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Report of the workshop
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| -BACKGROUND

The ACCOBAMS (Agreement on the Conservation of Cetaceans in the Black Sea Mediterranean Sea and Contig
Atlantic Area) is a cooperative tool faohe conservation of marine biodiversity in the Mediterranean and B&eks.

Its purpose is to reduce threats to cetaceans in Mediterranean and Black Sea waters and impravewdedge of
these animals.

According to the BRCOBAMS Conservation Plan (Abef the Agreement), Parties shall endeavour to establish and
manage specially protected areas corresponding to the areas which serve as habitat of cetaceans.

II-INTRODUQODN

¢KS ¢2N)] akKz2Ll Sy dAd{BARS andoyid &firtato map huindhgeats! ah /cdtaceans in the
Mediterranean and Black S&awas held on Sunday 3®\pril 2017 in Middelfart, Denmark.

It was financially supported by ACCOBAMS through a Voluntary Contribution from the Principality ob ldioddoy
the Regional Activit€entre for Specially Protected Areas (RACASRUNEP).

The agenda of the workshop appeargiinnex lof the report.

Twentythree attendeesfrom 14 different Countriegarticipated to theworkshop The workshop providkthe
opportunity to discuss on the relevancy of threbasedareas in the ACCOBAMS area and allowsfiaial mapping
of direct threats to cetaceandt was led by Léa DAVIRCCOBAMEBask Manager oRrotected Areas for Cetaans

The list of participantsan be foundn Annex 2of the report.

lI-1 - ACCOBAMS AND THE CCH

Maylis SALIVAS, Programmes Officer in the ACCOBAMS Permanent Secretariat, preseotextphef Cetacean
Critical Habita (CCH)n ACCOBAMS.

To assistin the meeting of ACCOBAMS objectives, Resolution 3.22 was passed on the need for criteria for tr
selection of protected areas in the regidfne concep2 F/YNJaG A OF £ KF oA G @ Aa O2YYZ2Yy
MPAs whereby there are numerous suggestions and definitions for this (e.g., breeding areas; feeding areas;
migratory corridorsetc.). However, in the context of cetacean conservation and managetn the Mediterranean

it is important to incorporate the conept of CetaceanCritical Habitat(CCH)with actual and/or potential threats

at the population leve] which may beappropriate for consideration as an MR network of MPAsThus the

definii A2y 2F 6KIG O2YLINRASE GONRGAOFE KFoAGLE G VY- & dz?
case basis in the light of the available scientific knowledge. The spatial modelling approach is a powerful tool in th
regard.

Criteria to identify sites containing ACCOBAMS CCH may include:

9 Areas used by cetaceans for feeding, breeding, calving, nursing and social behaviour;
9 Migration routes and corridors and related resting areas;

9 Areas where there are seasonal concentrationsaificean spcies;
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9 Areas of importance to cetacean prey;
9 Natural processes that support continued productivity of cetacean foraging species (upwellings, fronts, etc.);
9 Topographic structures favourable for enhancing foraging opportunities for cetaceaciesp(cangns,
seamounts).

These criteria can be applied for the identification of sites contaif@};l in need of protection due to the
occurrence of significant interactions between cetaceans and human activities, where:

1 Conflicts between cetaceanand fishingactivities have been reportedmainly depredation when cetaceas
are stealing preys in the fishing gear)

Significant or frequenbycatchof cetaceans is reported,;

Intensivewhale watchingor other marine tourism activities occ(inarassmeny;

Navigaton presents a potential threat to cetaceafia terms ofship strike);

Military exercisesare known to routinely occur

=A =4 =4 =4 =4

Seismic activitiesre known to occur

22 CCHvere adopted in 20106y ACCOBAMS Parties: 18 in the Mediterranean Sea arttiel RtackSea

This ongoing threat based management approach allitiw the identification of new CCH. Thisll help Parties in
implementing relevant conservation measures such as:

9 creation of new specific MPAs

1 extension of existing neighboring MPAs

1 implementationof other conservation tools through the following:

- if areas containing cetacean critical habitats are connected in a coherent regional network, it might be
useful to create appropriate management tools such as corridors;

- if cetacean specgeare presat only seasonally, specific seasonal measures could be implemented,;

- considering the species present and the type of anthropogenic activities implemented in some CCH, specif
management tools could be implemented such as IMO recommendatRarticulaly Sensitive Sea Areas (PSSA) in
areas with an important maritime traffic; Fisherié®estrictive Areas in areas with important interaction with
FAAKSNASAEZX

lic 2 ¢ IMPORTANT MARINE MAMMAL AREAS

The Chair of the ACCOBAMS Scientific Commiiesgne PANGADA, presented the current work on theportant
Marine Mammal Areas (IMMAsand reported on the ¥ Regional workshop for thedentification of IMMAS in the
Mediterranean Sea

The joint workshop on the Identification ofIMMAS in the Mediterranean Seaprganized by the IUCN Marine
Mammal Protected Areas Task Force (MMPATF), in collaboration with ACCOBAMS and the Tethys Research Insti
was held in Chania, Greece-28 October 2016.

