Work 

40 лллϵ     

Proposed Action(s) Priority 
Action lead by and 
in cooperation with 

Means of implementation ¢ƻǘŀƭ .ǳŘƎŜǘ όϵύ 
CǳƴŘǎ ǎŜŎǳǊŜŘ όϵύ Required 

additional VC/EF  
όϵύ 

OC VC EF 

Fund projects under the Supplementary Conservation 
Fund (SCF) related to cetacean conservation  

Main 
Secretariat, 
Parties, 
Non-Party Range 
States, 
Scientific 
Committee  
Partners,  
SRCUs 

¶ Launching a call for proposals for projects 
related to cetacean conservation 45 ллл ϵ      

Support development and develop proposals for 
multilateral/ transboundary projects and co-funded 
activities according to the ACCOBAMS Funding 
Strategy 

High 

¶ Using the ACCOBAMS Funding Strategy Linking 
with relevant marine strategies 

¶ Sharing information on funding opportunities 

¶ Organizing a training workshop on project 
development/fundraising 

¶ Using established partnerships and 
collaborations with all relevant IGOs, NGOs, and 
international/ national entities 

30 ллл ϵ     
Monitor funding opportunities Main 

Support the development of capacities in project 
development and fundraising 

Main 
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MA3 IMPLEMENTATION OF AND COMPLIANCE WITH ACCOBAMS 

MA3a 
Improve the level of implementation of and compliance with ACCOBAMS resolutions  

as well as the monitoring of its progress 

 

Expected outcomes   

 

 

MA4 ACCOBAMS EXTENSION AREA 

MA4a Ensure implementation of the ACCOBAMS's cetacean conservation standards in the adjacent areas 

 

Expected outcomes   

 

 

Proposed Action(s) Priority 
Action lead by and 
in cooperation with 

Means of implementation ¢ƻǘŀƭ .ǳŘƎŜǘ όϵύ 
CǳƴŘǎ ǎŜŎǳǊŜŘ όϵύ Required additional 

VC/EF  
όϵύ 

OC VC EF 

Implement the mid-term revised ACCOBAMS Strategy  Main 

Secretariat, 
Parties, 
Scientific 
Committee  
Partners,  
SRCUs,  
Non-Party Range 
States 

¶ Reflecting in the Work Programme the revised 
ACCOBAMS Strategy following the mid-term 
evaluation of its effectiveness  

-     

Propose remedy actions in cases of non-follow-up 
with ACCOBAMS Resolutions and infringements 

Main 

Follow up 
Committee, 
Secretariat, 
Parties, 
Scientific 
Committee  
Partners,  
SRCUs,  
Non-Party Range 
States 

¶ Convening a Follow up Committee meeting 

¶ Applying Follow up Procedures 

5 лллϵ     

Proposed Action(s) Priority 
Action lead by and 
in cooperation with 

Means of implementation ¢ƻǘŀƭ .ǳŘƎŜǘ όϵύ 
CǳƴŘǎ ǎŜŎǳǊŜŘ όϵύ Required 

additional VC/EF  
όϵύ 

OC VC EF 

Encourage ratification of Amendment for geographical 
extension of the Agreement area to the Atlantic 

Main Secretariat, 
Depositary 

 
0     
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CONSERVATION ACTIONS (CA) 
 

CA1  IMPROVE KNOWLEDGE ABOUT STAT OF CETACEANS 

 

CA 1 a Cetacean population estimates and distribution 

 

Expected outcomes  Improved knowledge of cetacean populations in the ACCOBAMS Area 

 
Global distribution and abundance of cetaceans in the Mediterranean Sea and Black Seas established, based on results of surveys 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Proposed Action(s) Priority 
Action lead by and 
in cooperation with 

Means of implementation ¢ƻǘŀƭ .ǳŘƎŜǘ όϵύ 
CǳƴŘǎ ǎŜŎǳǊŜŘ όϵύ Required 

additional VC/EF  
όϵύ 

OC VC EF 

Interpret and Disseminate results / subsequent 
recommendations of the ASI 

Main Scientific 
Committee 
Secretariat 
Parties, 
Non-Party Range 
States 
Partners,  
SRCUs 

¶ Organizing workshops dedicated to ASI data 
analysis/interpretation (CB) 

¶ Publishing a report on the ASI results  

¶ Disseminating the ASI results and experience in 
relevant regional/international fora 

80 ллл ϵ   40 ллл ϵ 40 ллл ϵ  

Support monitoring at a sub-regional level using the 
!{L ŦǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪ όƳŜǘƘƻŘƻƭƻƎȅΣ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪΧύ 

Main Secretariat, 
Parties, 
Non-Party Range 
States, 
Scientific 
Committee  
Partners,  
SRCUs 

¶ Organizing coordination meetings at the sub-
regional level 

¶ Supporting the development of specific 
collaborations among scientific entities 

¶ Supporting implementation of sub regional 
surveys 

20 ллл ϵ    5 ллл ϵ 15 ллл ϵ 

Promote the use of multidisciplinary surveys (such as 
fisheries / acoustic surveys), innovative technologies 
(UAV, satellite) and of platforms of opportunity 
(ferries, whale watching vessels, navy vessels, etc..) to 
collect data on ŎŜǘŀŎŜŀƴΩǎ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀōǳƴŘŀƴŎŜ 

High Scientific 
Committee 
Secretariat 
Parties, 
Non-Party Range 
States 
Partners,  
SRCUs 

¶ Developing guidelines / best practices on the 
implementation of multidisciplinary surveys and 
on the use of platform of opportunity and 
innovative technologies to collect data on 
cetaceans distribution and abundance 

¶ Reviewing the existing surveys/scientific efforts 
at the national/regional scale that could be used 
to collect data on distribution and abundance of 
cetaceans   

¶ Collaborating with relevant Organisations, such 
as ICCAT, to collect data on distribution and 
abundance of cetaceans 

30 ллл ϵ    15 ллл ϵ 15 ллл ϵ 

Initiate the establishment of a regional repository for 
Řŀǘŀ ƻƴ ŎŜǘŀŎŜŀƴΩǎ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀōǳƴŘŀƴŎŜ ōŀǎŜŘ 
on the conclusion of the ASI preparatory study for an 
information management system for cetacean survey 
data 

High Scientific 
Committee 
Secretariat 
SRCUs  
Parties, 
Non-Party Range 
States 
Partners 

¶ Undertaking a feasibility study to support pre-
identification of a data repository system 

10 ллл ϵ     10 ллл ϵ 
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CA 1 b Population Structure 

 

Expected outcomes  Improved knowledge on population structure in the ACCOBAMS Area and species conservation management plans completed 
 
Exchanges of samples facilitated for joint analysis 
 
Data exchanges facilitated for basin wide analysis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Proposed Action(s) Priority 
Action lead by and 
in cooperation with 

Means of implementation ¢ƻǘŀƭ .ǳŘƎŜǘ όϵύ 
CǳƴŘǎ ǎŜŎǳǊŜŘ όϵύ Required 

additional VC/EF  
όϵύ 

OC VC EF 

Improve data collection on cetacean populations 
genetic in the ACCOBAMS Area 

Medium Secretariat  
Scientific 
Committee  
Parties, 
Non-Party Range 
States 
Partners,  
SRCUs 

¶ Organizing regional trainings on data collection 
and analysis (CB) 

¶ Establishing Guidelines / Best Practices  

36 лллϵ     

Encourage better collaboration between tissue banks 
to facilitate exchanges of samples for joint analysis 

High Scientific 
Committee  
Secretariat  
Parties, 
Non-Party Range 
States 
Partners,  
SRCUs 

 

¶ Identifying and contacting reference 
laboratories in the ACCOBAMS Area 

¶ Supporting the development of specific 
collaborations among scientific entities 

2 лллϵ     

Improve photo ID data collection and dissemination 

High 

Partners,  
Parties, 
Non-Party Range 
States 
Scientific 
Committee  
Secretariat,  
SRCUs 

¶ Entering data in photo ID Catalogues 

¶ Using Web based databases 

¶ Organizing regional trainings on photo ID 
Catalogues (CB) 30 лллϵ     
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CA 1 c Monitoring cetaceans status 

 

Expected outcomes  IUCN threat status of cetaceans in the ACCOBAMS area is assessed 
 
ACCOBAMS Status report on the State of Conservation of Cetaceans is updated and made available on IUCN and ACCOBAMS websites 

 
Regional conservation plan for cetacean is implemented at the national level  
 
Relevant conservation management plans are developed and implemented 
 
National Action Plans are developed and implemented in relevant Countries 

Proposed Action(s) Priority 
Action lead by and 
in cooperation with 

Means of implementation ¢ƻǘŀƭ .ǳŘƎŜǘ όϵύ 
CǳƴŘǎ ǎŜŎǳǊŜŘ όϵύ Required 

additional VC/EF  
όϵύ 

OC VC EF 

Contribute to IUCN threat status assessment of 
cetaceans in the ACCOBAMS area and update it as 
relevant  

High 

Scientific 
Committee  
Secretariat,  
Parties, 
Non-Party Range 
States, 
Partners,  
SRCUs 

¶ Undertaking species assessments 

¶ Organising joint ACCOBAMS-IWC-IUCN experts 
workshop(s) combined with the ACCOBAMS-
IWC-IUCN Experts Workshop(s) to develop/ 
revise/ CMP 

15 лллϵ     

Update ACCOBAMS Status report on the State of 
Conservation of Cetaceans, using ASI results 
 

High 

Scientific 
Committee  
Secretariat,  
Parties, 
Non-Party Range 
States, 
Partners,  
SRCUs 

¶ Preparing and publishing an updated 
ACCOBAMS Status report on the State of 
Conservation of Cetaceans 

20 лллϵ   20 ллл ϵ  

Revise the Regional Conservation Plan for cetacean in 
Black Sea  

Main 

Secretariat,  
SRCUs  
Parties  
Non-Party Range 
States  
Scientific 
Committee, 
Partners,  

¶ Undertaking the revision of the Regional 
Conservation Plan for cetacean in Black Sea, in 
collaboration with the BSC, taking into 
consideration the IWC Conservation 
Management Plan.   

2 лллϵ     

Develop/ revise/ implement relevant Conservation 
Management Plans for cetacean species 

Main 

Scientific 
Committee  
Secretariat,  
Parties  
Non-Party Range 
States, 
Partners,  
SRCUs 

¶ Organizing ACCOBAMS-IWC-IUCN  Experts 
Workshop(s) to develop/ revise/ conservation 
Management Plans for cetacean species, taking 
into account all national conservation plans  
combined with the joint ACCOBAMS-IWC-IUCN 
experts workshop(s)  for IUCN threat status 
assessment 

¶ Supporting the implementation of relevant 
actions of the approved Conservation 
Management Plans for cetacean species with 
emphasize of coordination actions and 
organization with stakeholders workshop 

35 000ϵ     

Facilitate the Development/ revision/ implementation 
of National Action Plans for cetaceans  

High 

Parties  
Non-Party Range 
States, 
Secretariat,  
SRCUs  

¶ Supporting the revision / development of 
National Action Plans for cetaceans in 
collaboration with SRCUs and national 
authorities  

10 лллϵ κ b!t     
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CA 1 d Functional stranding networks and responses to emergency situation 

 

Expected outcomes  Official National Stranding networks are established and operating 
 

Information on stranding events regularly exchanged among national networks 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scientific 
Committee,  
Partners 

Proposed Action(s) Priority 
Action lead by and 
in cooperation with 

Means of implementation ¢ƻǘŀƭ .ǳŘƎŜǘ όϵύ 
CǳƴŘǎ ǎŜŎǳǊŜŘ όϵύ Required 

additional VC/EF  
όϵύ 

OC VC EF 

Set up /Reinforce official national stranding networks 
(with all national institutions concerned) and 
encourage collaborations among national networks 

Main 

Parties, 
Scientific 
Committee,  
Secretariat,  
Non-Party Range 
States, 
Partners,  
SRCUs 

¶ Preparing a study on legal/institutional status 
of National stranding networks in order to 
assist experts in the establishment of official 
national stranding network when relevant 

¶ Organizing trainings on necropsies, live 
strandings and response to emergency 
situation in the ACCOBAMS area, and on the 
use of relevant databases (CB) 

¶ [Revising existing Guidelines / Best practices - 
causes of death including marine litters] 

¶ Entering relevant national data into relevant 
databases, such as MEDACES 

¶ Promoting the use of a database of 
experts/stranding authorities 

¶ Encouraging the creation of a permanent 
expert panel on strandings to assist on 
emergencies and unusual mortality 

36 лллϵ     



FOURTH MEETING OF THE EXTENDED BUREAU                                                                                        ACCOBAMS-BUEXT4/2019/Doc 11 
Monaco, 18-19 April 2019 
  

 

71 

CA2 REDUCE HUMAN PRESSURES ON CETACEANS, IN PARTICULARLY THOSE RELATED TO BYCATCH, HABITAT LOSS AND DEGRADATION (POLLUTION 

