
Class: Mammalia 
Order: Cetacea 
Sub-order: Odontoceti 
Family: Delphinidae 
Genus: Rough-toothed 
Dolphin 

IUCN global conservation status: Endangered 
 ACCOBAMS/IUCN global conservation status: - 

Mediterranean: Regular to Visitor Black Sea: Absent 

ROUGH-TOOTHED DOLPHIN 
Steno bredanensis (G. Cuvier in Lesson, 1828) 

English: Rough-toothed dolphin  

 
 

2.2-2.5 m 

© Massimo Demma/ICRAM 

 
Name:  Scientific: From Greek steno = narrow and the name of the Dutch naturalist painter JSD Van Breda who 

made a colour representation of a stranded individual in Brest. 
 
DESCRIPTION Reptile-headed dolphin 
 
Size: Adult:  

Newborn: 
2.2-2.5 m (max. 2.75 in males) - 100-150 kg 
About 1 m - unknown 

 
Head: Rather peculiar, slender, tapering towards the snout, which is long and narrow. No crease 

between the snout and the low melon. Large and prominent eyes, giving the animal a reptilian 
appearance. 
19-28 conical teeth, corrugated, with vertical groves, on either side of both jaws. 

 
Body: Robust in front of the dorsal fin, more slender posteriorly. 
 Colouration: dark bluish grey on top, white more or less pinkish to greyish at the tip of snout 

and belly. 
Large light-coloured patches on the sides, more numerous in older individuals. 

  

Dorsal fin: Located mid-body with a large base and a pointed tip, with the trailing edge at times almost 
vertical. 

Pectoral fins: Long and relatively large at the base and pointed at the tips. 
Tail: Wide with a well-marked median notch. 



DISTRIBUTION  
 
The species frequents the warm-temperate and tropical waters worldwide, in particular where the surface sea temperature 
exceeds 25°C. In spite of its wide distribution, it is nowhere abundant. 
 
MEDITERRANEAN AND BLACK SEAS  
 

Once considered as a visitor to the Mediterranean Sea 
(Notarbartolo di Sciara 2002b, Reeves & Notarbartolo di 
Sciara 2006), it is now seen as regular in the Eastern 
Mediterranean Sea (while maintaining visitor status in the 
Western Mediterranean Sea). 
Absent from the Black Sea and the Marmara Sea. 

 
 

 
HABITAT AND ECOLOGY  
 

Usually found in oceanic waters, above and beyond the shelf break. However, in the 
Mediterranean Sea, it has also been observed in coastal waters. 

 
 
BEHAVIOUR  
 
A rather poorly known species. Lives generally in groups of 10-30 individuals, although greater aggregations are known, up to 
several hundred individuals, notably in the Pacific.  
Social ties are strong and may be of the cause of mass strandings. Several instances of mutual help behaviour have been 
reported.  
Encountered frequently associated with other cetacean species, such as pilot whales and bottlenose dolphins. 
Relatively active at the surface, known to bowride.  
 

 

Longevity  At least 30 years. 
Swimming speed: About 3-5 kts (5-9 km/h), 15 kts (25 km/h) during bursts. 
Dives: 15 min or more, probably relatively deep. 

REPRODUCTION  
 
Sexual maturity: 10 years in females, 14 years in males. 
Breeding season: Probably summer or beginning of autumn. 
Gestation: - 
Nursing:  - 
 
FOOD  
 
Squid, cuttlefish and several of fish species. 
 
THREATS  
 
Accidental captures in purse seines, direct hunting in Japan, habitat degradation and fisheries interactions. 
 
 