IMMAS are a plackased conservation tool identifyingstgirete portons of habitat, important to marine mammal
species thahave the potential to be delineated and managed for conservation. During the workshop, experts work
in subgroups per species and after that per region, to discuss and delineated2h®&eas of Inteest (Aol) for
consideration as candidate IMMAs, with associated polygons (GIS) and argumentation (species, numbel
Mediterranean importance of the area, etcfhe workshop participantddentified and presented to an external
review panel 41lcandidate IMMASs throughout the region foten species of marine mammal (includimiyseter
macrocephalus, Delphinus delphis, Tursiops truncatus, Ziphius cavirostris, Balaenoptera physalus, Monacl

5
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monachus, Grampus griseus, Orcinus orca, Globicephala meth®hocoea phocoena Additionally, experts
identified a new list of 35 Aol in the region which will form the basis of new recommendations for monitoring and
future assessments of IMMA status.

After consulting the IMMA selection criterithe review panel confirmed a list of 26 IMMAS, 5 cIMMAS and 36 Aol,
for a total of 67 areas for marine mmmalswithin the MediterraneanSea; this list will be available on a GIS platform
on the dedicated web pagenttps://www.marinemammalhabitat.org/

TheselMMAs and Aol, desigiated by experts working in the ACCOBAME&a, will be the base for the new
identification of the ACCOBAMS CCH

llc 3¢ THE ACCOBAMS SURVEY INITIATIVE

A presentation on the ACCOBAMS Survey Initiative (ASI) was givehebBELMONThe ASlIproject Offcer, with
complementary information provided by the ASI Scientific Coordinator on the scientific aspects.

This macro regional survey project is conducted in coordination and with the support of ACCOBAMS riparial
countries, andwill leadto the establishmat of an integrated, collaborative and coordinated surveillance system
regarding the status of cetacean populations in the ACCOBAMS Agreement area. Such a tool is crucial in asses
the effectiveness of conservation efforts of local actorsd ah will support national efforts to meet their
commitments under the EU Marine Strategy Framework Directive and the ecosystem approach implemented by th
Barcelona Convention (UNEP/MAP). The collaborative and scientifically harmonized approach ofetttisvillead

to the strengthening of a regional network of experts, through the mobilization of an international task force starting
in 2018 with the Mediterranean Summer Survey campaign, and numerous capacity building actions for natione
actors and athorites iy @2t SR Ay (GKS OSGFOSIyQa adaNBSAttlyOoS 21
referenced with existing data on relevant indicators and will lead to: confirm existing areas of interest and
potentially identify new ones (Cetaceant{€al Habiats, Important Marine Mammaléreas) promote and support
national or transnational systems and procedures for the conservation of cetaceans, including MPAs.

llc4 ¢ MEDTRENDS

MEDTRENDS illustrates and maps the main scenarios of marine écdvlechEU ountries for the next 20 years.
Explore the impacts of human activities, the social and economic trends and the keys to reach a joined sustainat
growth in the region

The Mediterranean Sea is increasingly exploited by a range of maritimetiastivall & which are predictedo
expand substantially over the next 20 yearwind farms il extraction, cablesshipping routes fisheriesand other
human activities includintpurism.

There is:
1 Increased demand for the limited ape and mane resources.
1 Increased conflict between maritime sectors.
1 Increased conflict between human use and nature.