 

CA 2 a Interactions with fisheries / aquaculture 

 

Expected outcomes  LƳǇŀŎǘǎ ƻŦ ŎŜǘŀŎŜŀƴǎΩ ōȅŎŀǘŎƘ ŀƴŘ Řepredation are assessed and reduced 
 

Regional bycatch strategy is developed 
 
Ecotourism activities (whale watching and pescatourism) are proposed as an alternative income source to fishermen impacted by depredation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Proposed Action(s) Priority 
Action lead by and 
in cooperation with 

Means of implementation ¢ƻǘŀƭ .ǳŘƎŜǘ όϵύ 
CǳƴŘǎ ǎŜŎǳǊŜŘ όϵύ Required 

additional VC/EF  
όϵύ 

OC VC ET 

Assess / Monitor the impacts of interactions with 
fisheries/ aquaculture (bycatch, depredation and prey 
depletion) and propose alternative best practices 
measures and / or technics 

Main 

Parties  
Scientific 
Committee, 
through the JBWG  
Secretariat,  
Non-Party Range 
States, 
Partners,  
SRCUs 

¶ Replicating projects on interactions with fisheries 

¶ Implementing on-board observers programme 
and port questionnaires, and testing mitigation 
measures in the countries supported by the 
MAVA funded projects 

¶ Assessing /updating the extent of interactions 
with fisheries/ aquaculture in other countries, 
including through the use of stranding data 

¶ Collaborating with relevant entities, in particular 
with GFCM and IWC BMI 

205 лллϵ   150 ллл ϵ  

5ŜǾŜƭƻǇ ŀ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ƻƴ ŎŜǘŀŎŜŀƴǎΩ ōȅŎŀǘŎƘ ŀƴŘ 
depredation 

High 

Scientific 
Committee, 
through the JBWG  
Parties  
Secretariat,  
Non-Party Range 
States, 
Partners,  
SRCUs 

¶ Preparing a regional strategy document on 
ŎŜǘŀŎŜŀƴǎΩ ōȅŎŀǘŎƘ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǇǊŜŘŀǘƛƻƴ  

¶ Collaborating with relevant entities, in particular 
with GFCM and IWC BMI 

5 ллл ϵ    5 ллл ϵ  

Provide support to Parties to promote the 
development of ecotourism activities as an alternative 
income to fishermen  

High 

Scientific 
Committee, 
[through the 
WWWG]  
Parties 
Secretariat,  
Non-Party Range 
States, 
Partners,  
SRCUs 

¶ Developing a Guidance policy document for the 
development of sustainable ecotourism and 
whale watching activities 

¶ Supporting the identification of areas for the 
development of ecotourism activities as an 
alternative income to fishermen 

5 ллл ϵ    5 ллл ϵ  
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CA 2 b Anthropogenic underwater noise 

 

Expected outcomes  Main anthropogenic activities generating underwater noise are monitored in the ACCOBAMS Area 
 

Mitigation measures for anthropogenic activities generating underwater noise are used 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CA 2 c Ship strikes 

 

Expected outcomes  Occurrence of ship strikes in high risk areas is reduced 

Proposed Action(s) Priority 
Action lead by and 
in cooperation with 

Means of implementation ¢ƻǘŀƭ .ǳŘƎŜǘ όϵύ 
CǳƴŘǎ ǎŜŎǳǊŜŘ όϵύ Required 

additional VC/EF  
όϵύ 

OC VC ET 

Encourage the monitoring of anthropogenic activities 
generating underwater noise 

Main 

Scientific 
Committee 
including through 
the JNWG  
Secretariat,  
Parties  
Non-Party Range 
States, 
Partners,  
SRCUs 

¶ Organizing trainings for national entities on noise 
monitoring (CB), including analyses of PAM 
collected data in some identified priority areas 

¶ Taking into consideration work achieved and 
advices provided by the JNWG 

¶ Revising/completing impulsive noise hotspots 
maps of the ACCOBAMS area 

¶ Managing the regional noise register  

¶ Revising and updating the ACCOBAMS Guidelines 
on underwater noise 

¶ Developing cooperation on underwater noise 
issue with other international Organizations 

84 лллϵ   8 000  

Encourage the use of mitigation measures for 
anthropogenic activities generating underwater noise 

Main 

Scientific 
Committee 
including through 
the JNWG  
Secretariat,  
Parties  
Non-Party Range 
States, 
Partners,  
SRCUs 

¶ Promoting the ACCOBAMS Highly qualified 
aahκt!a ƻǇŜǊŀǘƻǊǎΩ ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜ 

¶ Granting the status of ACCOBAMS HQMMO 
Partners to entities for the implementation of the 
Highly qualified MMO/t!a ƻǇŜǊŀǘƻǊǎΩ ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜ 

¶ wŜǾƛǎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǳǇŘŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ !//h.!a{ άDǳƛŘŜ ŦƻǊ 
Parties to use mitigation measurŜǎ ά 

¶ Developing cooperation on underwater noise 
issues with other International Organizations  

18 лллϵ     

Proposed Action(s) Priority 
Action lead by and 
in cooperation with 

Means of implementation ¢ƻǘŀƭ .ǳŘƎŜǘ όϵύ 
CǳƴŘǎ ǎŜŎǳǊŜŘ όϵύ Required 

additional VC/EF  
όϵύ 

OC VC ET 

Monitor / assess high-risk areas for ship strikes (CCH) 
in the Mediterranean Sea 

High 

Scientific 
Committee  
Secretariat,  
Parties, 
Non-Party Range 
States, 
Partners,  
SRCUs  

¶ Encouraging the entry of ship strikes data in 
relevant databases 

¶ Developing a protocol for investigating and 
documenting ship strikes injuries and mortalities 

¶ Identifying high risk areas for ship strikes (CCH) 

¶ Developing cooperation on ships strike issue with 
other International Organizations, such IWC, 
EMSA (EU) / REMPEC / IMO and contributing in 
any other relevant initiatives, projects and 
workshops in the ACCOBAMS Area 

24 лллϵ     

Promote the use of mitigation measures 

High 

Secretariat,  
Scientific 
Committee  
Parties, 
Non-Party Range 

¶ Following up on mitigation measures 
implemented 

¶ Promoting the use of relevant mitigation 
tools/measures (CB) 

¶ [ImpƭŜƳŜƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜΧ κ ƎǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎΧϐ 

6 лллϵ     
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CA 2 d Cetacean watching 

 

Expected outcomes  Cetacean watching activities are properly conducted in the ACCOBAMS Area 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

States, 
Partners,  
SRCUs 

Proposed Action(s) Priority 
Action lead by and 
in cooperation with 

Means of implementation ¢ƻǘŀƭ .ǳŘƎŜǘ όϵύ 
CǳƴŘǎ ǎŜŎǳǊŜŘ όϵύ Required 

additional VC/EF  
όϵύ 

OC VC ET 

Maximize the chance of detecting potential adverse 
impacts of whale watching activities on individual 
cetaceans and on populations 

High 

Scientific 
Committee through 
the WWWG 
Secretariat,  
Parties  
Non-Party Range 
States, 
Partners,  
SRCUs 
 
 

¶ Gathering information on cetacean watching  
activities and identifying potential issues in order 
to identify the hotspots of WW activities in the 
ACCOBAMS area  

¶ Testing the proposed common procedure (data 
collection system) for whale watching vessels in 
pilot areas and a variety of operation types (e.g. 
the Liguro-Provençal Basin, Gibraltar Strait, and 
south Portugal), in collaboration with relevant 
projects such as EcoStrim 

¶ Revising the Guidelines for commercial cetacean-
watching in the ACCOBAMS Area (in accordance, 
if relevant, with the guidance document to be 
prepared on the development of ecotourism 
activities as an alternative income to fishermen) 

¶ Working in close cooperation with IWC and other 
relevant International Organizations 

26 лллϵ     

Support the implementation of the HQWW certificate 
in the ACCOBAMS area 

High 

Parties  
Partners  
Secretariat,  
Non-Party Range 
States, 
Scientific 
Committee  
SRCUs 

¶ Promoting the implementation of the HQWW 
certificate by Parties and in areas -based 
management measures in collaboration with 
relevant projects such as EcoStrim 

¶ Organizing Trainings on HQWW (CB Parties) 

¶ Liaising with relevant tourism Organisations 

6 ллл ϵ      
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CA 2 e Marine debris 

 

Expected outcomes  The monitoring of marine litter in relation with cetaceans is improved 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CA 2 f Chemical & biological pollution 

 

Expected outcomes  ACCOBAMS collaborates on this issue with relevant organizations 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Proposed Action(s) Priority 
Action lead by and 
in cooperation with 

Means of implementation ¢ƻǘŀƭ .ǳŘƎŜǘ όϵύ 
CǳƴŘǎ ǎŜŎǳǊŜŘ όϵύ Required 

additional VC/EF  
όϵύ 

OC VC ET 

Monitor the impacts of marine litter (ingested marine 
litter / microplastics / entanglements in ghost nets) on 
cetaceans 

High 

Scientific 
Committee  
Secretariat,  
Parties  
Non-Party Range 
States, 
Partners,  
SRCUs 

¶ Promoting/ supporting/ liaising with projects, 
research activities in order to evaluate and assess 
impact of microplastic on cetaceans 

¶ Supporting pilot actions to implement the 
standardized necropsy protocol including the 
assessment of ingested marine litter and 
entanglement in ghost nets 

¶ Identifying potential hotspot areas for cetacean 
entanglement and ingestion of marine litter, 
including through the assessment of 
entanglements/ingested marine litters during 
necropsies  

¶ Contributing to the implementation of marine 
litters regional action plans for Mediterranean 
Sea & Black Sea including through the 
assessment of entanglements/ingested marine 
litters during necropsies 

¶ Encouraging the report in stranding databases of 
marine litters data collected during necropsies 

¶  Collaborating with relevant Organizations 
(MEDPOL) and projects, in particular 
Medsealitter, Plastic buster, Healthy Sea and 
Black Sea projects 

50 лллϵ     

Proposed Action(s) Priority 
Action lead by and 
in cooperation with 

Means of implementation ¢ƻǘŀƭ .ǳŘƎŜǘ όϵύ 
CǳƴŘǎ ǎŜŎǳǊŜŘ όϵύ Required 

additional VC/EF  
όϵύ 

OC VC ET 

Liaise with relevant other organizations, such as IWC, 
to assess the impact of chemical & biological pollution 
(such as pathogens, invasive species) on cetaceans 

Medium 

Scientific 
Committee  
Secretariat,  
Parties  
Non-Party Range 
States, 
Partners,  
SRCUs 

¶ Developing a bibliographic review on the impact 
of chemical pollution on cetaceans  

¶ Developing Guidelines on the best practices to 
assess the impact of chemical pollution on 
cetaceans with a focus on emerging 
contaminants  

¶ Developing specific collaboration 

¶ Participating in Meetings and Side events 

5 ллл ϵ     
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CA 2 g Climate change 

 

Expected outcomes  ACCOBAMS cooperates with regional initiatives on climate change, taking into account cetacean conservation 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CA 2 h Captivity related issues 

 

Expected outcomes  All specimens held in captivity in the ACCOBAMS area are listed  
 
The identification of origin of Tursiops truncatus ponticus bred or kept in captivity is done 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Proposed Action(s) Priority 
Action lead by and 
in cooperation with 

Means of implementation ¢ƻǘŀƭ .ǳŘƎŜǘ όϵύ 
CǳƴŘǎ ǎŜŎǳǊŜŘ όϵύ Required 

additional VC/EF  
όϵύ 

OC VC ET 

Contribute to regional initiatives on climate change Medium Scientific 
Committee 
Secretariat, 
Parties 
Non-Party Range 
States, 
Partners, 
SRCUs 

¶ Liaising with relevant CMS Working Group 

¶ Participating in Meetings and side events 

2 лллϵ     

Proposed Action(s) Priority 
Action lead by and 
in cooperation with 

Means of implementation ¢ƻǘŀƭ .ǳŘƎŜǘ όϵύ 
CǳƴŘǎ ǎŜŎǳǊŜŘ όϵύ Required 

additional VC/EF  
όϵύ 

OC VC ET 

Identify specimens held in captivity in the ACCOBAMS 
area, including the case of reintroduction in 
accordance with the provision of the Resolution 3.20 

High 

Scientific 
Committee   
Parties  
Non-Party Range 
States, 
Secretariat 
Partners,  
SRCUs 

¶ Updating and completing the overview of 
specimens held in captivity in the ACCOBAMS 
area, including the case of reintroduction in 
accordance with the provision of the Resolution 
3.20 

¶ Evaluating the situation of semi-captivity in 
ACCOBAMS area and providing Guidelines or 
reference document 

10 лллϵ     

Identify origin of cetaceans bred or kept in captivity 
/Genetic passport for dolphins in captivity / in order to 
support the implementation of the CITES decisions 
17.299 to 17.301 on bottlenose dolphin (Tursiops 
truncatus ponticus) 

Medium 

Secretariat 
Scientific 
Committee   
Parties  
Non-Party Range 
States, 
Partners,  
SRCUs 

¶ [developing protocol or methodology for such 
cases to be followed by relevant authorities] 

¶ [supporting the development of a genetic 
registry for Black Sea bottlenose dolphins by 
CITES] 

10 лллϵ      
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CA3 ENHANCE EFFECTIVE CONSERVATION OF CETACEANS CRITICAL HABITATS 

 

CA 3 a Area-based measures for cetacean conservation 

 

Expected outcomes  Cetacean Critical Habitats are updated  
 
Implementation of relevant measures are initiated in some pilot Cetacean Critical Habitats 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Proposed Action(s) Priority 
Action lead by and 
in cooperation with 

Means of implementation ¢ƻǘŀƭ .ǳŘƎŜǘ όϵύ 
CǳƴŘǎ ǎŜŎǳǊŜŘ όϵύ Required 

additional VC/EF  
όϵύ 

OC VC ET 

Regularly update Cetacean Critical Habitats (CCH) 
including by identify in priority areas for action to 
ƳƛǘƛƎŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƪƴƻǿƴ ǘƘǊŜŀǘǎ όōȅŎŀǘŎƘΧύ κ area-based 
management measures 

Main 

Scientific 
Committee,  
Secretariat,  
Parties,  
Partners,  
Non-Party Range 
States, 
SRCUs 

¶ Gathering data, in particular through the 
organization of regional workshops to update 
CCH, taking into account the IMMAs and EBSAs 
process 

36 лллϵ     

Support implementation of relevant measures for 
adequate management in CCH 

Main Scientific 
Committee,  
Secretariat,  
Parties,  
Non-Party Range 
States, 
Partners,  
SRCUs 

¶ Identifying and promoting relevant management 
measures in pilot CCH, in collaboration with all 
stakeholders (CB) 

¶ Collaborating with other Organizations, such as 
UNEP-MAP/RAC-SPA, BSC, IMO, IWC, and GFCM, 
and in particular through the Strategical alliance 

26 лллϵ     
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CA4 ENHANCE PUBLIC AWARENESS ABOUT CETACEANS 

 

CA 4 a Information /Communication / Awareness about cetaceans 

 

Expected outcomes  All ACCOBAMS Bodies, national focal/contact points, Partners and other relevant national institutions, Organizations and experts are familiar with activities implemented by or relevant for 
ACCOBAMS and share accurately information 
 
General public and other relevant stakeholders are aware about cetaceans and need for their conservation through activities supported by or linked to ACCOBAMS 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Proposed Action(s) Priority 
Action lead by and 
in cooperation with 

Means of implementation ¢ƻǘŀƭ .ǳŘƎŜǘ όϵύ 
CǳƴŘǎ ǎŜŎǳǊŜŘ όϵύ Required 

additional VC/EF  
όϵύ 

OC VC ET 

Maintain regular information/ communication about 
ongoing activities, cooperation and funding 
possibilities, cetacean conservation scientists and 
experts operating in the region and other relevant 
information; facilitate communication among 
cetacean conservation actors of the ACCOBAMS area, 
in particular in Southern Mediterranean countries  

Main 

Secretariat,  
Scientific 
Committee, 
Partners,  
SRCUs,  
Parties,  
Non-Party Range 
States  

¶ Developing an information/ communication 
strategy  

10 лллϵ     

¶ Organizing a Conference on cetacean 
conservation in South Mediterranean Countries - 
CSMC (CB) 

40 лллϵ     

¶ Reviewing the current citizen sciences initiatives 
in the ACCOBAMS area and produce basic 
guidelines on the use and how to gather 
information 

¶ 9ǾŀƭǳŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ά/ƛǘƛȊŜƴ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜέ 
ƛƴǇǳǘ ƻŦ ŎŜǘŀŎŜŀƴǎΩ ǎƛƎƘǘƛƴƎǎ ƛƴ ŜȄǇŜǊǘ-
supervised data 

¶ Organizing Public awareness events  

¶ Developing Information material and tools 

¶ Promoting cetacean conservation actions during 
national and international events  

¶ Producing annual newsletter (FINS)  

¶ Promoting the use of the ACCOBAMS certificate 
ƻƴ άIƛƎƘ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ǿƘŀƭŜ ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎέ ōȅ tŀǊǘƛŜǎ 

¶ Posting on ACCOBAMS Website and social media 

¶ Posting on NETCCOBAMS 

рл слл ϵ     

Introduce in new Country / Disseminate the 
ACCOBAMS Teaching Module courses 

High  

¶ Introducing the Teaching Module in a new 
country and supporting its dissemination where 
the module has already been introduced (CB) 

¶ Collaborating in relevant projects such as the 
realization of the Master of first level in " 
Conservation Medicine of Aquatic Animals" and 
ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ άIǳƳŀƴ hŎŜŀƴǎ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ 9ȄǇŜǊǘǎέ 
(HOPE) 

15 лллϵκ/ƻǳƴǘǊȅ     

Enhance public ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŎŜǘŀŎŜŀƴΩǎ 
conservation in the ACCOBAMS area 

Main 

Secretariat,  
Parties  
SRCUs  
Non-Party Range 
States  
Scientific 
Committee, 
Partners  
 

¶ Implementing the ACCOBAMS Cetacean Day 

¶ Delivering a Partner Award 

¶ Producing Press releases 

¶ Posting on social media 

6 лллϵ     



FOURTH MEETING OF THE EXTENDED BUREAU                                                                            ACCOBAMS-BUEXT4/2019/Doc 

10_7.7 
Monaco, 18-19 April 2019  
 

78 

 
DRAFT RESOLUTION 7.7 - RECRUITMENT PROCEDURE FOR THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

 

 

The Meeting of the Parties to the Agreement on the Conservation of Cetaceans of the Black Sea, Mediterranean Sea 

and Contiguous Atlantic Area: 

 

 

Recalling Article IV of the ACCOBAMS, setting the functions of the Agreement Secretariat, 

 

Aware that under Resolution 1.2, the Meeting of the Parties accepted the offer of the Government of the Principality 
of Monaco to host the ACCOBAMS Permanent Secretariat and agreed with its terms of reference, as annexed to the 
said Resolution, 
 
Recalling Resolution 6.2 amending the Headquarters Agreement with the Host Country which defines inter alia, the 
financial arrangements for the Executive Secretary position expenses, 
 
Recalling Resolution 6.3, entrusting the Bureau, in consultation with the Host Country, to address the question of the 
recruitment procedure for the Executive Secretary as a matter of priority, 
 
 
1. Adopts the recruitment procedure for the Executive Secretary, as in Annex 1, and the selection criteria as in 

Annex 2, of the present Resolution; 
 
2. Charges the Executive Secretary for its implementation in consultation with the President of the Bureau and the 

Host Country; 

3. Entrusts the Bureau to make any amendments to Annex 2 that it deems appropriate. 
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ANNEX 1 

RECRUITMENT PROCEDURE FOR THE ACCOBAMS EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

 

When the position of ACCOBAMS Executive Secretary is or becomes vacant, the following recruitment procedure 
shall be used:  
 
1. The Bureau initiates, in the shortest period of time, a recruitment procedure according to the modalities below 

and designates, if necessary and in coordination with the Host Country, an Executive Secretary ad interim until 

the recruitment procedure is completed. Furthermore, the Bureau ensures that the funds required for this 

procedure are available from the ACCOBAMS Trust Fund. If, the ad interim or current Executive Secretary is a 

candidate, she/he shall not be involved in the recruitment procedure; 

2. The Bureau, to which a representative of the Host Country is added (if not already member), acts as 

Recruitment Committee, with the assistance of the Permanent Secretariat, using the Rules of Procedure for the 

Bureau as set by Resolution 5.7 and amended by Resolution 6.4;  

3. Upon request by the President of the Bureau, the Permanent Secretariat publishes in the ACCOBAMS website, a 

vacancy notice in English and French, including deadline for application, based on the selection criteria 

presented in Annex 2 and notifies all National Focal Points, all ACCOBAMS Partners and the relevant 

Conventions as well (CMS, CBD, Barcelona Convention, IWC, etc.) for publication in their institutional web site 

and in the media considered appropriate;  

4. After the deadline set in the vacancy notice, all curriculum vitae, references and other documents presented by 

the candidates are compiled by the Permanent Secretariat to assist the Recruitment Committee in the 

preparation of an analytical table of applications, based on, but not necessarily limited to and without priority 

order, the selection criteria presented in Annex 2 of the present Resolution and on the description of the duties 

and responsibilities contained in Article IV of the ACCOBAMS;  

5. On the basis of the scores of the analytical table, the Recruitment Committee prepares a list of maximum four 

candidates; 

6.  The Recruitment Committee decides a date and a place considered as the most convenient and cost effective 

to meet and invites the four candidates for an interview face to face;  

7. The Recruitment Committee proceeds with the interviews and ranks the four candidates;  

8. The employment process is finalized in compliance with the law in force in the Principality of Monaco, 

regulating, among others, the conditions of hiring and dismissal; the President of the Bureau signs the 

declaration of employment of the candidate retained; 

9. The name of the candidate retained, as well as the date of entry on duty, are notified to the Parties by the 

President of the Bureau;  

10. The Executive Secretary is recruited for a period of six (6) years, including the first year on probation. Before the 

end of the first year, the Bureau prepares an assessment of the effectiveness of the person concerned, in order 

to issue an advice on the continuation of the mandate. The term of office of six (6) years may be extended for a 

period of three (3) years; 

11. The meeting of the Recruitment Committee is private and its deliberations are considered as confidential. 
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ANNEX 2 

SELECTION CRITERIA FOR THE APPOINTMENT OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

 

In the selection of the Executive Secretary, the Recruitment Committee shall be guided by, but not necessarily 
limited to, the following criteria: 
 
ESSENTIAL CRITERIA 
 
1. Diploma equivalent to Master 2; 
 
2. Fluency in English and French;  
 
3. A minimum of 7 years of professional skills in several of the fields related to the job description; 
 
4. Familiarity with biodiversity conservation issues; 
 
5. Demonstration of an appropriate level of leadership and experience in managing staff and financial resources 

and in organising high-level meetings;  
 
6. Experience or detailed knowledge of the operations of environmental Intergovernmental Organisations;  
 
7. Excellent interpersonal, representation and promotional skills, especially within a multicultural/multilingual 

environment. 
 
 
 
DESIRABLE CRITERIA 
 
8. National of an ACCOBAMS Party; 

 
9. Familiarity with marine biodiversity conservation; 

 
10. Knowledge of a third official language of the Agreement. 
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DRAFT RESOLUTION 7.8 - FUNCTIONAL STRUCTURE AND PERSONNEL 

OF THE ACCOBAMS PERMANENT SECRETARIAT  
 

 
The Meeting of the Parties to the Agreement on the Conservation of Cetaceans of the Black Sea, Mediterranean Sea 
and Contiguous Atlantic Area: 
 
 
Considering that, under Resolution 1.2, the Meeting of the Parties accepted the offer of the Government of the 
Principality of Monaco to host the Permanent Secretariat and agreed with the terms of reference, as annexed to the 
said Resolution, 
 
Recalling Resolution 5.6, requesting the Permanent Secretariat to submit for adoption to the Sixth Meeting of the 
Parties the proposal of the Staff Regulations together with the recommendations of the Bureau, 
 
Recalling Resolution 6.2, amending the Headquarter Agreement with the Host Country, 
 
Conscious that there is a need to formally establish a functional structure for the Permanent Secretariat and its 
personnel, 
 
Recalling Resolution 6.3, requesting the Executive Secretary on the basis of a functional assessment of the 
ACCOBAMS Permanent Secretariat, and in consultation with the Host Country and the Bureau, to develop a proposal 
on the structure of the Permanent Secretariat of ACCOBAMS and a mechanism to implement the proposal to be 
submitted to the Seventh Meeting of the Parties, 
 
Having entrusted the Permanent Secretariat to hire a specialized consultant to carry out a functional assessment of 
the personnel needs of the ACCOBAMS Permanent Secretariat and the associated costs, 
 
Taking note of the recommendations listed in the report of the functional assessment of the ACCOBAMS Permanent 
Secretariat, 
 
 
1. Adopts the Functional Structure and Personnel of the ACCOBAMS Permanent Secretariat, as in Annex 1 of the 

present Resolution; 

 
2. Charges the Executive Secretary, without prejudice to any acquired rights, to implement the present Functional 

Structure; 

 
3. Decides that the present Resolution replaces Resolutions 5.6 and 6.3. 
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ANNEX 1 
FUNCTIONAL STRUCTURE AND PERSONNEL OF THE PERMANENT SECRETARIAT OF  

THE AGREEMENT ON THE CONSERVATION OF CETACEANS OF THE BLACK SEA, MEDITERRANEAN SEA  
AND CONTIGUOUS ATLANTIC AREA (ACCOBAMS)  

 

PREAMBLE  

 
At their First Meeting in 2002, Parties to the ACCOBAMS adopted Resolution 1.2 creating a Permanent 

Secretariat whose functions are defined in Article IV of the Agreement. 