The MEDTRENDS project combines the collection and analysis-loicgksed socieconomic and environmental
information on 10 key nmrdime secbrs with a wider spatial analysis that helps identify interactions and conflicts
between sector development and the protection of marine ecosystems. It investigates these interactions at the
Mediterranean regional or sulegional scales and mospecificdl at the level of the 8 EU Mediterranean countries
6/ NBFGALFZT [/ @LINHMaAZ { LI AYyZ CNIyOS>z DNBSOS:z Liltezx alf
with future developments up to 2030.


http://medtrends.org/sectors.php?sector=oil-extraction
http://medtrends.org/sectors.php?sector=maritime-traffic
http://medtrends.org/sectors.php?sector=fisheries
http://medtrends.org/sectors.php?sector=tourism
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[l ¢ PROCESS IN THE IDENTIFIGKOFHUMAMCTIVITIES AND DIRECT THREATS

The presentation made under this agenda item is providedhnex 3

To identify the Cetacean Critical Habitat, the following is required:

1) Important areas for cetaceans : results on studies on cetaceans (distribution, abundance,
behaviour) and expert’s knowledge (workshop)

=> Based on cIMMA and Area of Interest (Aol)

2) Environmental rich places for these predators : data on the marine environment (underwater
canyons, underwater seamounts and geostrophic currents, all of which generate natural food
enrichment processes)

=> Based on global program downloadable data

Ongoing

To identify the threats to cetaceans, the following is required:
3) Areas with high human activities : data on human activities

=> Based on existing programs (collaborations)

4) Areas where threats impact cetaceans : data on sectors where threats are identified

=> Based on studies, expert’s knowledge and link with specific working groups (noise, ship strike,
interaction with fisheries...)

=> Delimitation of CCH

Workshop participants and ACCOBAMSreas wereinvited to take part to the effort of mapping threats and
address the following issues in the existing IMMAs in the Mediterranean Sea and in other areas:

- describe direct threats on cetacean species in specific areas;

- draw areas (in GIS formathere directthreats occur

This work will allow to have an idea of what happen in the ACCOBAMS area at a glance, and will allow the
identification of similar problems in different countries.

This should lead to assist natiomaiyanizationsn joining efbrt and appying relevant sustainable conservation
actionsat the regional level

A guidance document has been sent to @drticipants and to other contributors who could not attend the
workshop Expertswere requested toprepare and eventually send ird@ance a gastionnaire and GIS areas with
the following attribute tabldor each area.

blrYS 2F (K Threat Species impacted | Intensity
I NB I €
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A word document shall also be filled with the requested information for eadat:

Existingthreat

what we need

Type of threat

Species of cetacean impacte|

Name(s) and precise ff
impact is differenfor
each species

Map of area where this threal
occurs

See table below for thg
information in the
drawing or shape

Temporality of ths threat

all year long, only in
summer, mainly in the
Y2NYyAy3IzX

Number of cetaceans
impacted

dead or injured, per
8SINJ 2NJ aA

Intensity of the threat

Important, medium,
low, potential

Data existing on that threat

(strandings, pictures,
X 0

Sdentific references
(published and grey
literature) / experts

knowledge

references

Other elements

After that participantsvere split in 2 groupsto draft the saidareas, discuss the intensitgtc.:

Group 1 regarding By Catch and Depredatipheadby Léa DAND

Group 2 regarding Ship Strikes and Harassmehead by Maylis SALIVAS
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IV OUTPUTS OF THE WORKSHOP / MAP FOR EACH THREAT

The outputs at the end of the workshop were maps for each threat, as shown batmirshould be considered as
DRAFT

Map for ship strikes

L4

Map for bycatch

4




Map for depredation

4

Map for harassment

4
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V¢ NEXT STEPS

The next steps expected are faowing:

1)
2)

3)

Improve and complete thehreats areas by all relevant experts

Overlap of GIS layer IMMA atitteats inorder to highlight CCH. These are thees where we know what
happen

Discuss and deciddtogetherthe best conservatiomeasure or action to implementwhich management
approach?

Validateby the Scientific Committee of ACCOBANtSarea andlie conserviion measure for each CCH
Validate by the Parties of ACCOBAMS

Inform all relevant international organizations

Encourag&ountries toimplement relevantactions for each threat/CCH

And also :

1)
2)

Overlap IMMA and Aol layer with human activitydayto higHight potential CCHs
Discuss and decide if there is a needftother work on that potential areas.