 

A Headquarters Agreement, signed between the Government of the Principality of Monaco and the 

ACCOBAMS Permanent Secretariat on the 11th November 2010 and adopted by Parties at their 4th Meeting 

under Resolution 4.2, provided the Permanent Secretariat with a legal personality, allowing to act as an 

employer as per the Monegasque legislation. An Amendment to the Headquarters Agreement was adopted 

by Parties in November 2016 at their 6th Meeting, through Resolution 6.2. 

 
1- DEFINITION OF THE POSITIONS AT THE ACCOBAMS PERMANENT SECRETARIAT  

At the Permanent Secretariat, the positions include those supported by the Host Country under the 
Headquarters Agreement, as well as positions funded through the Agreement Trust Fund or through 
specific projects, and those seconded by Parties, as follows:  
 

1.1 Positions under the Headquarters Agreement 

These positions, core of the Permanent Secretariat, include those listed in the amended Headquarters 

Agreement and financially supported by the Host Country, namely: 

V Executive Secretary  

V Assistant to the Executive Secretary 

 
1.2 Positions under the Agreement Trust Fund 

These positions ensure the remaining scientific, technical and administrative functions.  
 

1.3 Positions funded under specific projects and/or seconded by Parties 

These positions ensure specific scientific, technical or administrative functions. They are supported by 

external funds or by Parties and their duration is limited to the extent of the specific project / activity. 

 

2- RULES GOVERNING THE PERMANENT SECRETARIAT PERSONNEL 

The Permanent Secretariat of ACCOBAMS is registered with the Monegasque Employment Service as an 

employer. Its employees are subject to the laws in force that regulate the conditions of hiring and dismissal 

in the Principality of Monaco (Law No. 629 of July 1957) and sets, in particular, the following points: 

V Weekly working time; 

V Duration of annual leave; 

V Official public holidays observed being the legal holidays envisaged in the Principality of Monaco by 

the Law No. 798 of 18 February, 1966. 
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In addition, a General Operating Manual, to be signed by the personnel upon entry on duty, guides the 

daily administrative functioning of the Permanent Secretariat. 

 

3- FUNCTIONAL ORGANISATIONAL STRUCTURE OF THE PERMANENT SECRETARIAT 

The functional organizational structure of the Permanent Secretariat is the following: 

V Executive Secretary, in charge of leading and managing the Permanent Secretariat; 

 

V Assistant to the Executive Secretary, providing general office assistance to the Executive Secretary; 

general communication / information assistance; logistical, operational and administrative support 

for institutional meetings, including travel arrangements and translation of documents;  

 

V Programme / Project Officer (1), implementing the Programme of Work on assigned topics; 

managing specific projects and preparing documents for institutional meetings and conferences;  

 

V Programme / Project Officer (2), implementing the Programme of Work on assigned topics; 

managing specific projects and preparing documents for institutional meetings and conferences; 

 

V Accounting and Programme Assistant performing the accounting of the ACCOBAMS Funds and 

providing administrative support related to human resources and to programme/project 

implementation, including workshops and meetings; 

 

V Staff recruited on a fix-term basis, according to the duration of a specific project / activity or 

provided through secondment by a Contracting Party to support Work Programme implementation. 

 

The Executive Secretary is the supervisor of all the personnel of the Permanent Secretariat and all of them 

report to her/him. However, the Executive Secretary may request personnel of the Permanent Secretariat 

to oversee the work of a staff recruited, on a fix-term basis, for a specific project / activity.  

 

The functional organizational chart of the ACCOBAMS Permanent Secretariat is as follows: 
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4- SALARIES AND OTHER REMUNERATIONS 

 

The Monegasque legislation stipulates that the classification of employees in the various occupational 

categories is determined by the employer or his representative, under the supervision of the labor 

inspector7.  

 

Salaries and other remuneration shall be paid in Euros. The minimum amount of wages is fixed by 

Ministerial Decree8. 

 

V The salary for the Executive Secretary position is provided by the Host Country through its 

Allowance for the functioning of the Permanent Secretariat.  A ceiling amount is set as per the 

provisions of the Headquarters Agreement which specify the equivalent grade in the Monegasque 

civil services and the corresponding salary scale (Resolution 6.2 Appendix 1, para. 4, b). The 

ACCOBAMS Permanent Secretariat salary scales for this position is identified as A5. Step 3 of the A5 

salary scale corresponds to the ceiling amount. In addition, a Housing Allowance is provided from 

the Trust Fund. 

 

V The salary for the Programme / Project Officer positions is supported by the Trust Fund. Salary 

scales of the ACCOBAMS Permanent Secretariat for these positions, inspired by those used by the 

Monegasque Civil Services for A category employees, are identified as starting from A1, then A2 

and then A3.  

In addition, two apartments are provided to ACCOBAMS by the Principality of Monaco according to 

the provisions of the Headquarters Agreement. They are allocated to these positions according to 

the income and taking into account the family quotient. 

 

V The salary for the position of Assistant to the Executive Secretary is supported by the Host Country 

allowance for the functioning of the Permanent Secretariat. A ceiling amount is set as per the 

provisions of the Headquarters Agreement which specifies the equivalent grade and the 

corresponding salary scales (Resolution 6.2, Appendix 1, para. 5). The salary scales of the 

ACCOBAMS Permanent Secretariat for this position, inspired by those used by the Monegasque 

Civil Services for B category employees, are identified as starting from B1, then B2 and then B3.  

 

V The salary for the Accounting and Programme Assistant position is supported by the Trust Fund, as 

well as by the specific projects for which additional accounting time is required.  The salary scales 

of the ACCOBAMS Permanent Secretariat for this position, inspired by those used by the 

Monegasque Civil Services for B category employees, are identified as starting from B2 and 

continuing with B3. 

 

V The salary of the personnel recruited over the life of a particular project/activity, with limited 

duration, is supported by this project/activity. 

 

                                                           
7 Article 11. 1 of Law n. 739 ς March 1963 regarding the salary.  
8 Article 11: of Law n° 1.068 of December 1983: Except as otherwise provided by law, the minimum amounts of salaries, bonuses, 
allowances of any kind and supplements other than those provided for by the legislative provisions relating to hours of work may 
not be lower than those fixed by ministerial decree. Subject to the provisions of the following paragraph, they shall be at least 
equal to those prescribed under regulations or collective agreements, for identical working conditions, in the same occupations, 
businesses or industries of the neighbouring economic region. 



FOURTH MEETING OF THE EXTENDED BUREAU                                                                            ACCOBAMS-BUEXT4/2019/Doc 11 
Monaco, 18-19 April 2019 
  

 

85 

The level appointment grade level, for positions other than the Executive Secretary, shall be determined by 

the Executive Secretary. The salaries of new staff members shall normally begin at Step 1 of the level at 

which they are appointed. 

 

The Executive Secretary shall normally be appointed at step 1. However, the Recruitment Committee may 

decide that the appointment be at another step considering the qualification and number of years of 

experience of the candidate. 

   

According to the Monegasque Civil Services practices, staff members shall normally receive a step increase 

each 3 years, subject to satisfactory performance of their duties. This performance shall be assessed 

annually in January. A special reduction of elapsed time required among two steps, to 2 years or 1 year, 

could be granted upon proposal by the Executive Secretary for the personnel and by the Bureau for the 

Executive Secretary. Step increase shall cease once the staff member has reached the highest step of the 

highest-grade level of the position in which he/she serves.   

 

Salary scales being inspired by those used by the Monegasque civil services; the figures may be revised at 

ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘ ǘǊƛŜƴƴƛǳƳ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ Ŏƻǎǘ ƻŦ ƭƛǾƛƴƎΩǎ ŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴΦ 

 

5- RECRUITMENT PROCEDURES FOR THE PERSONNEL OF THE PERMANENT SECRETARIAT  

 

5.1 Executive Secretary 

The Executive Secretary is recruited according to the provisions of Resolution [7.XX Procedure for the 

Recruitment of the Executive Secretary.] 

 

5.2 Personnel other than the Executive Secretary 

Personnel working in the Permanent Secretariat is recruited by the ACCOBAMS Permanent Secretariat, 

namely by the Executive Secretary, acting as employer, in accordance with the Monegasque law (including 

Law No. 629 of July 1957 on the conditions of hiring and dismissing in the Principality of Monaco).9  

 

Recruitment is carried out according to the qualifications required and according to the laws in force in 

Monaco. It is undertaken on the basis of a job offer submitted to the Employment Service of the Principality 

of Monaco and can be effective, for a foreign national, only after obtaining a work permit10. 

 

The personnel is recruited for indefinite periods. The Executive Secretary may also recruit employees for 

specific needs and for a fixed term. 

 

Personnel can also be seconded by Parties to support the implementation of the Programme of Work. 

 

                                                           
9 Article 5 of Law No. 1.091 of 26 December 1985; 
For job candidates who have the qualification required for the post, and in the absence of candidates of Monegasque nationality, 
the authorization provided for in the preceding article (hiring or rehiring) shall be issued in the following order of priorities: 
1) foreigners married to Monegasques who have kept the Monegasque nationality and are not legally separated, and non-
Monegasques who have a Monegasque parent; 
2) foreigners who are domiciled in Monaco and have already been in employment there; 
3) foreigners who are domiciled in neighbouring communes and are authorized to work there. 
10 Article 1: (Modified by Law No. 1.429 of 4 July, 2016) No foreigner may be employed in the private sector in Monaco unless that 
person has a work permit. He may not be employed in a trade or profession other than that stated on the permit. The work permit 
application mentions, where applicable, the exercise of a teleworking activity and the places where it is performed. 



FOURTH MEETING OF THE EXTENDED BUREAU                                                                            ACCOBAMS-BUEXT4/2019/Doc 11 
Monaco, 18-19 April 2019 
  

 

86 

6- SEPARATION FROM SERVICE 

 
a. Personnel of the Permanent Secretariat, including the Executive Secretary, may resign at any time in 

accordance with the terms of the laws in force which regulate the conditions of hiring and dismissal in 

the Principality of Monaco (Law No. 629 of July 1957 and Law No. 729 of March 1963). The Executive 

Secretary shall give a six months prior notice. A shorter period shall be approved by the Bureau. 

 
b. The Executive Secretary, or the Bureau in concertation with the Government of the Principality of 

Monaco in the case of the Executive Secretary, may terminate the appointment of staff members upon 

prior written notice (period of notice set under Law No. 729 of March 1963), when this is deemed to 

be for the benefit of the efficient functioning of the Permanent Secretariat, due to the restructuring of 

ǘƘŜ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊƛŀǘΣ ƻǊ ƛŦ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀŦŦ ƳŜƳōŜǊΩǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǎŀǘƛǎŦŀŎǘƻǊȅΦ  

 

c. In the event of resignation of a staff member or decision by the employer of termination of services, 

the corresponding indemnities are established in accordance with the Principality of Monaco Law in 

force (Law N° 845 of June 1968).  
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DRAFT RESOLUTION 7.9 - IMPROVING MONITORING AND ASSESSMENT OF CETACEAN POPULATION  

ABUNDANCE AND DISTRIBUTION IN THE ACCOBAMS AREA  

 

 

The Meeting of the Parties to the Agreement on the Conservation of Cetaceans of the Black Sea, 

Mediterranean Sea and Contiguous Atlantic Area: 

 

Recalling Article II, paragraph 3, of the Agreement and its Annex 2 (Conservation Plan), paragraph 2, 

 

Recalling Resolution 2.11 on the facilitation of scientific research campaigns and programmes, 

 

Recalling Resolution 5.1 on the ACCOBAMS Strategy for the period 2014-2025, in particular its specific 

ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜ .Φм άLƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ŎŜǘŀŎŜŀƴǎέΣ  

 

Recalling wŜǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ сΦмо ƻƴ ά/ƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ŎŜǘŀŎŜŀƴ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

ACCOBAMS Area (Monitoring of cetacean distribution, abundance and A//h.!a{ {ǳǊǾŜȅ LƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜύέΣ 

which has replaced the previous Resolutions 2.19, 3.15 and 5.9,  

 

Taking into consideration Recommendation 12.2 of the 12th ACCOBAMS Scientific Committee Meeting on 

cetacean populations estimates,  

 

Welcoming strongly the realization of the ACCOBAMS Survey Initiative in the Agreement Area and 

commending the Parties, the non-Party Range States, the Permanent Secretariat, the sub-regional Co-

ordination Units, the Scientific Committee, all partner organizations and all persons involved for the 

successful implementation of the survey campaigns in summer 2018 in the Mediterranean Sea and in 

summer 2019 in the Black Sea, 

 

Expressing its gratitude to France, Italy, Monaco, Slovenia, Spain, the MAVA Foundation, the Prince Albert II 

Foundation and the International Fund for Animal Welfare (IFAW) for their voluntary contributions and 

financial support, and to other Parties that have provided in-kind contributions for the ACCOBAMS Survey 

Initiative in the Mediterranean Sea,  

 

Acknowledging the financial support provided by the European Commission for the project CeNoBS 

(Support MSFD implementation in the Black Sea through establishing a regional monitoring system of 

cetaceans (D1) and noise monitoring (D11) for achieving GES) that supports the implementation of the 

ACCOBAMS Survey Initiative in the Black Sea, 

 

Commending in particular the efforts of the Parties that have facilitated the issuance of research permits 

within the Mediterranean and the Black Seas in the context of the ACCOBAMS Survey Initiative, 

 

Thanking also the Regional Activity Centre for Specially Protected Areas (SPA/RAC), the International Union 

for Conservation of Nature - Centre for Mediterranean Cooperation (IUCN-Med), the French Agency for 

Biodiversity (AFB), the Italian Institute for Environmental Protection and Research (ISPRA) and the PELAGIS 

Observatory for their support within the Steering Committee of the ACCOBAMS Survey Initiative, 
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Stressing that initial data analyses of the ACCOBAMS Survey Initiative are presently underway and that the 

results will contribute to the achievements of the ACCOBAMS objectives and can also make a fundamental 

contribution to initiatives outside the ACCOBAMS, such as the United Nations Sustainable Development 

Goal 14 and the Aichi Biodiversity Targets under the framework of the Convention on Biological Diversity, 

 

Stressing the need to explore new and alternative sources of data to assess ŎŜǘŀŎŜŀƴǎΩ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 

abundance, in particular through the use of existing marine monitoring programmes and innovative 

technologies,  

 

I ς Capitalizing on the ACCOBAMS Survey Initiative 

 

1. Stresses that the data collected under the ACCOBAMS Survey Initiative represent an unparalleled 

conservation resource in the Agreement area and thus every effort should be made to ensure that the 

data are used in the most efficient and robust way for conservation purposes; 

 

2.  To achieve this aim, recommends that: 

a) in addition to the already agreed analyses of the cetacean data conducted in the context of 

the ACCOBAMS Survey Initiative, the Parties, the Scientific Committee and the Secretariat 

promote further in-depth analyses, including analyses of data on anthropogenic activities 

(i.e. marine debris and acoustic mapping) and on non-cetacean species, in collaboration 

with other stakeholders, as relevant; 

b) the Scientific Committee develops recommendations based on the results of the analyses 

to facilitate area- and threat-based conservation efforts to contribute to the achievements 

of the ACCOBAMS objectives and of other relevant initiatives; 

c) once the cetacean data are analysed, the Scientific Committee focusses on developing a 

suitable monitoring programme for the ACCOBAMS region to enable trends and potential 

distributional changes to be identified; and 

d) [the Secretariat continues efforts to implement surveys in those areas that did not receive 

either aerial or vessel survey effort in 2018 or 2019];  

 

 

II ς Improving ŎŜǘŀŎŜŀƴǎΩ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀōǳƴŘŀƴŎŜ monitoring efforts in the Agreement Area 

 

3. Recommends that Parties and Range States ensure that any proposed national programmes on the 

study of abundance and distribution of cetaceans are compatible with the ACCOBAMS Survey Initiative 

and the guidelines annexed to Resolution 6.13;  

 

4. Recommends that Parties and Range States coordinate the implementation of their national 

monitoring programmes, in particular by synchronizing their survey campaigns, and consider joint 

survey efforts, whenever possible; 

 

5. Requests the Scientific Committee to develop guidelines / best practices on the implementation of 

multidisciplinary surveys and on the use of platforms of opportunities and innovative technologies to 

collect data to assess cetaceanǎΩ distribution and abundance; 
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6. Encourages the Scientific Committee, in addition to the ongoing efforts to estimate the population size 

of cetaceans in the Agreement area, to explore other direct and/or indirect methods which utilize 

historical time series data from any kind of source that can provide indications of trends in cetaceans 

abundance (such as data collected within the framework of fisheries hydro-acoustic surveys); 

 

7. Asks the Scientific Committee to investigate the opportunity to establish a regional repository for data 

related to cetaceŀƴǎΩ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘion and abundance; 

 

8. Decides that the present Resolution complements Resolution 6.13. 
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DRAFT RESOLUTION 7.10 - INTERACTIONS BETWEEN FISHERIES AND CETACEANS 

 

 

The Meeting of the Parties to the Agreement on the Conservation of Cetaceans of the Black Sea, 

Mediterranean Sea and Contiguous Atlantic Area:  

 

Recalling the provisions of Article II, paragraph 3, of the Agreement, inviting Parties to implement, within 

the limits of their sovereignty and/or jurisdiction and in accordance with their international obligations, 

appropriate measures for the assessment and management of human-cetacean interactions and stressing 

that measures concerning fisheries activities shall be applied in respect of any vessel under their flag or 

registered within their territory, including in all waters under their sovereignty and/or jurisdiction, and 

outside these waters, 

 

Recalling the following Resolutions: 

- Resolution 2.12 on guidelines for the use of acoustic deterrent devices, 

- Resolution 2.13 on pelagic gillnets,  

- Resolution 2.21 on assessment and mitigation of the adverse impacts of interactions between 

cetaceans and fishing activities in the ACCOBAMS area, 

- Resolution A/3.1, amending Annex 2 to the ACCOBAMS, as regards the use of drift nets, 

- Resolution 3.8 strengthening collaboration with the General Fisheries Commission for the 

Mediterranean, 

- Resolution 4.9 on fisheries interactions with cetaceans, 

- Resolution 6.16 on interactions between fisheries and cetaceans, 

 

Taking into consideration Recommendation 12.3 of the 12th ACCOBAMS Scientific Committee Meeting on 

ά/ŜǘŀŎŜŀƴ ƛƴǘŜractions with fisheries: bycatch, depredaǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜȅ ŘŜǇƭŜǘƛƻƴέ, 

 

Fully aware of the complexity of the cetacean-fisheries interaction issue with its negative impacts on 

cetacean populations, as well as its socio-economic implications in some zones of the Agreement Area, in 

particular the situation of severe conflicts generated between fishermen and dolphins due to the damages 

caused to fishing gear,  

 

Recognizing that by-catch poses the main threat to cetaceans in the Black Sea and a significant threat in the 

Mediterranean Sea,  

 

Recalling the commitment of the Contracting Parties to the Barcelona Convention to reduce cetacean-

fisheries interaction through the implementation of Decision IG.22/12 related to the adoption of the 

updated Action Plan for the Conservation of Cetaceans in the Mediterranean Sea, 

 

Conscious of the related work underway under the Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of 

Wild Animals (UNEP/CMS), and recalling related decisions, in particular UNEP/CMS Resolution 12.22 on 

Bycatch, 
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Conscious of the related work underway under the Agreement on the Conservation of Small Cetaceans of 

the Baltic, North East Atlantic, Irish and North Seas (ASCOBANS), and recalling related decisions, in particular 

ASCOBANS Resolution 8.5 on Monitoring and Mitigation of Small Cetacean Bycatch, 

 

Welcoming the establishment of the Joint Bycatch Working Group with ASCOBANS,  

 

Commending the collaboration bounds established between the Secretariats of ACCOBAMS and the 

General Fisheries Commission for the Mediterranean (GFCM), in particular regarding the mitigation of the 

adverse impacts of interactions between cetaceans and fishing activities in the Agreement area, 

 

Noting with appreciation the recommendations adopted by the GFCM on the mitigation of incidental 

catches of cetaceans in the GFCM area (Recommendation GFCM/36/2012/2) and on the establishment of a 

set of minimum standards for bottom-set gillnet fisheries for turbot and conservation of cetaceans in the 

Black Sea (Recommendation GFCM/37/2013/2), as well as the guidelines included in the manual 

άaƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘŀƭ ŎŀǘŎƘ ƻŦ ǾǳƭƴŜǊŀōƭŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aŜŘƛǘŜǊǊŀƴŜŀƴ ŀƴŘ .ƭŀŎƪ {ŜŀΥ aŜǘƘƻŘƻƭƻƎȅ ŦƻǊ 

5ŀǘŀ /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴέΣ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ōȅ DC/a ƛƴ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎΣ  

 

Noting the validation by GFCM of the Data Collection Reference Framework (DCRF), that includes incidental 

catches of vulnerable species, 

 

Noting ǘƘŜ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎ άwŜǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ōȅ-ŎŀǘŎƘ ǊŀǘŜǎ ƻŦ ŎŜǘŀŎŜŀƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aŜŘƛǘŜǊǊŀƴŜŀƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ .ƭŀŎƪ {Ŝŀέ ŀƴŘ 

άaƛǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜǎ Ŧor protected speciŜǎέΣ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘƛs Meeting of the Parties, 

 

Taking into consideration the European Council Regulation (EC) No 812/2004 laying down measures 

concerning incidental catches of cetaceans in fisheries, 

 

Greatly appreciating the financial support provided by the MAVA Foundation for the projects aimed at 

addressing the issues of interactions between fisheries and cetaceans, 

 

1. Reaffirms the commitments of the Parties to protect cetacean species against by-catch; 

 

2. Stresses the need to produce a realistic estimate of cetacean and other megafauna species by-catch for 

different types of legal fishing activities, for illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing and for 

ghost net fishing;  

 

3. Requests Parties to assess the level of cetacean by-catch arising from their fisheries using a 

combination of methodǎΣ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƎǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴǳŀƭ άaƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘŀƭ ŎŀǘŎƘ 

ƻŦ ǾǳƭƴŜǊŀōƭŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aŜŘƛǘŜǊǊŀƴŜŀƴ ŀƴŘ .ƭŀŎƪ {ŜŀΥ aŜǘƘƻŘƻƭƻƎȅ ŦƻǊ 5ŀǘŀ /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴέΣ 

developed by GFCM in collaboration with other partners, such as: 

a) trained observers on board fishing vessels; 
b) fishermen interview surveys; 
c) self-sampling by fishermen; 
d) strandings data collection; 
e) remote electronic monitoring; 

 



FOURTH MEETING OF THE EXTENDED BUREAU                                                                            ACCOBAMS-BUEXT4/2019/Doc 11 
Monaco, 18-19 April 2019 
  

 

92 

4. Further requests Parties that socio-economic studies be conducted on the extent of depredation 

caused by cetaceans, in order to elaborate possible mitigation measures, which may help to prevent 

retaliation actions by fishermen; 

 

5. Recommends that the Parties and non-Party Range States make every effort to support global and 

regional initiatives to investigate the most appropriate measures to mitigate by-catch and depredation 

and implement them, as necessary, in close collaboration with the fishing communities and other 

relevant stakeholders, including through relevant regional instruments; 

 

6. Recommends that assessments be conducted to evaluate the sustainability of fish stocks, while 

securing prey availability for cetacean species, in parallel with the aforementioned actions;   

 

7. Recommends Parties who have fish farms and/or tuna pens in their marine areas, to ensure that the 

operators of such farms/tuna pens avoid feeding dolphins as this may cause an ecological issue; 

 

8. Invites the Permanent Secretariat to provide assistance to Parties in addressing the issue of 

interactions between cetaceans and fishing activities, including IUU fishing, taking into account the 

social and economic aspects of this issue, ensuring that all activities undertaken in this context are in 

line with the objectives of ACCOBAMS and considering mutual impacts of mitigation measures; 

 

9. Invites the Scientific Committee, in close collaboration with the Permanent Secretariat, to keep a watch 

over the recent advances in technology regarding the acoustic devices for mitigating the interactions 

between cetaceans and fishing gears and, where necessary, propose amendments to the Guidelines for 

the use of acoustic deterrent devices adopted by the Parties (Resolution 2.12); 

 

10. Invites the Permanent Secretariat to pursue its collaboration with the GFCM Secretariat and strengthen 

its involvement in the relevant works and initiatives undertaken under GFCM;    

 

11. Invites the Permanent Secretariat to strengthen its collaboration also with the Secretariats of 

UNEP/CMS, ASCOBANS, IWC and other relevant Organizations to investigate approaches for achieving 

significant decrease in the cetacean by-catch levels, using, as appropriate, the recommendations of the 

Scientific Committee; 

 

12. Decides that the present Resolution replaces Resolution 6.16. 
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DRAFT RESOLUTION 7.11 - SHIP STRIKES ON CETACEANS 

 

 

The Meeting of the Parties to the Agreement on the Conservation of Cetaceans of the Black Sea, 

Mediterranean Sea and Contiguous Atlantic Area: 

 

 

Recalling Resolutions 5.11 and 6.19, 

 

Taking into consideration Recommendation 12.5 άShip ǎǘǊƛƪŜǎέ ƻŦ the 12th ACCOBAMS Scientific Committee 

Meeting,  

 