11
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ANNEX X AGENDA

Inputs to the ACCOBAMS ongoing effort to map human threats for cetaceans in the Mediterranean and Blac1< Seas

Date: Sundayd0" April 2017

Venue:Middelfart Sparekasse, Havnegade 21, 5500 Middelfart

Welcome / Registration9h00

Opening 9h30

1) Introductory presentationsw2 dzy R G 6t S mnQ
a. ACCOBAMS andthe CBH Galivag wmn WO
b. IMMA S. Panigada mn QU
c. ACCOBAMS Survey Iritia J. Bémontz mn Q0
d. Medtrends L. David wmn QU

2) Description of the process, identification of human activities and direct threats, definition of the working

groups, discussion

Coffee Break11h0G11h30
3) Working group per direct threats

a. Bycatch
b. Shp strike
c. Harassment (whalevatching)
d. LYLMzZ aABS y2A4S 6{SAaYAO FyR 2Af FyR 3l & LXII
e. Depredation
f. h{KSNX

Lunch break13h0614h30

4) Working group per direct threats continuing
Coffee break 16h0616h30

5) Conclusionsynthesis bthe areas definedtalk, chair, L. David)

Closure 17h30

12
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ANNEX ¢ LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

Name Surname Country / Organization Email
AYTEMIZ Isil Turkey isilaytemiz@yahoo.com
AZZOLIN Marta Italy / GaiaResearch Institute / University of Turil Tursiope.ve@libero.it
BEGUM Uzun Turkey begum.uzun@gmail.com
BELMONT Julie ACCOBAMS Permanent Secretariat jbelmont@accobams.net
BENAMER Ibrahim | Libya benamer.ly@gmail.com
BENMESSAOU Rimel Tunisia benmessaoud_rimel@yahoo.fr
DANYER Edem Turkey erdemdanyer@gmail.com
DAVID Léa France / EcoOcean Institute lea.david2@wanadoo.fr
DFMEGLIO Nathalie |France / EcoOcean Institute nathalie.dimeglio@wanadoo.fr
FOUAD Mahmoud| Egypt mahmoud _ncs@yahoo.com
Dh[ Q5L b|Pavel Ukraine Pavelgoldin412@gmail.com
GONZALY Joan Italy / Tethys Research Institute Joan.gonzalvo@gmail.com
HAMILTON Sally ORCA Sally.hamilton@orcaweb.org.uk
LE COURTOIS Florent | France/ SHOM Florent.le.courtois@shom.fr
MAHFOUZ Céline Lebanon celine.mahfouz@hotmail.com
NIBANI Houssine | Morocco agirniban@gmail.com
PAIU Marian Romania marian_paiu@marenostrum.ro
PANIGADA Simone | Italy / Tethys Research Institute panigada69@gmail.com
PIERANTONIC Nino Italy / Tethys Research Institute nino.pierantonio@protonmail.cor|
POPOV Dimitar | Bulgaria dpopov@greenbalkans.org
SALIVAS Maylis ACCOBAMS Permanemic&tariat msalivas@accobams.net
SAVENKO Oksana | Ukraine 0.v.savenko@gmail.com
SCUDERI Alessia | Italy & University of Cadiz, SPAIN Alessia.scuderil@gmail.com

13
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ANNEX3 ¢ PRESENTATI@¥ THE PROCESS, IDENTIFICATION OF HUMAN ACTIVITIES AND DIRECT THRE
DEFINITION OF THE WORKING GROUPS, DISCUSSION
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Illustration of the processand its aim

Home range of a cetacean species

Legend
Home range
(occurrence)

Home range
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ACCOBAMS

Home range of a cetacean species, and « vital » areas

Breedi
e Legend

Home range
(occurrence)
* Important
area for
cetaceans:
Feeding,
breeding,
corridor, etc

Feeding

Breeding

Home range
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Home range of a cetacean species, « vital » areas and human activities

Z——
ACCOBAMS

Home range of a cetacean species, « vital » areas, human activities and threats to that species

Chemical
pollution

g

Breeding

Feeding

Breeding

Home range

Breeding
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Trawler

4

Feeding

Breeding

Home range

Trawler

Legend

Important
area for
cetaceans:
Feeding,
breeding,
corridor, etc

Human
activities :
Trawler,
whale-
watching,
seismic
activity...

Legend

Home range
Important
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cetaceans:
Feeding,
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Human
activities :
Trawler,
whale-
watching,
seismic
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Threats :
bycatch,
harrassment,
chemical
pollution,
noise
pollution or
injuries, etc
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Home range of a cetacean species, « vital » areas, human activities, threats and conservation measures

Legend

* Home range

Breedin * Importantarea
for cetaceans:
Feeding, breeding,
corridor, etc

* Human activities :
Trawler, whale-
watching, seismic

/ activity

« Threats : bycatch,

harrassment,
chemical

Feeding pollutfon, noise
pollution or
injuries, etc

* Marine Protected

Chemical
pollution

o

Trawler

Breeding

Area (place-based
management
approach)

Home range
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