Reiterating that the issue of ships strikes, particularly affecting large whales, such as fin and sperm whales, 

remains of concern within the ACCOBAMS Area, 

 

Aware that the speed, rather than the shape or displacement, of vessels is the most significant factor in 

ship strikes, 

 

Noting that the only effective measures to avoid serious injury and death of cetaceans from ship strikes at 

present are (a) avoidance by ships of areas or times with high density of whales, including the 

establishment of shipping lanes or non-shipping zones, and (b) speed reductions in such areas or times, 

slowing ships down to speeds below 10-12 knots, 

 

Recalling IMO Guidelines (MEPC.1/Circ.833) for the reduction of underwater noise from commercial 

shipping to address adverse impacts on marine life and, in particular, paragraph 10.5 άRerouting and 

operational decisions to reduce adverse impacts on marine lifeέ recommending speed reductions or 

routing decisions to avoid sensitive marine areas, including well-known habitats or migratory pathways 

when in transit, that will help to reduce adverse impacts on marine life, 
  

Aware that the volume of shipping traffic will continue to increase substantially in the near future, 

 

Noting that speed restrictions can also reduce underwater noise and greenhouse gas emissions that can 

assist with meeting other international targets, 

 

Stressing that the highest priority is the collection and reporting of data, including near misses, to the 

Global Ship Strikes Database hosted by the IWC, which will both facilitate a proper evaluation, prioritisation 

and monitoring of ship strikes as a threat to various populations and regions, and assist in the development 

of mitigation measures, 

 

Recognizing the present effective collaborative work with the IWC Scientific and Conservation Committees 

on the issue of ship strikes,  

 

 

1. Strongly encourages Parties to submit information on ship strikes to the Global Ship Strikes database 

hosted by the IWC, which has streamlined the data entry process with advice from members of the 

ACCOBAMS Scientific Committee and others; 



FOURTH MEETING OF THE EXTENDED BUREAU                                                                            ACCOBAMS-BUEXT4/2019/Doc 11 
Monaco, 18-19 April 2019 
  

 

94 

 

2. Encourages the Scientific Committee and its relevant Working Group to facilitate reporting to, and 

feedback from, IWC Global Database; 

 

3. Recommends that the collaborative work with the IWC Scientific and Conservation Committees 

continues, along with collaboration with CMS, IMO, ASCOBANS and other relevant International 

Organizations; 

 

4. Asks the Permanent Secretariat and the Scientific Committee to continue to work with the IWC, the 

European Cetacean Society, ASCOBANS and other relevant Organisations in finalising necropsy protocols 

to identify causes of death, including those in relation with ship strikes; 

 

5. Asks the ACCOBAMS Scientific Committee to:  

- investigate existing data to determine the efficacy of undertaking a spatial modelling exercise for 

fin whales in the Mediterranean for comparison with information on shipping traffic;  

- continue to monitor high risk areas for ship strikes in the Mediterranean Sea (the Strait of Gibraltar, 

the Pelagos Sanctuary, the area south west of the island of Crete, the area around the Balearic 

Islands, the area between Almeria and Nador at the eastern side of the Alborán Sea and the Strait 

of Sicily); 

- suggest and facilitate implementation of the IMO or national mitigation measures (PSSA, TSS, 

ATBA) in selected areas; 

 

6. Recommends to the Parties that they continue to support projects that will improve knowledge of ship 

strikes and potential mitigation strategies, including telemetry and photo-identification studies; 

 

7. Recommends that a scientific evaluation of the efficacy of tools to prevent and mitigate ship strikes, be 

undertaken in the next triennium; 

 

8. Encourages Parties to: 

(a) consider the recommendations from the άjoint IWC-IUCN-ACCOBAMS workshop on how the 

data and process used to identify Important Marine Mammal Areas (IMMAs) can assist in 

identifying areas of high risk for ship strikesέ (6-7 April 2018, Messinia, Greece) as presented in 

Annex 1; 

(b) take note of the recommendations and advices resulting from other initiatives, such as the 

drafting of a Conservation and Management Plan for Mediterranean fin whales, the project to 

develop and evaluate mitigation strategies to reduce the risk of ship strikes to fin and sperm 

whales in the Pelagos Sanctuary and any other relevant projects such as SICOMAR plus and 

workshops in the ACCOBAMS Area; 

(c) begin to integrate speed reduction of vessels into port policy strategies, but also when 

approaching the port and within key areas (e.g. Marine Protected Areas, SPAMIs, Cetacean 

Critical Habitats, IMMAs, etc.) at times of the year when large whales might be present; 

(d) develop incentive programmes to promote the application of speed and greenhouse gas 

emission reduction measures by ships / operators within the ACCOBAMS region; 

(e) submit a proposal for Traffic Separation Schemes (TSS) in zones where there is scientific 

evidence regarding their effectiveness as mitigation measure, such as the Hellenic Trench, as 
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recommended by the IWC Scientific Committee, by the ACCOBAMS Scientific Committee 

through Recommendation 10.6 and in Resolution 6.19 adopted by the Parties in 2016;  

(f) support the undertaking of a project within the next triennium identifying areas of potential 

conflict (Cetacean Critical Habitats) where main shipping lanes / maritime traffic cross sensitive 

/ important habitats for large cetacean species (sperm and fin whales) in the Agreement area, 

following methods developed by the initiatives referred to under (a); 

(g) consider other IMO measures to mitigate ship strikes through the ACCOBAMS area; 

 

9. Charges the Permanent Secretariat and the Scientific Committee ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ŀ άǿƘŀƭŜ ǎŀŦŜέ ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜ 

to be delivered to shipping companies adopting suggested mitigation measures to reduce ship strike 

risk; 

  

10. Decides that the present Resolution replaces Resolution 6.19. 
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DRAFT RESOLUTION 7.12 - ANTHROPOGENIC NOISE 

 

 

The Meeting of the Parties to the Agreement on the Conservation of Cetaceans of the Black Sea, 

Mediterranean Sea and Contiguous Atlantic Area:  

 

 

Recalling wŜǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴǎ пΦмт ƻƴ άDǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎ ǘƻ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ of anthropogenic noise on cetaceans in the 

!//h.!a{ !ǊŜŀέ, рΦмр ƻƴ ά!ŘŘǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻŦ ŀƴǘƘǊƻǇƻƎŜƴƛŎ ƴƻƛǎŜέ and 6.17 on ά!ƴǘƘǊƻǇƻƎŜƴƛŎ 

ƴƻƛǎŜέ, 

 

Taking into consideration Recommendation 12.4 ά!ƴǘƘǊƻǇƻƎŜƴƛŎ bƻƛǎŜέ of the 12th ACCOBAMS Scientific 

Committee Meeting,  

 

Recognizing that a large portion of the Mediterranean area is impacted by noise-producing human activities 

and that it is likely that such activities will increase, 

 

Recognizing also that cetaceans and other marine mammals, reptiles and fish species, and their prey, are 

vulnerable to noise disturbance and subject to a range of human impacts, 

 

Convinced that environmental impact assessment procedures should be carried out prior to projects that 

may affect cetaceans and especially those involving impulsive noise, 

 

Recalling IMO Guidelines (MEPC.1/Circ.833) for the reduction of underwater noise from commercial 

shipping to address adverse impacts on marine life, 

 

Welcoming Directive 2014/52/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council, amending Directive 

2011/92/EU on the Assessment of the Effects of Certain Public and Private Projects on the Environment,  

 

Further welcoming the work undertaken by ACCOBAMS during the triennium 2017-2019 regarding the 

management of noise activities, more particularly: 

- the QuietMed project, which aimed to improve the level of coherence and the comparability as 

regards Descriptor 11 (underwater noise) by enhancing cooperation among Mediterranean Sea 

Basin countries within the implementation of the second cycle of the EU Marine Strategy 

Framework Directive; 

- the QuietMed2 project which aims to support the assessment of the extent to which Good 

Environmental Status has been achieved in the Mediterranean Region regarding underwater noise 

to get updated, improved and more complete regional assessments; 

- the joint ACCOBAMS/ASCOBANS/CMS/ECS workshop ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ ά.Ŝǎǘ tǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇΥ CƻǎǘŜǊƛƴƎ 

inter-regional cooperation in underwater noise monitoring and impact assessment in waters 

around Europe, within the context of the EuǊƻǇŜŀƴ aŀǊƛƴŜ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ CǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƛǾŜέ which 

was held on 29th April 2017 in Middelfart, Denmark; 

- the finalization of the ACCOBAMS MMO/PAM Courses for the standard MMO/PAMs training of all 

ŀŎŎǊŜŘƛǘŜŘ άǘǊŀƛƴŜǊέ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎ, the accreditation of the three first ά!//h.!a{ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ ǉǳŀƭƛŦƛŜŘ 
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aahǎκt!a ƻǇŜǊŀǘƻǊέ ǘǊŀƛƴŜǊ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴs and the implementation of the first ACCOBAMS 

training for High Quality MMO/PAM Operator in Constanta, Romania, on 12-16 September 2018; 

- [the workshop ACCOBAMS/NATO which aimed to improve dialogue and cooperation of NATO and 

national navies with ACCOBAMS, especially regarding military activities of navies, (date, place)] 

 

Conscious of the related work underway by the Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of 

Wild Animals (CMS), and recalling its related decisions, in particular Resolution 9.19 on Adverse 

Anthropogenic Marine/Ocean Noise Impacts on Cetaceans and other Biota, Resolution 10.24 on Further 

Steps to Abate Underwater Noise Pollution for the Protection of Cetaceans and Other Migratory Species, 

and Resolution 12.14 on Adverse Impacts of Anthropogenic Noise on Cetaceans and Other Migratory 

Species with the attached CMS Family Guidelines on Environmental Impact Assessment for Marine Noise-

generating Activities, 

 

Noting IWC Resolution 2018-4 on Anthropogenic underwater noise,  

 

Noting the EU Marine Strategy Framework Directive and its implementing act, according to which Member 

States in European Union marine waters shall take necessary measures by 2020 to achieve or maintain 

their determined good environmental status, including on underwater noise, established by each of them 

and in coordination at EU, regional and sub-regional levels, 

 

Also welcoming the Integrated Monitoring and Assessment Programme of the Mediterranean Sea and 

Coast and Related Assessment Criteria (IMAP) of the Barcelona Convention, which includes candidate 

common indicators for underwater noise, with the intention for these candidate common indicators to be 

further developed during the initial phase of IMAP, based on pilot monitoring activities, additional expert 

knowledge, and scientific developments, 

 

Aware of the recommendations developed during the workshop hosted by OceanCare, NRDC in 

collaboration and with the support of the Deutsche Bundesstiftung Umwelt on 22-23 November 2017 in 

Split, Croatia, for mitigating the impact of underwater noise on marine biodiversity in the South Eastern 

European waters of the Mediterranean Sea, 

 

 

1. Reaffirms that there is a need for ongoing and further internationally coordinated research on the 

impact of underwater noise in order to provide adequate protection to cetaceans; 

 

2. Invites the ACCOBAMS Parties to take into consideration the following documents in their future work 

to implement the Guidelines to Address the Impact of Anthropogenic Noise on Cetaceans in the 

ACCOBAMS Area:   

- [The revised aŜǘƘƻŘƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ DǳƛŘŜΥ άDǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ ƻƴ ǳƴŘŜǊǿŀǘŜǊ ƴƻƛǎŜ ƳƛǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ ƳŜŀǎuresέ; 

- The detailed Guidelines to mitigate impacts of anthropogenic noise; 

- The update study on noise hotspots in the Mediterranean Sea; 

- The recommendations of the ACCOBAMS/NATO workshop]; 
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3. Strongly encourages Parties and other authorities to undertake mitigation actions as soon as possible 

including: 

- engaging in the development of incentive programmes to promote speed reduction as a 

measure by vessels to reduce noise within the ACCOBAMS area;  

- applying the IMO Guidelines for the reduction of underwater noise from commercial shipping 

to address adverse impacts on marine life (circular MEPC.1/Circ.833), where it is recognized, 

under paragraph 1.2, that both the technical and cost-effectiveness of measures considered, 

either individually or in combination, will be strongly dependent on the design, operational 

parameters, and mandatory requirements relevant for a particular ship. A successful strategy 

to reduce radiated noise should consider interactions and contributions from measures 

provided to achieve other objectives such as reduction of onboard noise and improvements 

in energy efficiency; 

 

4. Welcomes the establishment of the ACCOBAMS regional register for impulsive noise sources in the 

ACCOBAMS area and agrees to support its management; 

 

5. Strongly encourages Parties to contribute to the ACCOBAMS regional register for impulsive noise 

sources, especially by sharing their data; 

 

6. Stresses the importance of: 

- developing noise hotspot maps in the Black Sea during the 2020-2022 triennium; 

- further developing with the Joint CMS/ACCOBAMS/ASCOBANS Working Group on Noise 

(JNWG) ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ƻŦ άǉǳƛŜǘ ȊƻƴŜǎέ ŀǎ ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ Recommendation 10.5 of the ACCOBAMS 

Scientific Committee with a focus on a quantitative elaboration and evaluation of the 

scientific evidence for establishing such areas both in space and time; 

 

7. Requests the Permanent Secretariat: 

- to inform Parties about the deliverables of the QuietMed and QuietMed2 projects on 

guidance for underwater noise monitoring and assessment, and to encourage Parties to 

make relevant stakeholders of the private sector become aware of these developments;  

- to disseminate the results obtained from the establishment of an international register for 

impulsive noise sources in the ACCOBAMS area, to Parties and relevant regional 

organisations, such as the RSC in the Agreement area; 

- to support the implementation of monitoring programmes of underwater noise; 

 

8. Reiterates the importance for Parties to grant, in priority, permits for activities in their national area to 

industrial companies employing ACCOBAMS Highly Qualified MMOs/PAM operators;  

 

9. Recommends to the Permanent Secretariat and to the Scientific Committee to develop a project that 

overlays acoustic noise mapping (including main shipping lanes and areas close to ports) and cetacean 

density mapping, to identify priority areas for mitigation, including consideration of the concept of 

ΨǉǳƛŜǘ ȊƻƴŜǎΩ. This effort should include consideration of information on impulsive noise (e.g. areas 

targeted by seismic surveys or military exercises); 

 

http://www.quietmed-project.eu/deliverables/
http://quietmed2.eu/
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10. Encourages the Permanent Secretariat and any stakeholder active in the ACCOBAMS region to 

ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ά¢ƻƻƭǎ ŜƴǎǳǊƛƴƎ IƛƎƘƭȅ vǳŀƭƛŦƛŜŘ aahǎκt!a ƻǇŜǊŀǘƻǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ !//h.!a{ !ǊŜŀέ to the 

private sector; 

 

11. Recommends the Permanent Secretariat: 

- to promote the undertaking of a project aimed at building a central repository (such as 

NETCCOBAMS), at the regional scale, as a tool to have an overview of monitoring programs 

using PAM techniques in marine protected areas and other area designated as important for 

cetaceans. The objective of this repository would be to monitor the number of PAM-based 

programs, the location and periods of execution, the objectives of the programs and target 

species and/or other environmental elements; 

- to organise an expert workshop to examine the available PAM techniques and how they can 

be incorporated most effectively in the ACCOBAMS context with a view of fostering the 

implementation of PAM-based monitoring programs as a mean of contributing to 

conservation. 
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DRAFT RESOLUTION 7.13 - BEST PRACTICES IN MONITORING AND MANAGEMENT OF CETACEAN 

STRANDING 

 

 

The Meeting of the Parties to the Agreement on the Conservation of Cetaceans of the Black Sea, 

Mediterranean Sea and Contiguous Atlantic Area:  

 

 

Recalling its previous resolutions relevant for cetacean stranding, in particular Resolution 1.10 on 

cooperation between national networks of cetacean strandings and the creation of a database, Resolution 

2.10 on facilitation of exchange of tissue samples, Resolution 3.25 on cetacean live stranding, Resolution 

4.16 on guidelines for a coordinated cetacean stranding response and Resolution 6.22 on cetacean live 

strandings, 

 

Considering that common best practices in case of cetacean stranding have been discussed in several fora, 

including the International Whaling Commission (IWC), the Agreement on the Conservation of Small 

Cetaceans of the Baltic and North Seas (ASCOBANS) and the European Cetacean Society (ECS), 

 

Taking note of the joint ACCOBAMS/ASCOBANS/SPA-RAC Workshop on marine debris and cetacean 

stranding that was held on 8 April 2018 in La Spezia, Italy, and the joint ACCOBAMS/ASCOBANS Workshop 

held on [to be completed once held], 

 

Recognizing the importance of strandings data in addressing population biology and threats to cetaceans, 

such as entanglement in, and ingestion of, marine debris, 

 

Recalling Recommendation 12.7 ά{ǘǊŀƴŘƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ aŀǊƛƴŜ [ƛǘǘŜǊέ of the 12th ACCOBAMS Scientific 

Committee Meeting, 

 

[Referring to Resolution 7.14 on marine litter in link with cetacean necropsies, adopted at this Meeting of 

the ACCOBAMS Parties,] 

 

1.  Stresses that evaluating and addressing threats generating cetacean stranding, is a key part of the 

ACCOBAMS objectives and is relevant to past decisions related to, inter alia, the ACCOBAMS 

Conservation Plan, the 2017-2019 work programme and Resolution 6.22; 

 

2. Asks the Scientific Committee to identify pilot areas covered by existing stranding monitoring 

networks, where the άlevel Aέ basic tiered guidelines on necropsies approach (Appendix 1 of the 

!ƴƴŜȄ н ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !//h.!a{ wŜǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ сΦнн ά/ŜǘŀŎŜŀƴ ƭƛǾŜ ǎǘǊŀƴŘƛƴƎέ) can be adopted and 

systematically implemented to gather a de minimis set of data, including presence/absence of ingested 

and entangling debris, species, sex and total length of the animals; 

 

3. Endorses the work and recommendations of IWC, ACCOBAMS, ASCOBANS and ECS towards the 

identification of standardized best practices in cetacean stranding monitoring and management 

presented in Annex 1 of the present Resolution;  

 

4. Reiterates the importance of effective strandings networks throughout the ACCOBAMS Area;  
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5. Encourages Parties to assist other Parties in establishing or strengthening such networks through 

cooperation, capacity building and sharing of best practices; 

 

6. Recommends the re-establishment of an ACCOBAMS expert panel on strandings to assist with 

emergencies and unusual mortality events, as well as to assist in the establishment and strengthening 

of networks throughout the ACCOBAMS Area referred to above; 

 

7. Asks the ACCOBAMS Permanent Secretariat to disseminate the standard post-mortem protocols to 

support systematic collection of data on marine macrolitter ingestion/entanglement [as presented in 

Annex 2 of the present Resolution], throughout ACCOBAMS Area; 

 

8. Recommends Parties that, with respect to data on marine litter: 

a) all stranding networks adopt at least the basic level of the tiered common best practices on 

macro-litter to collect de minimis information on marine debris; 

b) ingested and/or entangling marine macrolitter recovered during post-mortem examinations 

is collected and preserved for further identification analysis including retrospective studies; 

c) rates of debris ingestion and entanglements in stranded/bycaught cetaceans are collated and 

submitted via national progress reports and/or other reporting mechanisms; 

d) efforts be increased to quantify the relevant contributions of abandoned, lost or otherwise 

discarded fishing gear (ALDFG) and active gear to cetacean entanglement;  

 

9. Encourages the updating of a well-documented, searchable database on entities involved in stranding 

networks, databanks and tissues banks (NETCCOBAMS) and calls upon the Scientific Committee and 

other scientists involved in stranding networks to provide the ACCOBAMS Permanent Secretariat with 

relevant information using the templates available on NETCCOBAMS;  

 

10. Encourages the development of new tools and the use of existing tools for citizen science participation 

in the ACCOBAMS Area having a potential for strandings early warning and/or preliminary action (e.g. 

OBSenMER, WhatsApp groups). 
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DRAFT RESOLUTION 7.14 ς ASSESSING MARINE LITTER IMPACTS ON CETACEANS 

 

 

The Meeting of the Parties to the Agreement on the Conservation of Cetaceans of the Black Sea, 

Mediterranean Sea and Contiguous Atlantic Area:  

 

 

Stressing that marine litter (or marine debris) pollution is a global environmental concern, with the 

Mediterranean Sea being heavily affected, and can be a conservation concern for many marine species, in 

particular cetaceans, that may be harmed or killed by it, 

 

Aware of the related work underway under the Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of 

Wild Animals (CMS), and recalling related decisions, in particular CMS Resolution 12.20 on Management of 

Marine Debris, 

 

Recalling that litter and micro-litter ingested by marine animals is considered through Descriptor 10 and its 

related criteria under the EU Marine Strategy Framework Directive (Directive 2008/56/EU and Decision 

2017/848/EU), as well as through the Ecological Objective 10 and relevant Indicators under the Integrated 

Monitoring and Assessment Program of the Barcelona Convention, 

 

Considering that, to contribute evaluating the actual and potential deleterious effects of marine debris, 

including entanglement in abandoned, lost or otherwise discarded fishing gear (ALDFG) and direct ingestion 

of both macro- and micro-plastics, and other threats to cetaceans, common best practices for stranding 

events have been drafted and discussed in several other fora, such as the International Whaling 

Commission (IWC), the Agreement on the Conservation of Small Cetaceans of the Baltic and North Seas 

(ASCOBANS) and the European Cetacean Society (ECS),  

 

Considering also that, in 2014 and 2015, the IWC held two Expert Workshops on this subject, one science-

oriented and the other policy-oriented, 

 

Taking note of the joint ACCOBAMS/ASCOBANS/SPA-RAC Workshop on marine debris and cetacean 

stranding that was held on 8 April 2018 in La Spezia, Italy, and the joint ACCOBAMS/ASCOBANS Workshop 

held on [to be completed once held], 

 

Recalling Recommendation 12.7 of the 12th ACCOBAMS Scientific Committee Meeting on strandings and 

marine litter, 

 

[Referring to Resolution 7.13 on best practices on cetacean stranding, adopted at this Meeting of the 

ACCOBAMS Parties,] 

  

Emphasizing that a multi-disciplinary approach delivered across different spatial and temporal scales is 

necessary to tackle the issue of marine litter effectively, 

 

1. Reiterates that evaluating and addressing threats, such as marine litter, is a key part of the ACCOBAMS 

objectives and is relevant to past decisions related to, inter alia, the ACCOBAMS Conservation Plan, the 
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ACCOBAMS 2014-2025 Strategy, the 2017-2019 work programme and Resolution 6.22 on cetacean live 

strandings; 

 

2. Stresses the importance of evaluating and addressing negative impacts of marine litter on cetaceans in 

the ACCOBAMS Area, in particular through monitoring ingested marine litter and entanglement 

evidences during necropsies; 

 

3. Recommends the Scientific Committee to consider the results and recommendations from relevant 

projects, initiatives and workshops, including the workshop to be organized by the IWC in Barcelona, 

Spain, in December 2019, aimed at assessing impacts of marine litter on cetaceans and to identify 

potential hotspot areas for cetacean entanglement and ingestion of marine litter, for example through 

ecological risk assessment methods or other mapping and modelling approaches; 

 

4. Encourages increased international cooperation on this issue with other bodies, in particular those 

relevant for cetaceans (e.g. IWC, ASCOBANS, ECS), as well as regional initiatives on marine litter (e.g. 

those promoted by the European Union under the Marine Strategy Framework Directive and those 

promoted by the Barcelona Convention under the Integrated Monitoring and Assessment Programme 

and the Regional Plan on Marine Litter Management in the Mediterranean); 

 

5. Invites Parties and the Permanent Secretariat to liaise with other relevant Bodies, Organisations and 

Initiatives at the regional scale to: 

a) support effective means to reduce marine debris in the environment, including voluntary and 

legislative initiatives to reduce production and consumption of single-use items, and to invest in 

the collection, recycling and sustainable disposal of waste; 

b) develop and implement educational and public awareness programmes related to marine litter 

and cetaceans and the steps that individuals can take to reduce marine litter. 
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DRAFT RESOLUTION 7.15 - COMMERCIAL CETACEAN-WATCHING ACTIVITIES11 

 

 

The Meeting of the Parties to the Agreement on the Conservation of Cetaceans of the Black Sea, 

Mediterranean Sea and Contiguous Atlantic Area:  

 

 

Recalling Article II of the Agreement, according to which the Parties shall prohibit and take all necessary 

measures to eliminate any deliberate taking of cetaceans, including harassing or attempting to engage in 

such conduct, 

 

Recalling Section 2 of Annex 2 to the Agreement, according to which Parties shall develop guidelines and/or 

codes of conduct to regulate or manage activities that create direct and indirect interactions between 

humans and cetaceans, such as tourist activities, 

 

Taking into consideration Recommendation 12.6 άCommercial whale ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎέ of the 12th 

ACCOBAMS Scientific Committee Meeting, 
 

Recalling that the ACCOBAMS Area is an important area for a great number of cetacean species, whether as 

a permanent habitat, a breeding or feeding ground or a migratory corridor, and that the presence of such a 

diversity of cetaceans has led, over the past decade, to the development of a high number of commercial 

cetacean-watching activities that need to be regulated,  

 

Recalling that commercial cetacean-watching activities, if well managed and within a suitable management 

framework, can foster a valuable educational tool, create direct and indirect economic benefits for many 

communities and can promote research on cetaceans and their conservation, 

 

Concerned about the potential negative impacts of commercial cetacean-watching activities that have been 

documented, such as changes in their swimming behaviour, fast changes in direction, decrease in 

population size or movements of cetaceans away from the area targeted for tourism, 

 

Aware that the First Meeting of the Parties adopted a set of Guidelines for commercial cetacean-watching 

activities in the ACCOBAMS Area and that these Guidelines have been revised on the basis of evolution of 

scientific knowledge (Resolution 4.7), 

 

Recalling Resolution 6.20, which took note of the regulations governing use, associated with the High-

Quality Whale-Watching ® Certificate, and adopted its logo, 

 

Recalling wŜǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ммΦнф ƻƴ ά{ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ōƻŀǘ ōŀǎŜŘ ƳŀǊƛƴŜ ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎέ and Resolution 12.16 on 

άRecreational In-²ŀǘŜǊ LƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ !ǉǳŀǘƛŎ aŀƳƳŀƭǎέ adopted by the Conference of the Parties to the 

Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals (CMS),  

 

Desirous of minimizing the risk of negative impacts on cetaceans and of ensuring the sustainable 

development of cetacean-watching commercial activities through effective management strategies, 

                                                           
11 Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ wŜǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳǎ άŎŜǘŀŎŜŀƴ-ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎέ ŀƴŘ άǿƘŀƭŜ-ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎέ ŀǊŜ ǳǎŜŘ ŀǎ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅΦ 
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Concerned also by the emergence of dolphin-feeding practices, mainly carried out during cetacean-

watching activities, which could change the behaviour of the animals, favouring confidence and proximity,  

 

Welcoming the online whale-watching handbook developed by the International Whaling Commission 

(IWC) with the CMS Secretariat,  

 

1. Urges Parties to ensure the effective implementation of the existing ACCOBAMS Resolutions on whale 

watching; 

 

2. Recommends Parties to consider that harassment risk also begins when a vessel is voluntarily closer 

than the minimum distance identified in rules for commercial cetacean-watching and that, 

consequently, swim-with-dolphin activities, which imply a proximity of the boat and the animals, 

should be considered as harassment and as presenting risks of animal violent behaviour and 

transmission of diseases; 

 

3. Recommends Parties to not authorise or grant any exception for direct interactions with cetaceans, 

such as feeding and swim-with-dolphins, including in proximity of fish farm activities; 

 

4. Recommends that the Permanent Secretariat, Parties and ACCOBAMS Partners continue to raise 

awareness and communication about the High-Quality Whale Watching® Certificate with official 

regional, national and international tourism Organizations; 

 

5. Encourages the Scientific Committee to continue consideration, including collation and review of 

scientific literature, on potential adverse effects of cetacean-watching on cetaceans and means to 

mitigate them, with an emphasis on population-level impacts, swim-with activities, feeding and use of 

aerial spotter aircraft, and also on the coƴŎŜǇǘ ƻŦ άŎŀǊǊȅƛƴƎ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅέΤ 

 

6. Recommends that the Permanent Secretariat continues co-operation with the Secretariats of IWC and 

CMS on the evaluation of effects of cetacean-watching and on the review and update of the guidelines 

for sustainable cetacean-watching; 

 

7. Decides that the present Resolution complements Resolution 4.7 and 6.20. 
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DRAFT RESOLUTION 7.17 - ACCOBAMS MOBILIZATION FOR MARINE BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION UNDER  

THE GLOBAL POST 2020 BIODIVERSITY FRAMEWORK 

 

Note of the Secretariat:  

 

       2020 is a pivotal year in the international biodiversity agenda, culminating in the Convention on Biological 

Diversity (CBD) COP15 in China at the end of 2020, which is called to agree on a new global biodiversity framework 

and, in particular, new objectives for the conservation of biodiversity.  

       ACCOBAMS MoP7 could be a milestone in this crucial sequence in the fight against biodiversity erosion and could 
enable its Parties to raise the profile of cetacean conservation in the global agenda. Deliverables could include a 
decision from the MoP calling for, or supporting, joint commitments from ACCOBAMS Parties, partners, local 
authorities, NGOs, regional organizations, business, academia, etc., in favor of the preservation of cetaceans and 
their habitats. To this end, concrete commitments could be prepared, reflecting the willingness to intensify the 
implementation of the Aïchi biodiversity targets, better integrate biodiversity into sectoral policies and tackle 
biodiversity loss. Such commitments could be made by Parties, individually or jointly, and/or through 
partnerships/coalitions of non-State actors, supporting actions by governments. Several Mediterranean biodiversity 
networks, such as MedWet for wetlands, MedPAN for marine protected areas, the Petites Îles de Méditerranée 
(PIM) network, Medforval for forests, are already considering joining forces through a consortium to present joint 
commitments ahead of CBD COP15. ACCOBAMS should take advantage of this momentum. Those commitments 
would then be jointly presented at CBD COP in December 2020. 
 
       In this context, this draft Resolution was proposed by the President of the ACCOBAMS Bureau at the 12th 
meeting (3-4 December 2018, Monaco) as an ACCOBAMS contribution to the global mobilization for biodiversity, 
through the commitment of its Parties, relying on the valorisation of the robust data and significant results from the 
"ACCOBAMS Survey Initiative (ASI)", first evaluation at the regional Mediterranean and Black Seas scale of the 
abundance and distribution of megafauna, but also of marine litter and underwater noise. Parties to ACCOBAMS 
could commit to transform the adopted Resolutions into legal instruments, by implementing and/or promoting the 
implementation of effective conservation measures, at national and regional ACCOBAMS level, based on the global 
vision provided and the statement made by the ASI regarding the abundance and distribution of cetaceans, but also 
marine litter, mainly composed of plastics, and underwater noise.  
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DRAFT RESOLUTION 7.17 - ACCOBAMS MOBILIZATION FOR MARINE BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION 

BEYOND THE 2020 BIODIVERSITY FRAMEWORK 

 

 

The Meeting of the Parties to the Agreement on the Conservation of Cetaceans of the Black Sea, 

Mediterranean Sea and Contiguous Atlantic Area: 

 

 

Fully aware of the commitment expressed by the Secretariat of the Convention on the Conservation of 

Migratory Species of Wild Animals (CMS) at the Fourth session of the United Nations Environment 

Assembly, on behalf of the Secretariats of biodiversity-related Conventions: ά2020 is just around the corner 

marking a crucial year for biodiversity with the expected adoption of a new Global Framework for 

biodiversity conservation for the following decade. UNEA4 call for innovative solution to environmental 

challenges and biodiversity loss is timely and we are committed to facilitating its reflection in our own 

processes, whenever the opportunity arises.έ,  

 

Recognizing the work undertaken by the Intergovernmental science-policy Platform on Biodiversity and 

Ecosystem Services (IPBES) and its recommendations presented in the 7th reportΧΦ; [full report reference; 

to be finalized by France and the co-sponsoring Parties], 

 

Recalling the 2015 vision of ǘƘŜ /ƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ .ƛƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ .ƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΧΧ [to be finalized by France and the 

co-sponsoring Parties], 

 

Recalling the commitment of each PartyΣ ǳƴŘŜǊ wŜǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ рΦу ƻƴ wƛƻҌнл ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ ŦƻǊ !//h.!a{Σ άto 

base its present and future actions for the implementation of the ACCOBAMS on the spirit and objectives of 

the document άThe Future We Wantέέ, 

 

Recalling the Agreement objective to ensure a favourable conservation status for all species of cetaceans 

and a protection of their habitats, 

 

Recalling Resolution 6.11 on a Strategical Alliance concerning management and conservation measures for 

ǘƘŜ aŜŘƛǘŜǊǊŀƴŜŀƴ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ άWelcomes the Joint Cooperation Strategy on Spatial-based 

protection and Management Measures for Marine Biodiversity, among the Secretariats of ACCOBAMS, 

GFCM, IUCN-Med, UNEP/MAP through SPA/RAC and in collaboration with MedPANέΣ  

 

Emphasizing that the vulnerability of cetaceans to growing threats from anthropogenic sources in the 

ACCOBAMS area, combined to the impacts of climate change, warrants the implementation of specific 

conservation measures, 

 

Aware that ǘƘŜ ά!//h.!a{ {ǳǊǾŜȅ LƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜέΣ an unprecedented evaluation, at the Mediterranean and 

Black Sea scales, of the abundance and distribution of megafauna, but also of marine litter and underwater 

noise, has produced a significant overall vision based on robust data, 

 

Stressing the need to fight against marine biodiversity erosion, in particular by achieving a good 

environmental status of the Mediterranean Sea and the Black Sea, 
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Relying in this regard on the full support and co-operation by all ACCOBAMS partners, 

 

 

Hereby declares that the ACCOBAMS Parties, 

  

1. Commit to cooperate towards intensifying the implementation of Aïchi biodiversity targets, especially 

Targets 6 on fisheries and their adverse impacts on threatened species and vulnerable ecosystems, 

Target 8 on pollution, Target 11 on conservation of coastal and marine areas through effective area-

based conservation measures, and Target 12 on improved and sustained conservation status for 

threatened species; 

 

2. Commit to actively involve in the post 2020 Global Biodiversity Framework Process and foster the 

adoption of ambitious targets, especially regarding area-based conservation measures, that shall be 

qualitative and not only quantitative; 

 

3. Commit to effectively implement the Resolutions adopted under ACCOBAMS in order to mitigate the 

impact of human activities on cetaceans and contribute in tackling biodiversity erosion; 

 

4. Commit to act in support of marine biodiversity conservation by using ACCOBAMS outputs, in 

particular by valorising the first ever overall vision of the abundance and distribution of the megafauna 

and marine litter of the entire ACCOBAMS area provided by the άACCOBAMS Survey Initiativeέ; 

 

5. Commit to implement effective cetacean conservation measures and to better integrate cetacean 

biodiversity into sectoral policies, in particular by developing, revising and effectively implementing a 

National Action Plan, in order to achieve and maintain a favorable conservation status for cetaceans 

and protect their habitats, including in particular the: 

- monitoring of cetacean by-catch and the implementation of mitigation measures of incidental catch 

of cetaceans through a regional approach, 

- monitoring of underwater noise and the use of the ACCOBAMS Register for Impulsive Noise, 

- implementation of a national stranding network using the joint ACCOBAMS/ASCOBANS/IWC/ECS 

necropsies protocol, 

- monitoring of cetacean abundance and distribution, in particular in Cetacean Critical Habitats (CCH) 

and in Important Marine Mammal Areas (IMMAs),  

- declaration of MPAs and other effective area-based conservation measures; 

 

6. Ask the Permanent Secretariat to collaborate with other International Organizations, entities and 

networks related to marine biodiversity, to jointly present commitments at the Conference of the 

Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity in October 2020. 
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DRAFT RESOLUTION 7.19 ς TRIBUTE TO ORGANISERS 

 

 

The Meeting of the Parties to the Agreement on the Conservation of Cetaceans of the Black Sea, 

Mediterranean Sea and Contiguous Atlantic Area:  

 

 

Welcoming the recent ratification of the ACCOBAMS by the Government of the Republic of Turkey, 

 

Recalling the offer of the Government of the Republic of Turkey to host the Seventh session of the Meeting 

of Parties,   

 

Commending the efforts undertaken by the Government of the Republic of Turkey in the organisation of 

this session of the Meeting of the Parties and its financial support to facilitate its preparation,  

 

Remarking with appreciation that this session of the Meeting of the Parties is the first one held in a country 

bordering the Black Sea, 

 

Aware of the significant efforts required in preparing and organizing the present session of the Meeting of 

the Parties, 

 

 

1. Expresses its gratitude for the invaluable support of the Government of the Republic of Turkey to 

provide an excellent venue and facilities for the Seventh session of the Meeting of the Parties; 

  

2. Congratulates the ACCOBAMS Permanent Secretariat for the excellent preparation of the present 

session of the Meeting of the Parties to the Agreement; 

 

3. Expresses its appreciation to all the support provided by the Extended Bureau, the Sub Regional 

Coordination Units and the Scientific Committee, which contributed to the preparation of the Meeting 

of the Parties. 
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DRAFT RESOLUTION 7.20 ς DATE AND VENUE OF THE EIGHTH SESSION  

OF THE MEETING OF THE PARTIES  

 

 

The Meeting of the Parties to the Agreement on the Conservation of Cetaceans of the Black Sea, 

Mediterranean Sea and Contiguous Atlantic Area:  

 

 

Recalling Article III, paragraph 2, of the Agreement, which states that the Agreement Secretariat shall 
convene, in consultation with the Convention Secretariat, ordinary sessions of the Meeting of the Parties at 
intervals of not more than three years, unless the Meeting of the Parties decides otherwise, 
 
Noting that the seventh session of the Meeting of the Parties was hosted by the Government of Turkey, 
from November 5th to 8th 2019,  
 
Aware of the benefits that can accrue to the Agreement and to Parties, particularly developing countries 
and those with economies in transition, that host sessions of the Meeting of the Parties in regions in the 
Agreement area, 
 
 
1. Decides that the Eighth session of the Meeting of the Parties shall take place at the end of 2022; 
 
2. [Welcomes and accepts with great appreciation the offer of [ΧΧΧΧ..] to host the Eighth session of the 

Meeting of the Parties.] 
 
 
 
 


